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The Natlonal Council of Educatlonal Research and Training (NCERT) has been
preparing and publishing school Lextbooks and other educational malerial [or
children and teachers, These publications are regularly revised on the hasis of
feedback [rom students, leachers, parents and leacher educalors, Research done
by the NCERT also {orms (he basis [or updaling and revision,

This Lextbool is based on the Nalional Curriculum Framewark for School
Education - 2000 and Lhe syliabt prepared in accordance with i However, in view
of (he recommendation of the panel of historians conslituled by the Ministry of
Human Resource Development, the Execulive Commitlee of the NCERT, in is
meeling held on 19 July 2004, deciced that, from the academic session 2005-06,
the pre-2000 hooks of history will be restored with appropriate modifications in
fine with the exisling curriculum, It was also decided (hat the textbooks of all
other subjects will underge a quick review [or bringing necessary changes,
whereyer required, In purstiance of this decislon, the earfier history lextbook for
Class X The Storyj of Civilisation VoI has been modified. The content of {he ptesent
texthool Social Science Part:l covers the chapters 14-16 [rom the above boak. Unit [V
ol the revised soclal science syllabus is covered by thls bool, We hope thal [his
revised edition will serve as an ellective medium of teaching and learning, We look
[orward Lo your suggestions to enable us {o further improve the quality of this book.
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CONSTITUTION OF INDIA

Part IV A (Article 51 A)
Fundamental Duties

Fundamental Duties — It shall be the duty of every citizen of India —

(a) to abide by the Constitution and respect ils ideals and institutions, the National
Flag and the National Anthem;

(b) to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for
freedom;

(c) touphold and pratect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India,
(d) to defend the country and render national service when called upon Lo do so;

{¢) lopromole harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongs all the people
of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to
renounce praclices derogatory to the dignity of women;

(f) to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture;

(r). to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers,
wildlife and to have compassion for living creatures;

(h) todevelop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform;
(i) to safeguard public property and to abiure violence:

() lostrive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activily so
that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and achievement;

(k) who is a parent or guardian, to provide opporlunities for education to his child or,
as (he case may be, ward between the age of six and {ourteen years.
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CHAPTER 1

The Heritage of India

THE heritage of India is the result of deve-
lopments in the social, economig, cultural
and political life of the Indian people over
a period of thousands of years. You have
already read briefly about these develop-
ments. In this chapler, you will read about
some aspecls and features of these deve-
lopments which are important for an un-
derstanding of [ndia’s heritage.

The Land and the People

Two basic components of this heritage,
which have at the same time shaped this
heritage, aretheland, thenaturaland physi-
cal environment of India, and the people
whn have inhabiled this land. The genera-
tions of people who have inhabited India
during various periods of her history have
interacted with their physical and natural
environment. They have also inleracted
among themselves.  Through these pro-
cesses of interaction —between people and
their naturaland physicalenvironmentand
among themselves —the people have cre-
ated their history, their social, economic,
cultural and political life. These processes
ofinteraclion have been going on for thou-
sands of years, bringing in changes in the
lile of the people. The world of man,
therefore, has never been stationary.
India is a vast country. 1t extends for
nearly 3K kilometres from Kashmir in the
north to Kanyakumari in [he south and for

the same distance from its western-most
parts o its eastern-most parts. Nalure has
made it into a distinct geographical entity,
The Himalayan ranges in the north and the
sea in the east, west and south 5epﬂ:rdte it
from the rest of the world. The people
inhabiling the counlry from veryearly times
as wellas peopleof other parts of the world
have viewed it as a single integral and
distinctive unit.

These-geographical features, however,
while making her a well-defined unit
separated from the rest of the world, have
not become a barrier to contacts with the
rest of the world. Since the lime of the Old
Stone Age, people from neighbouring as
well as distant regions have been coming
into India through the mountain passes
and the seas and making India their home.
The people of India have Deen formed as a
result of these migrations over thousands
of years. They are the descendants of
groups of people belenging to almost all
lhe ‘racial stocks' of mankind and their
admixtures who made india their home.
The main 'racial typesh which have gone
into the making of the Indian papulation
are the Prolo-Australoids, the Palaeo-
Mediterraneans, the Caucasoids, the Ne-
groids and the Mongoloids in their varying
degrees of mixtures, In historical times, the
ethnic groups which have come to India
and made India their home include Lhe
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Indo-European speaking people (the Indo-
Aryans), the Persians, the Greeks, the
Kushanas, the Shakas, the Hunas, the
Avabs, the Turks, the Afvicans and the
Mongols, During the past few hundred
years, many Europeans have aiso made
India their home. All these 'racial' and
ethnic groups have intermingled with one
another and few of them can be recognized
in their ariginal form. Thus, India has been
a crucible of various 'races’ and ethnic
groups. They have all contributed Lo the
making of Indian history and culture.
The migration of people into India has
been a major factor in the developmentl of
various aspecls of India’s life and culture
sice pre-historie Limes, Inhistorical times,
therimportance of this factoris conspicuous
in almost every period of India's hislory.
The people {rom ather cultures and civili-
zations have brought with them their own
traditions which got intermixed and inte-
grated with (he pre-existing traditions.
Similarly, people of India have gone Lo
olher parts of the world and various ele-
ments of culture carried by them have
intermixed and have been integrated with
Lhe pre-existing cultures there, During the
past 2000 years, the influence of various
¢lements of Indian cullure has been par-
ticularly evident inmany countries of Asia.
The vasiness of the country and the
greal variatons in its geographical fea-
tures —land forms, nataral resources, cli-
mate and others —have provided the bases
for a great variety in ways of living from
very early times. The mountains and the
viver systems have been an important fac-
tor in the emergence of a number of distingt
cultural zones within the country. The
Vindhya ranges, for example, divided
India into north and south with the peaple
of the Indo-LEuropean family of languages
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predominaling in the northern, and those
of the Dravidian family of languages in the
southern parts of the country. These fac-
lors, however, have not made any part of
the country isolated from the other parts.
The physical barriers between different
parts were not insurmounltable vven in
early times when means of travel were not
developed. They did not prevent the maove-
ment of the people from one part of the
country to another. Despite the Vindhya
ranges, for example, the movemenl of
people from the north to the south and vice
versa las been going on from very early
times. Thus while geographical factors have
deeply influenced the emerpgence of dis-
tinctive waysoflivingof peopleindifferent
parts of the counlry, the interaction bet-
ween them has been going on. The avail-
ability of different natural resources in the
country has also furthered links between
its diverse parts. These factors have helped
the processes of both unity and diversity.
The historical development of the country
has brought the people together and has
led to the growth of a commaon culture @
which all parts of the country have contri-
buted. At the same time, each parl of the
country has developed its own distinct
idenlity. Because of this, the historical and
cultural development of India is often
described as one of unity in diversity and
the culture of the country as a whole a
comiposite one comprising distinct parts. It
has never been a monolith.

As mentioned above, peaple ofall parts
of the country have contributed to the
emergence of a common culture. No par-
ticular part of region of the country has
been the main centre or source of Indian
culture, and differenl regions during dif-
ferent periods have played a leading
role —setting new lrends and influencing
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developmentsinother parts of the country,
This has been true as much of political
listory as of other aspects of historical
development. The first major political
power arose in northern India with its
centre in the region around modern Paina.
In the subsequentcenturies, powerful king-
domand empires were builkinnorth-west-
ern India, the Deccan and the south, The
Turkish Sultans and the Mughal emperors
ruled over large parts of india with their
centre at Delhi and, for some time, at Agra,
In the eighteenth century, the Marathas,
after setting up their kingdom in western
India, built a vast all-India empire. In this
context, it is important to remember the
concept of the clakravnrtin vujer which was
developed in India in ancient times. This
ideal envisaged political unification of the
entire country.

Another feature of India's culture has
been that it did not develop into a finished
form in any period. Throughout her long
history, India's culture has been changing
and developing due to internal factors and
contacts with other cultures, This process
of change and development continues, The
culture of India, as of any other country, is
not a fixed entity, Many aspects of culture,
if they retard further progress, get dis-
carded, others are changed, sometimes
beyond recognition; someothers continue
to survive and remain important, while
many new elements are added.

A remarkable feature of Indian histori-
cal and cultural development has been its
continuity. This continuity has few paral-
lels in the history of other civilizations. For
example, the cultures of some of the earli-
est civilizations in human history left fittle
evidence of theirinfluenceover subsequent
cultural developments of the countries in
which they had developed. In India, on the
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otherhand, someelements of the Harappan
culture continue 10 exist to this day.

It is interesting to know the story of the
name of our country. The ancient Indians
referred to their counlry as 'Jambudvipa'
or the continent of the jambu tree. The
ancient Persians referred to our country as
the land beyond the river Sindhe (Indus).
They, however, pronounced it as 'Hindu'
The word spread westward and the whole
country came to be known by the name of
its river, The Greeks called it'Inde’ and the
Arabs 'Hind'. Inmedieval times, the coun-
try was called ‘Hindustan' [romthe Persian
word. The Englisicalied it 'India’ from the
Greek 'Inde’, The present name 'Bharat,
derived from the ancient usage, means 'the
land of the Bharatas’, an ancient Indian
tribe.

Before studying the development of a
few selected aspects of India's culture, it
may be werthwhile to recapitulate broad
features of Indian historical development.

The Ancient Feriod

You have read in an earlier chapter that
India was one of the oldest centres of the
prehistoric cultures of the world. India was
also the cradle of one of theearliest civiliza-
tions in history — the Harappan culture.
The Harappan culture was the first urban
culture to emerge in India. Many of its
features distinguished it from ali its con-
temporary cultures in other parts of the
world, and made it distinctly Indian.

Larger in extent than any of its con-
temporary civilizations, it was spread over
parts of Baluchistan, Sind, Punjab,
Haryana, Rajasthan, western Uttar pradesh
and Gujarat and had links with some other
parts of India as well as with contempo-
rary civilizations in West Asia, After its
decline, India did not have cities for about
a thousand years. However, all that this
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civtlization had built was not [orgottenand
many of ils features became a part of the
Indian culture in the subsequent years.

The next major phase in ancient Indian
history is the Vedic age which began with
the coming of the Indo-European speaking
peaple (the Indo-Aryans) and ended in
aboul seventh century B.C. Initially, this
phase marked a reversal in soime respects.
“or example, it marked the end of city life,
reversal to a pastoral economy and the
predominance of a tribal systemof political
orpanization. However, with the knowl-
edge and use ofiron lechnology, it saw the
beginning of the spread of agricullure
threughout  the country, 1L thus laid the
foundations of a civilization in all parts of
the country, whereas the Harappan culture
had been confined to parts of north-west-
ern India. The culture that began to cmerge
during this phase was the result of the
intermixing of the Indo-Aryans with the
pre-exislinginhabitants of India, It is inter-
esting {0 remember that some elements of
the culture of this period have survived
over a period of )00 years and continue to
be a part of Incian culture today.

The next phase, covering the period
from about the sixth century B.C. to about
200B.C., ismarked by far-reaching changes
in almost every aspect of life in India. This
period saw the spread of agricullure over
large parts of the counlry, the rise of cities
and the formation ofstates. The period also
saw theriseand decline of the firstall-India
emipire in Indian history. This period is
important not only for political unity but
also forcaltural unity. Two major religions
—Jainism and Buddhism —which arose in
the sixth century B.C. left a lasting influ-
ence o Indian life and culture. These reli-
gions also influenced religious beliefs and
praclices which, grouped together, are
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known as Hinduism, Hinduism as it deve-
loped, included many Vedic beliefs and
practices but had many other features
which distinguished it from the religion of
the Vedas. This period saw the spread
throughout the country of beliefs and prac-
tices associated with Hinduism, including
Vedic religion, as well as Buddhism and
Jainism, Alongside these, a large number of
other beliefs and practices also continued.
The Varna system, the system of social
organization popularly known as the caste
system, which had arisen in the Vedic Age
now became well-established and gradu-
ally became the dominant form of social
organization throughout the country. This
formof social organization was peculiar to
India. Theriseol cilies, crafis and tradealso
furthered the process of cultural unity.
This process isbestexemplified by Ashoka.
He unified alinost the entire country under
one empire butrenounced the use of war as
state policy. Instead he declared the victory
of righteousness as the reai victory. In him
we also find a change in the ideal of king-
ship. Ashoka, in one of his edicts, said,
"Whatever exertions I make, Istriveonly to
discharge the debt that | awe to all living
creatures'. Mostofhis inscriptions spread
over different parts of the country are in
Prakrit, which seems to have become the
lingtia franea of the country, and in Brahmi
script, the earliest known Indian script,
and mother of most Indjan seripts. How-
ever, inareas where thelanguage and script
were different, the Ashokan edicts were
inscribed in the local language and the
local script. Though he himself became a
Buddhist, Ashcka made no effort to im-
pose it on others. In one of his edicts, he
saidl, "One who reveres one's own religion
and disparages that of another fram devo-
Lion to one's own retigion and to glorily it
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over all other religions, does injure one's
own religion most certainly”.
Thenextphaseinancientindian history
coverg the period from about 200 B.C. to
about A.D. 300. This phase is extremely
important for the changes that took placein
economic and political life, and significant
developments in various aspects of cul-
ture, including religon, art and science and
technology. In economic life, this period is

significant for advancement in India's in-

ternational trade, both by land and sea
routes, and lhe emergence of crafts and
towns, unknown fo earlier phases of an-
cient Indian history. In political life, large
parts of north-western, northern and west-
ern India were ruled by dynasties of non-
Indianorigin. These were thelndo-Greeks,
the Shakas, the Parthiansand ihe Kushanas.
These political contacts facilitated develop-
ments in the economy mentioned above
and brought India into close contact with
the cultures of Central and West Asia and
with the Graeco-Roman world. This inter-
action played animporlantrole in the flow-
ering of Indian culture during this phase.
Most of the foreign rulers of Indian territo-
ries adopted one or the other [ndian reli-
gion. A significant evenl was the growth of
the Mahayana sect of Buddhism, which the
Kushana ruler Kanishka patronized, and
the development of the preat Buddhist art
associaled with it. In the Deccan and the
south, a number of states emerged, inclu-
ding the powerful kingdom of the

Satavahanas. These stales also deve]oped‘

close trade relations with other parts of the
world. There was significant progress of
Buddhist art in the Deccan, and the begin-
ning of Tamil literature in thesouth. India’s
first contact with Christianity is believed
to have taken place during this period,
though it was many centuries Jaler thal

0

Christianity came to have a significanl
following in India.

The last phase of the ancient period of
Indianhistory startsin early fourth century
A.D. and endsin about the eighth century.
The Guplas buill a large kingdom during
this period which remained powerful for
about a centwry. In the Deccan and the
south, there were {wo major kingdoms
during this period —of the Pallavas and of
the Chalukyas. In some respects, this was
also a period of reversals, which wilnessed
a gradual decline of towns and trade, of
strong centralized stales, and he begin-
ning of the system of Jand granis. These
developments, according to some schol-
ars, mark the beginning of feudalism in
India. Some of the finest achieyvements in
various fields of culture —art, architecture,
literature, philosophy, science, technology
—can, however, be dated to this period.
Because of these achievements, this period
is often described as the classical age of
Indian civilization. In religion, this is a
period of decline of Buddhism and the rise
of Brahmanical religion or Hinduismas we
know ittoday. Idol worship became popu-
lar and building of temples on a large scale
started in the south and the Deccan as well
as in the north. Art inspired by Buddhism
also continued, particularly in sculpture
and painting. Great progress was made in
literalure, bolh religious and secular, in
Sanskrit whichalso became the language of
the courts in most parts of the country.
Tamil literature also made great progress
and the Alvars and Nayanars, the
Vaishnavite and Shaivite saints, made last-
ing contributions to it. In spite of Lhe domi-
nanl position of Sanskril in most parls of
the country, this period marks the begin-
ning of many modern Indian languages as
well as distinct scripts in differend ports of
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the country. The period is also important
for some of the most significant advances
in science and technology. Most of the
major works in astronomy, mathematics
and medicine belong to this peviod.

Dy the time the anctent period of Indian
history came to a close, India had deve-
loped a culture which was marked by fea-
tures that have characterized itever since,

The Medieval Period

During the medieval period, some of the
achievements of the ancient times were
carried forward and new and magnificent
structures were builton those foundations.
Many new elements appeared in Indian
society which influenced the growth of
various aspects of culture.

The period from theeighth to the twelfth
century inpoliticallifeisdominated mainly
by the presence of 2 largenumber of states.
Thebigper ones among them tried to estab-
lish their supremacy in northern India and
the Deccan. The main contenders in this
struggle forsupremacy werethe Pratiharas,
the Palasand the Rashtrakutas, Inthe south,
the most powerful kingdom to emerge
. during this period was that of the Cholas.
The Cholas brought about the political
uniflcation of Jarge partsof the country but
the general political picture was that of
fragmentation, particularly in northern
India. The process of decline in tradeand of
urban centres had continued. In social life,
there was greater rigidificationof the caste
system than before, In some respects, the
period was characterized by stagnation
and insularity. Seen as a whole, however,
the situation was not sodismal. Some of the
mostsplendid temples in India were built,
in a variety of regional styles, during this
period, bothin thenorth and the south. The
periad is also important for the growth of
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modern Indian languages. Architecture,
sculpture, literature, and philos ophy flour-
ished under the patronage of the Chola
kings. Tradeand cultural contacts with the
counitries of South-East Asia received an
impetusin the Chola kingdom, New trends
towards cultural unity also emerged dur-
ing this period. One of these trends is asso-
ciated with the name of the philosopher
Shankaracharya who set up his maths or
monasteries in different parts of the coun-
try. The other was the beginning of the
Bhakti cult throughout the country. Tt had
originated with the Alvars and Nayanars,
the Vaishnavite and Shaivite saints, in
southern India. In the following centuries,
this cult became a major feature of the
religious life of the people in most parts of
the country.

Itwas in this period that India's contact
with the new religion of Islam began. The
contacts began late in the seventh century
torough the Arab traders. Later, in early
eighth century, the Arabs conguered Sind.
In the tenth century, the Turks emerged as
a powerful force in Central and West Asia
and carved out kingdoms for themnselves.
They conquered Persia but, in turn, their
life was deeply influenced by the old and
rich Persian culture, The Turks frst in-
vaded India during thelate tenth and early

“eleventh century and Punjab came under

Turkish rule. Another secles of Turkish.
invasions in the late twelfth and early thir-
teenth century led to the establishment of
the Sultanat of Deihi. Within a few centu-
ries after the rise of Islam in Arabia, it
Hecame the second most popular religion

in India with followers in every part of the
country.

The establishment of the Sultanat of
Delhi marked thebeginning of anew phase
in the history of medieval India. Politically,
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it led to the unification of northern India
and parts of the Deccan for almost a century.
Its rulers, almost from the time of the
establishment of the Sultanat, succeeded in
separating it from the country from which
they had originally come. The Sultanat
disintegrated towards the end of the
fourteenthcentury leading to theemergence
of a number of kingdoms in different parts
ofthe country. Some of these, for example,
the Bahmani and Vijayanagar kingdoms,
became very powerful. In society, the
period is important for the introduction of
new elements —the Turks, the Persians, the
Mongolsand the A fghans, besides the Arabs
who had settled sown in some coastal
regions —into India. There were important
changes in economic life also. Trade and
crafts received a stimulus and many new
towns arose as centres of administration,
trade and crafts. New elements of
technology were also introduced during
this period.

Culturally, this period marks the
beginning of a new stage in the growth of
India's composite culture. It saw the
introduction of new features in art and
architecture of India and their diffusion to
all parts of the country. The architecture
Lhat developed during this period was the
result of the synthesis of the traditions of
Central Asia and Persia with the pre-existing
Indian styles. During the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries, distinctive styles ofart
and architecture also developed in the
regional kingdoms, which had emerged
with the disintegration of the Sultanat.
During this time notable advances were
madein the development of languages and
literature. Modern Indian languages,
which had started developing earlier,
became major vehicles of literature. These
languages were enriched by the Bhakti
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saints and this gave the lilerature of these
languages many common features. Two
new languapes — Arabic and Persian
became a part ofIndia’s linguistic heritage.
Of these, Arabic was mainly the language
of Islamic learning. For literature and in
its widespread use, Persian was muore
important. In many areas, it replaced
Sanskrilas thecourtlanguageand through-
ouf the country, along with Sanskrit, it be-
came the language of learning. Hisforical
writings for the firsttime becamean impor-
tantcomponentof Indian literature. Under
the mfluence of Persian, new forms of
literature such as the ghazal were intro-
duced.

The period saw two great religious
movements, besides the spread of a new
religion. The Bhakti movement whicl had
starfed many cenluries earlier, spread
throughout the country. Significantly, the,
Bhakti movement, best represented by
Kabir and Nanak, disapproved of religious
narrow-mindedness, superstitions and
observance of formal rituals. The Bhakti
saints condemned caste inequalities and
laid siress on human brotherhood. The
other was the Suli movement, The Sufis, or
the Muslim mystics, preached the message
ofloveand human brotherhood, These two
movements played a leading role in
combating religious exclusiveness and
narrow-mindedness and in bringing the
peopleofall communities together, Sikhism
began toemerge as a new religion based on
the teachings of Guru Nanak and other
sainds.

The growth of a composite culture
reached its highest point under the Great
Mughals in the sixteenth and seventeenth
centuries. The Mughals built an empire
which once again brought about the politi-
calunification ofalarge partof the country.
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Like Ashoka earlier, Akbar, the greatest of
the Mughal eraperors, followed a policy of
Stelh-kie! ( peace with all'). He said,-"The
various religious communities are Divine
treasures entrused to us by God. We must
fove them as such, It should be our firm
faith that every religion is blessed by Him,
and our earnest endeavour to enjoy the
bliss of the evergreen garden of universal
toleration, The Eternal King showers his
favours on all men without distinction.
Kings who are ‘shadows of God' should
never give up this principle”, Some of the
finest specimens of Indian architecture and
literature belong to this period. A new
significant art form was painting which
flourished under the partonage of the
Mughal court. Tnfluenced by the Persian
traditions, the Mughal painting developed
intoadistinctindianstyle. Itlater spread to
ather parts of the country in various re-
gional styles. Another significant develop-
ment was the emerpence of a naw language
~Urdu—which became the lingua franca of
the peuple ofthe towns in many parts of the
country,

The Madern Period

The eighteenth century marks the begin-
ning of the modern period of India’s his-
tory. Politically, the period saw Lhe decline
of the Mughal empire and the rise of a
number of smalland bigindependentstates
in different parts of the country. None of
these states was able to replace the Mughal
empirewhichhad politically unified a large
part of the country for about 150 years. In
spite of this, hoewever, the process of the
prowth of a composite culture continued.
This is evident from the new schools of
painting which arase as a result of the
influence of the Mughal painting, literature
in various Indian languages, including
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Urdy, and the continuing process of the
coming together of people belonging to
different communities,

This period, when looked at in the con-
text of changes taking place in some other
parts of theworld, is one of stagnation. You
have read before about some of the deve-
lopments that had been bringing about
far-reaching changes in the social, eco-
nomic, cultural and palitical life of Europe.
Significant advancements had taken place
in the field of science, and soon new tech-
nologies were to further transform the so-
cial, economic and political life in many
countries of Europe. The process of coloni-
zation of vast areas of the world by a few
European countries had been under way
since the sixteenth century. Changes of a
comparable nature failed to take place in
India, asalsoin other countries of Asia and
Africa. There was also no awareness of the
importance of the changes taking place in
Europe in spite of contacts with Eurapean
traders, missionaries and others. From
about the middle of the eighteenth century,
the ronquest of India by Britain began. 1t
was completed ina few decades and by the
middleof thenineteenth century, the entire
country was under the direct or indirect
rule of the British. For the (irst time in her
history, India came under foreign rule. She
was ruled by foreipners who had not come
to settle but to rule in the interest of their
mother country. A new system of exploita-
tion of one country by the dominant classes
and groups of another country came into
being. Under the new conditions created
by foreign rule, the people of India were
awakened and this awakening expressed
itself, finally, in the struggle' for indepen-
dence, the end of imperialist exploitation
of India and the building of a new India.
From the early decades of the nineteenth
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century, various social; religious, CLil‘tural
and intellectual movements took root which
aimed at removing the state of stagnation
of Indian society, These movements were
influenced by the modern demaocratic, hu-
manistic and scientific thought and played
an important role in promoting national
consciousness and in laying the founda-
tions of a new phase in India's cultural
development, The nationalisl movement
united the Indian people on a new basis. Tt
recognized and cherished the unity in di-
versity and the compositenature of India's
culture asits unique feature, The nurturing
of this feature was an integral part of the
nationalist movement's objective of build-
ing an independent, united and forward-
looking India, You will read about some
aspects of the developments that Look place
in India in the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries in Chapters 15 and 164.

The historical background discussed in
this section provided the broad context for
studying the development of a few aspects
of culture which are described in the
following sections.

ART AND ARCHITECTURE

The slory of Indian art begins with
Harappan culture. You have seen that the
Harappans were great builders, skilled in
town planning. The houses with the vari-
ous facilities, the granaries, the Great Bath,
show how skilful and efficient the people
were in conshruction. The terracotta and
stone images, the bronze figure of the dan-
cing girl and the arlistic seals reveal the
exquisite workmanship of the artists.

Mauryan Period
The next stage of Indian avt begins with
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the Mauryan period. It was a period of
economic prosperity, imporlant develop-
ment inreligious thinking and practice and
also one of remarkable artistic achieve-
ments. Mepasthenes, who came to India as
theambassador ofthe Greek ruler Seleucus,
described the palace of Chandragupta
Maurya in glowing terms. 1t was large and
luxurious and built of carved waood. The
earliest storne buildings were based on
wooden models,

The monolithic pillars of Ashaka on
which are inscribed his famous edicts are

Rampurva Bull Capital
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the great monuments of the Mauryan age.
Some scholars trace these pillars to the
infAuence of Persia. The most striking fea-
ture of these pillars is the finely carved
capital with magnificent animal figures.
Weareall familtar with Sarnath lion capital
which forms part of India's National Em-
blem. The Rampurva Bull capital is one of
the best specimens of animal sculpture.
The polish and smoothness of these pillars
are amazing.

Another artistic achievement of this
period is the famous stupa at Sanchi, In
every stupa there was a small chamber in
which a casket with relics of the Buddha or
the Buddhist monks were placed. The sur-
face of the stupa was generally built of
bricks with a thick layer of plaster. The
stupa was crowned by anumbrellaof stone.
The monument was surrounded by a fence
with a path provided for Pradakshina
(circomambulation). The original stupas
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were enlarged and beautified from time (g
time. The Sanchi stupa which still stands
intact is a well-preserved and splendid
monument. A number of lessar stupas and
other buildings such as monasteries ang
rest-houses are found in and around the
main stupa,

The stupa at Sanchi as it stands today
has stone railings and gateways around it,
These were added later after the Mauryas,
The gateways are a very striking leature,
There are four gateways at the four cardi-
nal points and they contain very lively and
beautifully carved panels. In these panels
are depicted events from the life of the
Buddha and details from the Jataka stories.
They also depict a landscape of trees and
floral designs, groups of animals and birds,
beautiful figures of yakshas and yakshitis,
and men and women, Thus the Sanchi
reliefs present the story of the Buddha and
provide glimpses into Indian life through

RPN T R I.L‘..u-l

Sanchi Stupa




THE HERITAGE OF INDIA

clear, simple and dramatic scenes.

The Buddha is depicted in these panels
not through his image but through the use
of various symbols; for example, the horse
represents his 'renunciation’, the 'boddhi’
tree his enlightenment.

Gandhara and Mathura Schools of Axf

The next important stage in the growth of
artis associated with the name of Gandhara
in the north-west. By this time the worship
of the image of Buddha had become com-
mon, After theGreekinvasionsand during
the period of the Kushanas, many artists
from West Asia had settled down in the
north-west of India, They were deeply
influenced by the Graeco-Roman art.
Mahayana Buddhism encouraged image
worship. The Kushana kings, patticularly
Kanishka, encouraged the Gandhara art-
ists to sculpture themes from Buddha'slife
and the Jatakas, The distinctive school of art
which grew here is called the Gandhara
sthool of art. A large number of the images
of the Buddha and the Bodhisattvas were
praduced.

Another school of art to develop in the
eatly centuries of the Christian erais that of
Mathura. From the beginning of the Chris-
tian era, Mathura became an important

centreofartistic activities and thefiguresof ;
‘the Buddha and’ the Bodhisattvas .were =~

‘produced there, The fine qualilies of indi-
genous art traditions were preserved and
improved upon by the Mathura sculptors.
The images produced here became the
models for the succeeding generations of
artists,

This was also the period of the growth
of art in Amaravati, developed under the
Satavahanakings. Like the stupaat Sanchi,
there was a great stupa in Amaravaiiin the
lower Godavari valley. The stupa has
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disappeared but many ofits fine pieces are
still intact in various musewms. Many bas-
relief medallions and panelled friezes deco-
rated the stupa. These, like the stupa at
Sanchi, depict events from the life of the
Buddha and the Jntgka stories, One of these
depicts the story of-the taming of the
elephantby the Buddha. A rogue-elephant
was let loose to kill the Buddha while he
was walking along the streets of Rajagriha.
The panel shows the elephant rushing

Boddhisattva, Gandhar

through the streets, the panic it caused, the
reactions of men and women and finally
the elephant kneeling before the Buddha.
The climax,is portrayed subtly and the
magic of the story is brouglit out by asingle
panel,



12

There are a number of other places in
this region where Buddhist remains have
been discovered. The excavations at
Nagarjuna-konda before that site was sub-
merged inthe waters ofthe Nagarjunasagar
dam have added to the treasures of the
Buddhist art.

The Gupta period saw the flowering of
ancient Indian culture. One of the signifi-
cant developments was the beginning of
the Hindu temple. Anexample of this is the

Awmaravati medallion depictiug the taming of Hie
efephant by the Budidla

lemple at Dengarh whichwasa small shrine-
room where the image of the god was
placed. The wvaraliavatar depicted in the
Udaygiri caveisavery impressive one. The
simple and lovely Buddha images from
Sarnath are an evidence of the skill of the
sculptors of the Gupta period. Some of the
caves of Ajanta and Ellora also belang to
this period,

The Hindu temple which began in this
period had a simple square as its ground-
plan.
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Cave Architecture

The development of the cave architecture
is an important phase in the history of
Indian architecture. More than a thousand
caves from about the second century B.C,
to tenth century A.D. were excavated in
different parts of India. Most of them are
Buddhist; some are Hindu and Jain. Beay-
tiful chaityas (worshipping halls), vilaras
(monasleries), mandapas, rathas and cave
temples have been cut out of rocks, The
stability and permanence of the rock at-
tracted the patrons to encourage the build-
ing of enduring momuments and dedicate
thern for religious purposes. Therocks were
turned info lovely shrines with pillared
halls and living-rooms decorated with
sculpture, This is an amazing evidence of

Gupta Temple, Deogarh
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the extraordinary skill and patience of the
craftsmen and mastery that they acquired
over the hard rock.

The earliest rock-cut temples were ex-
cavated in western Deccan in the early
years of the Christian ¢ra, The first monu-
ment of this period is the Chaitya at Karle,
It has a fine hall with highly polished and
decorated pillars and a vaulted roof.

The second phase of rock architecture
produced some exquisite creations. The
growing popularity of image worship in

Budha Preaching, Sarnath
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Mahayana Buddhism, Hinduism and
Jainism stimulated building activities. The
cave temples of Ajanta, Elephanta, Ellora,
the mandapas, the rathas of Mahabalipuram,
and the Kailasa temple at Ellora are some of
the preat achievements of this period. The
size of these monuments, the infinite vari-
ety of themes from Mahayana Buddhism,
Hinduism and Jainism, the colossal images
of the Buddha, the maguificent panels de-
picting all aspects of life —these strike us
when we visit the caves of Ajanta, Ellora
and Elephanta. Some of theexcellent sculp-
tures in these caves were executed under
the patronage of the Chalukyas and the
Rashtrakutas.

In the Elephanta caves we see the mag-
nificent "trimurti'. The very idea ofa colos-
sal image of three aspects of the godhead is
prand. The excelience of the details is re-
vealed if we study each of the faces care-
fuily.

There are 27 caves in Ajanta. They con-
tain the finest paintings of the ancient times
in India. Some of the caves conftain extraor-
dinarily beautiful images of the Buddha,
scenes from his life and from the jataka
staries.

At Ellora there are about 35 caves with
finesculptures. Some of thedramatic events
from Hindumythology captured the atten-
tion of the sculptors who have immortal-
ized them. The preatest work here, the
Kailasa temple, is a contribution of the
Rashtrakutas. This temple, which has been
hewn out of a massive rock, is an example
of the daring resourcefuiness and love of
beauly of the sculptors of the time. The
temple is elaborately aderned with figures
and decorations, In allits details itislike a
structural temple, butitisa gem of rock-cut
architecture,

The artistic progress of the Gupla age
continued for centuries and spread widely.
The Chalukyas, the Rashtrakutas and the
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placed. The wvarahqvaiar depicted in the
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simple and lovely Buddha images from
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Cave Architecture

The development of the cave archilecture
is an important phase in the history of
Indian architecture. More than a thousand
caves from about the second century B.C,
to tenth century A.D. were excavated in
different parts of India. Most of them are
Buddhist; some are Hindu and ]ain. Beau-
tiful chaityas (worshipping halls), vitaras
(monasteries), mandapas, rathas and cave
temples have been cut out of rocks. The
stability and permanence of the rock at-
tracted the patrons to encourage the build-
ing of enduring monuments and dedicate
them forreligious purposes. The rocks were
turned into lovely shrines with pillared
halls and living-rooms decorated with
sculpture. This is an amazing evidence of
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the extraordinary skill and patience of the
craftsmen and mastery that they acquired
over the hard rock.

The earliest rock-cut temples were ex-
cavated in western Deccan in the early
years of the Chrislian era. The first monu-
ment of this period is the Chaitya al Karle.
It has a fine hall with highly polished and
decorated pillars and a vaulted roof.

The second phase of rock architeclure

produced some exquisite creations. The
prowing popularity of image worship in
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Mahayana Buddhism, Hinduism and
Jainism stimulated building activities. The
cave temples of Ajanta, Elephanta, Ellora,
the mandapas, the ratigs of Mahabalipuram,
and the Kailasa temple at Ellora are some of
the preat achievements o this period. The
size of these monuments, the infinite vari-
ety of themes from Mahayana Buddhism,
Hinduism and Jainism, the colossal images
of the Buddha, the magnificent panels de-
picting all aspects of life —these strike us
when we visit the caves of Ajanta, Ellora
and Elephanta. Some of the excellent sculp-
tures in these caves were executed under
the patronage of the Chalukyas and the
Rashtrakutas.

In the Elephanta caves we see the mag-
nificent 'trimurti'. The veryidea of a colos-
salimage of three aspects of the godhead is
grand. The excellence of the details is re-
vealed if we study each of the faces care-
fully.

There are 27 caves in Ajanta. They con-
tain the finest paintings of the ancient times
in India.Some of the caves contain extraor-
dinarily beautiful images of the Buddha,
scenes from his life and from the Jataka
stories.

At Ellora there are about 35 caves with
finesculptures. Some of the dramatic events
from Hindumythology captured the atten-
tion of the sculptors who have immortal-
ized them. The greatest work here, the
Kailasa temple, is a contribulion of the
Rashtrakutas. This temple, which has been
hewn out of a massive rock, is an example
of the daring resourcefulness and love of
beauty of the sculptors of the time. The
temnple is elaborately adorned with figures
and decorations. In all its details itis like a
structural temple, butitisagem ofrock-cut
architecture.

The artistic progress of the Gupla age
continued for centuriesand spread widely.
The Chalukyas, the Rashtrakutas and the
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Pallavas of the Deccan and southern India
added magnificent monuments, both caves
and structural temples.

Doth the rock-tut and structural monu-
mentsof the Pall was aremagnificent speci-
mens of architecture. The Mandapas at
Mahabalipuram are excavated halls with
finely carved pillars and panels,

The splendid panel called the 'Descent

L
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ofthe Ganga' inMahabalipuramisa unique
rock-cut sculpture. The story of Dhagi-
ratha's penance to bring down the Ganga is
the theme of the panel.

The Rathas of Mahabalipuram are well
known. The 'Ratha’ is aslwine carved outof
a single rock and it looks like a structural
temple. These Rathas are named after the
Pandavas. When you look at these Rathas,
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The Rathas, Mahabaliparam
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you find that each ene of them s different
in shape and size.

The Structural Temples

‘The Pallavas built a number of structural
temples also. The most famous of these is
the "Shaore temple’ at Mahabalipuram. TLis
located on the sea shore and hence it has
becen called the "'Shove temple’. The twin
towers of this lemple sel in a picturesque
background, make it an enchanting sight
on & nmoonlit night, Kanchipuram was the
capilal ol the Pallavas and numerous
temples were built there, Two of them
stand out prominently. The Kailasanatha
temple with its lovely oimnim and the nu-
merous panels depicting Shiva as Nataraja
i3 a fine specimen of Pallava art, The
Vaikunthaperumal temple is noted for its
entana and the series of panels depicling
the history of the Pallava dynasty.

The Cholas wilh their capital at
Thanjavur were great builders. The great-
est temple of India, the Birhadeeshwara
lemple at Thanjavur, was built during the
reign of Rajaraja Chola. The most striking

SOCIAL SCIENCE - PART 1

feature of this temple is its vimana. 1t iy
about 65 metres high and is built in such a
way that its shadow does not [all on the
ground. The grace and grandeur of the
vittang have nat been excelled by any othey
such creation. The pillared halls and the
sculptures ave fincispecimens of Chola ant.
In one of the halls, the various dance pos-
tures mentioned in Bharala's Natyashnstea
are shown in sculptures. In the walls of the
inner shrine there are a number of fine
paintings.

Many other famous temples were built
in the south. The Pandya rulers encowr-
aged the building of high outer walls with
enlrance gateways topped by gopurams.
Attention was now concentrated on the
gopurams rather than the vimana or the
shiklhara above the main shirine. The artislic.
glory of the gopuram became so popular
that it became a special characleristic of
south Indian temples. The goprrams of
Kanchi and Madurai temples can be seen
from long distances.

TheHoysala rulers of Mysore were preat
patrons of art. Magnificent temples were
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Kaitasaati Temple, Kanchipuram
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built in Belur, Halebid and other places.
These temples are noted for the profusion
of manifold pillars with rich and intricale
carvings. The delicalely carved friezes, the
minute details of the panelsdepicting gods
and poddesses, are like the work of the
jeweller rather than of the sculptor.

The Bronze Sculpture of the Cholas

Starting durmg the late Pallava period, the
bronze sculpture reached heights of glory
duringthe Chola rule, The imageof Nataraja
(the Lord of Dance)is a superb masterpiece
of the Chola bronze sculplure. The gran-
deur of its conception, its symbolism, its
artislic excellence and its charm have im-
pressed connoisseurs throughout the
world. There are mnany images of Nataraja
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indifferent dance poses. The bronze sculp-
tures were one of the most significant con-
tributions of the Cholas to Indian art.

North Indian Temples
Asinsouthern India, several stylesof temple
architecture developed in northern India.

Some of the most magnificent temples
were built in Orissa. The Lingaraja temple
of Bhubaneswar is located in an exlensive
area, with a number of subsidiary shrines.
The spire of the Lingaraja temple is about
4C metres high and is very impressive. The
immense spireis curved and hasa rounded
lop. Though there are many similarities
between theseand the lemples in the south,
the differences in style are striking,

The sun temple in Konarak, popularly

Aromze lmage of Naterajn
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S Temple, Konarak

known as the 'black pagoda’, perhaps be-
cause of the black stone used, is unique in
design. Since it is dedicated to the sun god,
the whole temple is designed as a chariot
with twelve massive wheels drawn by
sevenhorses, Bach wheel withitsrichcary-
inzs is a masterpiece. The human and ani-
mal figures carved ocut in black slone are
most lifelike. The poses of dancing apsaras
depicted insculptures are studied by danc-
ers even today and are brought alive by
them in their performances. The theme of
several of these sculptures s amorous.
The Chandella rulers of central India
built the great temples of Khajuraho. The
shikhara of these temples is graceful and
refined and is adormed wilh sculptures.

The style of the shikfiarg varies from that of
the others. The sculptures in Konarak and
Khajuraho are some of the finest in India.
They are full of life and vitality.

The Jain temples at Mount Abu are the
finest monuments of the Solanki kings of
Gujarat whowere great patrons of avt. The
prosperous lrade brought in wealth that
was used for building Hindu and Jain
temples. The Abu temples are very attrac-
tive because of the delicate and intricate
carvings in white marble.

New Elements in Medieval Axt and
Architecture

The cormingof the Turks inaugurated anew

erain the history of Indian architecture, the
turksbroughtwith themarchitecturalideas
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developed in Persia, Arabia and Central
Asia. When these new rulers started erect-
ing religious and secular buildings such as
palaces and mosques, they came into con-
tact with the traditions that had already
been developed inIndia. The interaction of
these twao traditions resulted in a new syn-
thesis of architectural styles. The rulers of
the Sultanat were great patrons of architec-
ture-and under them the process of synthe-
sis started, It continued with many re-
gional variationsin the different kingdoms.
Duringthe Mughal period, the flowering of
this synthesis took place and some of the
greatest monuments of India were built.
Based on the interaction of the two tradi-
tions, a unique Indian style of architecture
was developed in this period.

R
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Before wedescribe this development, it
may be usefullo see thedistinchive features
of Lhe Islamic architecture which were o
play animportant partin the development
of a new style in Indian architecture.

These features are clearly seen in the
standardized architecture of the mosque
and the mausoleum. The mosque con-
sisted of a large, rectangular open court-
yard surrounded by arcades on all four
sides. The neltab which faces Mecca indi-
cates the direction to the prayer. The call to
worship was made from a tall tower or
minaret. In somemosques therewere many
minarets. Another characteristic feature
was the arch in the gateway and other
places, The dome was another prominent
feature of the mosque and the mausoleum.




20

The chief decorative element was sculptur-
ing the building with geometrical designs
and lettering in calligraphic style. Some aof
these features werenew toIndianarchitec-
ture. The ancient Indian buildings were
decorated with beautiful carvingand sculp-
ture while the Muslim buildings were
marked by simplicity and lack of adorn-
ment, When the new buildings began to be
erected, the two styles were gradually syn-
thesized into a new and unique style.

Axchitecture under the Sultanat

The Turkish rulers utilized the services of
thelocal designers and craftsmen who were
among the most skilful in the world. The
new fusionthatstarted to take place avoided
the extreme stoplicity of the [slamic archi-
tecture and the lavish decoration of the
earlier Indian architecture.

Among the first buildings to be erected
were the mosques at Delhi and Ajmer by
Qutb-ud-din Aibak. The mosque built in
Deihi was called the Quwwat-ul-Islam
mosque. [t measured about 70 x 30 metres.
The central arch of this mosque which is
decorated withbeautiful sculptured callig-
raphy still stands and is about 17 metres
high and about 7 metres wide,

The successor of Quth-ud-din,
[ltutmish, was a great buildec. He further
exiended the mosque, He also completed
the building of the Qutb Minar which had
beenstarted by Qutb-ud-dinand now stood
in the extended courtyard of the mosque,
Thisis a tower rising to a height of about 70
metres and is one of the most renowned
monuments of India,

The next important buildings belong to
the reign of Ala-ud-din Khalji. Heenlarged
the Quwwat-ul-Islam mosque still further
and built a gateway to the enclosure of the
mosque, the Alai Darwaza. Decorative
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Orie of the arches of the Quwwat-ul-Islam
Mosque, Delhi, The Iron Pillar, belonging to the
Gupin perfod, can be seen in the front

element was introduced to beautify the
building. He also started building a itinar
whichwasdesigned tobe double the height
of Qutb Minar, but the project remained
unfultilled.

The Tughlaqs who cameafter the Khaljis
concentrated on the building of new cities
inDelhilike Tughlagqabad, Jahanpanatiand
Ferozabad. A number of buildings were
erected which differed in their style from
the earlier buildings. Massive and strong
structures like the tomb of Ghiyasuddin
Tughlagand the walls of Tughlagabad were
built. The buildings of the Tughlaq period

. weresignificant from the point of view of the

development of architecture. They were not
beautiful but massive and very impressive.
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Architecture in the Regional Kingdoms

The regional kingdoms, building on the
achievements of the previous period, de-
veloped their own distinctive slyles of
architecture. The process of synthesis con-
tinued in these kingdoms also and resulted
in the construction of some of the finest
buildings in India.

In Bengal were built the Adina mosque
and the tomb of Jalal-ud-din Muhammad
Shal at Pandua and the Dakhil Darwaza
and Tantipara mosque at Gaur. The oblong
shape of many structures and the peculiar
style of roof constructions were some of the
distinctive features of the regional archi-
tecture of Bengpal.

21

In Jaunpur, the Shargi kings built an
impressive monument, the Atala mosque.
A huge massive screen covers the dome.
The walls and the ceilings are decorated
with many ancient Indian designs like the
lotus.

The rulers of Gujarat built many struc-
tures notable for their grandeur and the
excellence of their carving and other deco-
rative forms. Ahmad Shaly, the founder of
Ahmedabad, built the Tin Darwaza and -
the Jami Masjid. The finest building in
Ahmedabad is the Sadi Saiyyid mosque
popularly known as the Jaliwali Masjid.
The delicacy of thework is evident from the
screens. Malimud Begarha built the impos-
ing Jama Masjid at Champaner.

The buildings at Mandu developed a
distinctive style of their own under the
Sultans of Malwa. Here were built the Jama
Masjid, the Hindola Mahal, the Jahaz Mahal
and a number of tombs. The buildings of
Malwa have wide and imposing arches
and the windows are gracelully decorated.
The tombof HoshangShahis made entirely
of marble, the first of its kind in India, and
is delicately decorated with yellow and
black marble inlay work,

The rulers of Kashmir also built many
beautiful buildings. Timber, stone and
brick were used in the Jama Masjid com-
pleted by Sultan Zain-ul-Abidin. The turret
is a striking [eature of the mosques of
Kashmir and recalls to mind the Buddhist
pagodas. The tomb of Zain-ul-Abidin's
mother, built entirely of brick and glazed
tiles, has beendesigned in the Persian style.

The Bahmani Sultans in the Deccan
erected a number of buildings in a distinc-
tive slyle at Bidar and Gulbarge. They
borrowed from the styles of Persia, Syria,
Turkey and those of the temples of south-
ern India. The Jama Masjid in Gulbarga is
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quite well known, The courtyard of this
mosque is covered with a large number of
domes. Ttis the only mosque in India which
has a covered courtyard. Instead of mina-
rets, there are domes at the four corners
and a fifthand bigger one above the prayer
chamber. The absence of decorative work
does not mar its grandeur. There are two
groups of tombs. The first group has the
tombs of the first two Sultans and shows
the impress of the Tughlaq archiltecture.
The second group called the fnlft gumbad
ot 'seven tombs’ shows the influence of
Persian and ancient Indian styles. Bidar
also has a number of tombs. The tomb of
Sultan Ahmad Shah Ali is richly decorated
with beautiful paintings. The finest monu-
ment at Bidar is the madrasa of Mahmud
Gavan, the great minister of the Bahmani
kingdom for many years. It is a three-
storeyed building and has two towering
minars at the front corners.

After the Bahmani kingdom was split
up, many other buildings, such as the
Mehtar Mahaland the Ibrahim Rauza, were
erected in the new principalities. The Gol
Gumbaz, whichis one of the largest domes
in the world, at Bijapur, and the fort of
Goleonda, which is one of the strongest in
India, and many tombs in Golconda also
belong to this period.

These regional kingdoms, in the north

and the south, played a significant role in-

the development of a common culture.
The Vijayanagar kingdom in the south
which arose in the fourteenth century and
wasdestroyed in A.D.1565 also had anum-
ber of achievements in architecture to its
credit, Only the rulns remain to tell the
story of their past magnificence. The best
examples of the Vijayanagar architecture
were the Vithalswami and Hazar Rama
temples at Hampi. The former has' three
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gopierams and a number of highly deco-
rated pillars. The pillars of the latter were
richly carved as were the inner walls and
depicted scenes from the Ramayana.

Tomb at Golconda

The Mughal Architecture

The process of synthesis was completed
under the Mughals and the new architec-
ture which had started taking shape with
the establishment of the Sultanat reached
the pinnacle of giory. The achievernents of
the Mughal period are the finestin architec-
ture as wellas in other fields of culture and
can be very well compared with any pre-
ceding age in Indian history.

Babur and Humayun, the first two
Mughal kings, erected a number of build-
ings with the help of Persian architects and
these, now in ruins, are not very impres-
sive. Humayun had to flee the country in
the face of the rising power of the Afghan
ruler, Sher Shah Suri. There was a short
interregnum of Afghan rule before
Humayun recovered the Indian territories
for the Mughals. The mostimportant build-
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Akbar's Mausoleim, Sikandaia
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ingerected during the A fghan interregnum
is the mausoleum of Sher Shah at Sasaram,
The mausoleum is a well-proportioned
buildingand standsin the middle ofa tank.

The Mughal architecture, properly
speaking, began in the reign of Akbar. The
firstimportant building of Akbar's reign is
Humayun's tomb at Delhi. In this magnifi-
cent tomb, the Persian influence is very
strong, particularly in the construction of
the dome. However, unlike the Persians’
use of bricks and plazed tiles, the Indian
builders ofthe tombused stoneand marble.
The two significant [eatures of the Mughal
architeclure are also evident here — the
large gateways and the placement of the
building in the midst of a large park, The
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tomb provided many architectural ideas
for the building of the Taj Mahal later.
The next important buildings erected
under Akbar were the forts at Agra and
Lahore. Hebuilthis palace within the Agra
fort. Many new buildings were constructed

'in the fort and perhaps the old ones altered

by Akbar's successors. However, the parts
attributed to Akbar's reign were built
under the strong influence of the ancient
Indian style and have courtyards and pil-
lars. For the first time in the architecture of
this style, living beings —elephants, lions,
peacocks and other birds — were sculp-
tured in the brackets.

The crowning achievement ot the reign
of Akbar was the building of his new capi-
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Tomb of Winad-nd-dawla, Agra
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tal at Fatehpur Sikri, about 40 kilometres
from Agra. The buildings at Fatehpur Sikri
havebeenbuiltinavariety of styles making
it one of the most magnificent capitals in
the world. Ithad a circumference ofover 10
kilometres. Cven now there exist a number
of magnificent siructures in Fatehpur Sikri.
The arch of the Buland Rarwaza is about 41
metres highand is perhaps the mostimpos-
ing gateway in the world. The tomb of
Salim Chishti built in white marble is ex-
quisite in its beauly, The building popu-
larly known as the palace of Jodha Bai was
built in the style of ancient Indian architec-
ture. The Jami Masjid shows the influence
ofthe Persianstyle. The cloisters surrcund-
ing it have a large number of domes and
rooms. The Diwan-i-aam and the Diwan-i-
khas are remarkable buildings and their
planning and decoration have a unique
Indian style, Birbal's house is profusely
sculptured with beaultiful patterns. An-
other notable building is the [badat-Khana
_ or the "House of Worship' where learned
peoplebelonging to various religions gath-

ered together and discussed questions of
* philosophy and theology in the presence of
the emperor, Then thereis the PanichMahal,
a five-storeyed building modelled perhaps
on the Buddhist viliaras.

During the reign of Jahangir, the mau-
soleum of Akbar was constructed at
Sikandara. This is a magnificent monu-
ment in many ways. After a long time, the
tinar became architecturally sipnificant
here. It has beautiful arches and domes.
But the whole structure, as Ferguson sug-
pested, is inspired by the Buddhist viiaras.
Jahangir also extended he palace build-
ings in the Agra fort and built the beautiful
tomb of limad-ud-daula, the father of Nur
Jahan. The toimmb was built in marble and is
notableforitsbeautiful coloured inlay work.
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Jahangir's wifc Nur Jahan built a beautiful
mausoleum for her husband at Shahdara
near Lahore.

Thegreatestof the Mughalbuilders was
Shah Jahan, the successor of Jahangir. His
reipn marks the highest development of
Mughal architecture. Some of the finest
monuments of our counlry were built dur-
ing his reign.  Under him we (ind an ex-
ceedingly liberal use of marble, delicale
decorative designs, a variely of arches and
beautiful minarels. Thelist of Shah Jahan's
buildings is very large —the completionof
a large number of buildings in the Agra
fort, the city ofShahjahanabad and the Red
Fort of Delhi with its many buildings, the
Jama Masjid at Delhi, the Taj Mahal and
many others. Only a briel description of
Lhese buildingsis possiblehere. The Diwan-

Entrance Gate, Agra Forf
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i-aam and the Moti Masjid in the Agra fort
are built mainly in white rvarble with
beautiful coloured inlay work. The Diwan-
1-khas and the Diwan-i-aamin the Red Fort
arerichly decorated and are works of great
beauty. The Diwan-i-khas rightly bears the
inscription: Agarfirdas barrooe zammingst—
faminasto haminasto haninast (if there is a
paradise on earth, it is here, it is here, itis
here). The Red Fort has become assaciated
with the history of our country during Lhe
past 350 years and it is here that the na-
tional flag was unfurled on the day after
Indija became free. The Jama' Masjid at
Pelhi with its imposing domes and mina-
rets is the most famous mosque in the

§

country and one of the finest in the world.

The most magnificent of Shah Jahan's
buildings is the Taj Mahal built in memory
of his wife, Mumtaz Mahal. It represents
India's cultureat its bestand has beenaptly
described as 'the dream in marble'. [t is
remarkably well conceived and all its parts
— the pgateways, the central dome, the
elegant mingrs, the delicate decoration, the
inlay work in coloured marbles and pre-
cious stones, the fovely gardens surround-
ingitand the fountains in (ront —have been
perfectly executed.

The only notable buildings of the reign
of Aurangzeb, the last of the great Mughals,
are the Badshahi mosque at Lahore and the
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Moti Masjid at Deihi, The period after him
is one of general decline.

A significant contribution of the
Mughals, especially Jahangir, was the lay-
ing of gardens. Some of the finest gardens
were laid by him in Lahore and Srinagar.

The new style of architecture had a
significant influence on the construction of
Hindu temples and the secularbuildings of
the Rajputs during this period.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF PAINTING
IN INDIA

As in architecture, the cultural heritage of
India in the field of painting is very rich.
The firstand the most creative period of the
art of painting extends from the first to the
seventh centuries of the Clristian era. Of
this the richest heritage is that of the Ajanta

paintings. Many murals which once deco-
rated the walls of the Ajanta caves have
disappeareddue toneglectand theravages
of lime.

The paintings of Ajanta depict various
themes, There are those which depict the
pomp and splendour of the royal courts
and the romance of love and the joy of
feasting, singing and dancing and the man-
made world with luxurious products, build-
ings, textiles and jewellery, Some depict
the world of nature —vegetation and flow-
ers, animals and birds. Many themes de-
picted are from the Buddha's life and the
jataka stories. All the scenes depicted are
full of vitality. The figures are drawn with
admirable skill. The intense hurnan appeal
gives (he message of the unity of life de-
picted through the panorama of all forms
of life. Every form receives the equal atten-
tion of the artists and the various worlds of
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painting combine to give a fuller picture of
real life, The medium through which this is
doneis the line, In the Westwhatis achieved
with colour is achieved with line in India,
Theline used by the Ajanta artistsis unique,
sweeping over vast ardas with firmness
and rhythm. It can accomplish with equal
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skill the calm and serene Buddha and the
restless eager crowds in a dance or a mar-
ket-place. This stylein ancient times spread
to Central Asiaand is evident in wali Paint-
ings and in paintings on woqden panels,
In northern India, the frescoes at Bagh
are the best survivals, most of the others
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having been lost to us. The (radition of
painting continued for some time in other
parts of India, e.g. at Badami, Kanchi and
Ellora. Tt Jater spread to Sri Lanka where
the beautiful frescoes at Sigriya seem to be
directly related to the traditions of Ajanta.

Gradually the art of wall painting died,
though the art of book-illumination conti-
nued, particularly in Jain texts.

The next great erain the art of painling
was ushered in by the Mughals. The

Mughals brought with them the traditions
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of Persian painting. Humayun brought
with him to India two pupils of the great
painter Dehzad. They came into contact
with their counterparts in India and under
Akbar the synthesis of the two styles was
encouraged, He gathered togelher a num-
ber of painters [rom Persia, Kashmir and
Gujarat. The Ain-i-Akbari menlions a num-
ber of artists —Abdus Samad, Mir Saiyid
Ali, Miskin, Daswant, Basawan, Mukand
and many others. They illustrated manu-
scripts like the Dastan-i-Amir Hamza and
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Bibar Nawa. Individual pieces were also
painted. By the end of Akbar's reign, an
independent Mughal style of painting had
been developed.

Jahangir himself was a great connois-
seur and patron of painting. Urider him the
Mughal school of painting was fully deve
loped and made remarkable progress. The
painting was no longer confined to book-
illumination. Portrait painting and depic-
tion of subjects drawn from life and nature
became popular. Some of the finest paint-
erginthis period were Nadir, Murad, Bishan
Das, Manohar, Govardhan, Mansur and
Farrukh Beg, Writing about his own know-
ledge of painting in his autobiography,
Jahangir says that he could distinguish
between the work of each noted painter
even il a painting was the product of joint
work, The competence and skill of the
Indian arlists are evident from the incident
which Sir Thomas Roe, who came to the
court of Jahangir, mentions. The artists of
Jahangir's court made several copies of a
painting which Roe had presented to the
emperor on the sameday. The copies were
so perfect that Roe found it difficult to spot
the original.

Thus in thecourse of afew decades, fine
works of painting were created. The deve-
lopment continued under Shah Jahan. Dara
Shikoh, son of Shah jahan, was a great
patron of painting. With Aurangzeb, the
art declined in tite Mughal coutts.

With the withdrawal of court patronage
many artists went to different parts of the
counlry and influenced the development
of new schoals of painting. Two of the most
important schools of painting thal thus
emerged were the Rajasthaniand the Pahari
schools. The subjects of the paintings of
these schools were drawn from the epics,
myths and legends and love themes.
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LANGUAGES AND LITERATURE

India's heritage in languages and literature
is one of the richest in the world. Through
(he many centuries of India’s history, many
languages havegrownand have influenced
one another. Some of the languages that
weresspoken in India in ancient times and
had a rich literature have become extinct;
others remainimportant. For example, San-
skrit, though no longer a spoken language,
isstill a language of many religious rituals
and of literature. Howevet, the old lan-
guages have left their mark on the lan-
puages which we speak today and which
began to develop towards the close of the
ancient period. These languages have be-
queathed a very rich literature to us.

Languages

Besides many small groups, there are two
main groups of languages — the Indo-
EuropeanorIndo-Aryanand the Dravidian.
Most of the languages spoken in the north-
ern parts of India belong to the former
group and thoseof the southern paris to the
latter, However, these two groupshavenot
developed in isolation from ¢ach ather.
You have read about the Harappan
script which has not yet been deciphered.
We also do not know what language the
Harappans spoke. Sanskrit was the lan-
guage of the Indo-Aryans who came to
India and belongs to the Indo-European
group of languages. Sanskrit was gradu-
ally standardized and givenahighly scien-
tific grammar by Panini, the great gram-
marian, in about fourth century B.C. San-
skritwas the language of religion, philaso-
phy and learning and was used by the
upper castes, the brahmanas and the
kshatriyas, The common people spoke a
number of dialects which are called Prakrits.
Buddha, as you already know, preached in
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the language of the people. Buddhist litera-
ture was written in Pali, one of the Prakrits.
Ashoka had his rock and pillar edicts in-
scribed in the popular languages.

Among the Dravidian languages Tarmil
is the most ancient. The others developed
during the first milennium of the Christian
era.

Though Sanskrit again became the pre-
dominant language of learning in the pe-
riod of the Guptas, the Prakrits continued
to develop. The various spoken languages
that developed are called Apablrainshas.
These formed the basis of the madern In-
dian languages which developed in the
various regions of India during the medi-
eval period.

During the period of the Turks and the
Mughals, as you haveread before, twonew
lanpguages —Arabic and Persian —entered
india. Of these Persian is more important.
It was the court language for hundreds of
years and continued to be used widely
right up to the nineteenth century. A rich
tradition of Persian literature grew in India
during this period and led to the growth of
a new language — Urdu—based on the
dialects of Hindi and drawing much of its
vocabulary from Persian. It became the
common language of towns all over north-
ern India and the Deccan and developed a
very rich literature in poetry and prose.

Throughout the course of the develop-
ment of Indian languages, various foreign
languages have played a significant part
and helped Indian languages toenrich their
vocabulary. This happened as a result of
close contacts with the cultures of many
peoples outside India,

Thus thelanguages that we speak today

have a long his tory behind them, Thereare -

eighteen languages which have been men-
tioned in the Eighth Schedule of the Consti-
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tution of India. In addition to these, hun-
dreds of other languages are spoken by
people invarious partsof the country. This
vartety of languages has made India a
multilingual country. The languages spo-
ken today have grown over a period of
centuriesand have influenced and enriched
ong another,

Ancient Indian Literature

The earliest known work of the Aryans in
India was the Rig Veda which is a collection
of 1028 hymns in Vedic Sanskrit. Most of
the hymns are in praise of different Vedic
deities and were intended for recitation at
the Yajnas or sacrifices, Many of them are
beautiful descriptions of nature. Some of
themostenchantingare addressed to Ushas,
the goddess of dawn, like this one:

Inthesky's framework she has gleamed

with brighiness: The goddess has cast

off the robe of darkness. Rousing the
world from sleep, with ruddy horses,

Dawninherwell-yoked chariotis arriv-

ing (Rig Ved, 1, 1.1138)

The Rig Veda was followed by three
more Vedas — Yajur Veda which gives
directions for the performance of the Yajna,
the Saima Vedn which prescribes the tunes
for the recitaticn of the hymns of the Rig
Veda, and the Atharva Veda which prescribes
rites and rituals, After the four Vedas, a
number of works, called the Bralmianas,
grew which contained detailed explana-
tion of Vedic literature and instructions.
The Aranyakas, which are an appendix to
the Brahmanas, prescribed certain rites and
also laid the basis of a body of more
philosophical literature. It was the
Upanishadic literature which dealt with
questions like the origin of the universe,
birth and death, the material and spiritual
world, nature ofknowledge and many other
questions. The earliest Upanishads are the
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Brihad-Aranyaks and Chanddogya. The
Upanishads are in the form of dialogues
and express the highest lhoughts in simple
and beautiful imagery. Another body of
literature to grow in the early period was
the Vedangas which, besides rituals, were
concerned with astronomy, grammar and
phonetics: One of the most outstanding
works of this period was a classic on San-
skrit grammar, the Ashiadhyayi by Panini.

All these works were in Sanskrit. They
were handed down from generation to
generation orally and were put to writing
much later.

The two great epics, the Mafiabliarain
and the Ramnyana, were developed over a
period of cenluries and were perhaps put
ta writing in their present form in the sec-
ond century A.D. The Mahablaratn con-
lains about 100,000 verses and is the long-
est single poem in the world. Besides the
mainstory of thewarbetweenthe Pandavas
and the Kauravas, a number of other inter-
esting stories are woven intto this epic. The
Bhaguad Gita, a later addition to the
Mnhabharata, enshrines a philosophical
doctrine and in it ate described the three
paths to salvation, viz: Karia, Gyan and
Bhakti. The Ramaynua, the story of Rama, is
shorter than the Mahabliarata and is full of
interestingadventures and episodes. These
twa epics have influenced the thinking of
millions of people (or centuries.

This period abounds in both religions
and secular literature in Sanskrit. The
Lurntms are important, for they were the
main influence in the development from
early Vedic religion to Hinduism. There

- were many other shastras and sntritis. The
shasiras contained works of science and
philosophy. For example, the Arthashastra
by Kautilya was a breatise on the science of
governance, Theve were shiastras on art,
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mathematics and other sciences. The siritis
dealt with the performance of duties, cus.
toms and laws prescribed according o
dharma. The most famous of these is the
Manusutriti,

The early Buddhist literature was in
Paliand consists of two sections. The Suttn-
pitaka consists mainly of dialogues between
the Buddha and his followers. The Vinayn-
pitaka is concerned mainly with the rules of
the organization of the monasteries. The
Milinda-pantha is another great Buddhist
work consisting of dialogues between the
Indo-Greek king Menander and the Bud-
dhistphilosopher Nagasena. Another great
Buddhist work consists of hundreds of
Jataka stories which became the subjects of
Buddhist sculpture and are popular all
over the world for their wisdom. Later
many Buddhist works were written inSan-
skrit. Of these the most famous is the
Buddhacharita or 'Life of Buddha' by
Ashvaghosha.

The period beginning a little before the
reign of the Guptas ushered in the glorious
period of Sanskrit literature, particularly
secular, This was the greatest period for the
growth of poetry and drama. The great
writers of this period are well known-
Kalidasa, Bhavabhuti, Bharavi, Bhartribati,
Bana, Magha and many others. OFf these,
Kalidasa ts known all over the world. His
works — the Kumarasambhava, the
Raghuvamsha, the Meghaduta, the
Abhifranashakuntalam and others — are
unrivalled for their poetry and style. Bana
wrote the Harshacharita, a biography of
King Harsha, and Kadambati. Among the
ather famous works of the period are
Bhavabhuti's Utter-Ramincharita, Bharavi's
Kirtarjuniya,Vishakhadatta's Mudra
Rakhshasa, Shudraka's Mricchakatika.
Dandin wiote the Daskimaracharitn or the
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‘tales of the Ten Princes'. The subjects of
theseand other works were political events,
romances, allegaries, comedies and philo-
sophical questions. Besides these, there
was also a growing body of philosophical
literature. The most famous of these in the
later period are the great commentaries of
Shankaracharya. There werealso great col-
lections of tales and stories. The most fa-
mous collections are the Panchatantta and
the Kathasarit-sagar which have been trans-
lated into many languages all over the
world.

The four Dravidian languages —Tamil,’
Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam -—deve-
loped their own distinct scripts and litera-
ture. Tamil is the oldest of these with its
literature going back to the early centuries
ofthe Christianera. According to tradition,
three literary gatherings or Sangams were
held at which many sages and poets re-
cited their compositions. This body of
literature consists ofmany themes like poli-
tics, war and love. The famous works of
this body of literature include the Ettutogai
('Eight Anthologies'), the Tolkappiyam (a
work of Tamil grammar) and the
Pattuppattu( ' The TenSongs'}. Thiruvalluvar
wrote the famous Kural which, in verse,
deals with many aspects of life and relt-
gion. The Silappadikaram and the
Manimekalai are some of the other most
famous works of early Tamil literature

Literature in the Medieval Period

In the early medieval period in northern
India, Sanskrit continued te be the lan-
guage of literature. This is the period of the
works of two writers in Kashmir—
Somadeva's Katha-sarit-sagar which we
have already mentioned and Kalhana's
Rajataringini. The latter, a history of Kash-
mir, is a work of great impartance as this is
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the first proper historical work in India,
Another famous work of this period is the
Gitagovinda by Jayadeva, which is one of
the finest poems in Sanskrit literature. As
we have said before, this was the period
when the Apabhramsha languages had
started developing intomodernIndian lan-
guages. One of the earliest works in an
early form of Hindi was Prithviraj Raso by
Chandbardai. This work which marks the
beginning of bardic literature deals with
the heroic deeds of Prithviraj Chauhan.
In the southern parts, this period saw
the flourishing of Sanskrit literature. We
have already mentioned the philosophical
commentaries of Shankara. Another im-
portant Sanskrit work of this period is
Bilhana's Vikramankadeva-charita, abiogra-
phy of the Chalukya king Vikramaditya V1.
However, this period is more important for
the growth of literature in the Dravidian
languages. Nripatungawrote a great work
of poetry in Kannada called the
Kavirajninarga. For a few centuries, the
Kannada literature was deeply influenced
by Jainism. Tampa wrote the Adipurana
and the Vikrmnarjuna-Vijaya, the former
dealing with the life of the first Jain
Hrthankara and the latter based on the
Mprhablarata. Ponna wrote the Skanlipurana,
a legendary history of the sixteenth
tirthankara. Another great Kannada writer
was Ranna, a contemporary of Pampa and
Ponna. Two of his famous works are the
Ajitapurapa and the Gadayuddha. Pampa,
Ponna and Ranna are known as the Three
Gems of the early Kannada literature.
Kamban wrote the Ramayanam in Tamil. In
Tamil, this was the period of the composi-
tion of the great hymns of the Alvars and
the Nayanars. The hymnsof the Alvarsare
collected into the Nalayira-Divyn
Prabandhain. Some of the Nayanar works
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are the Thiruvasagam, the Thirtananaram
and the Thiruttondattogai. Telugualso pro-
duced greatteligious and secular literature
in this period. This included translations of
the Maltabharata and the Ramayana, works
of grammar, science and other secular lit-
erature. Literature in Malayalam also
started growing.

The period of the Sultanat of Delhi saw
a great advance in the growth of modern
Indianlanguages and lilerature, Braj Bhusha
and Khari Boli, forms of Hindi, began to be
used inliterary compositions. Many devo-
tional songs were composed in these lan-
guages. Heroic literature was written in
Rajasthani, which was akin to Hindi and
Gujarati, The famous ballad Alig Uda!and
the Vishaldeo Rase belong to this period.
The literature in other modern Indian lan-
puages was also growing. Mulla Daud
wrote perhaps the oldest poem in Awadhi
language called Chandayana. Commen-
taries on'ancient scriptures, however, con-
tinued to be written in Sanskrit.

Perstan was the court language of the
Sultanat. Because of its literature many
Persian words became part of the vocabu-
lary of Indian languages. A very notable
contributlon of the Turks was in the field of
historical literature in Persian. In ancient
India, there was no tradition of hisforical
writing. The Turks introduced the Arab
and Persian traditions of historical writing
" inrindia and with them we get a fairly
systematicaccountofIndian history begin-
ning with the Sultanat of Delhi. There were
many historians in this period. Ziauddin
Barani wrote the Tariklt-i-Firozshalti which
gives a detailed account of the reigns of the
Khaljis and the Tughlaqs. He also wrote a
work on polilical theory called the Fatarog-

i~Jehandari. Perhaps the most outstanding -

literaxy figure of this period was Amir
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Khusrau. He was a poet, historian, mystic
and composer of music, He was also a
disciple of Nizamuddin Auliya. He wrote
the Ashige, the Nult Sipifir, the Qiramnl-
Sadaqyan, the Khazain-ul-Fuluh and several
works of poelry. He symbalizes the com-
posite culture which was growing under
thenew impact. He took great pride in his
being an Indian and praised India as the
'Earthly Paradise’. He praised India's fauna
and flora, its beauty,its buildings, its know-
ledge and learning. He believed that in"
many respects the essence of Hinduism
resembled Islam. He considered Hindawi,
the Hindi spoken around the region of
Delhi, his mother tongue and composed
many verses in it. He composed a number
of bilirigual quatrains and verses in Hindi
and Persian, The healthy tradition started
by him continued for centuries after lim.
The regionalkingdoms provided a great
stimulus to regional languages and litera-
ture. The Sultans of Bengal, Gujarat and
other states pabronized local languages and
literature. Bhakti saints preached in the
language of the people. Many of them like
Kabir were great poets. There were two
main forms of Hindi in this period-
Bhojpuri and Awadhi. Kabir wrote in
Bhojpuri and his dehas or couplets have
become a part of the folklore. Malik
Muhammad Jayasi wrote the Padmavat in
Awadhi. The famous Ramacharitamanas by
Tulsidas wasalso written in Awadhiin this
period, There were many other poets of
Awadhi in this period. For example,
Qutban, a disciple of the Sufi saint Shaikh
Burhan, wrote the Mrigavati. '
Literature in other languages also de-
veloped in this period, In Bengali the
Rainayana by Krittivasa and the hundreds
of lyrics by the famous poet Chandidas
were written under the patronage of the
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rulers. With Chaitanya, the tradition of
writing devotional songs began. Narasi
Mehta wrote devotional songs in Gujarati
and Namdev and Eknathin Marathi. There
wereimportant developments in Kashmir
under Zainul Abidin, under whose patron-
age many Sanskrit works like the
Mahabharats and the Rojataringini were
translated into Persian.

Under the Vijayanagar kingdom, San-
skrit literature continued to grow. How-
ever, this was an important period for the
growth of Telugu literature. Krishnadeva
Raya, the greatest of Vijayanagar rulers,
was also a Telugu and Sanskrit writer, He
wrote the Vishnuchittiya. There were many
poets in his court, the most famous of
whom was Allasani Peddana who wrote
the Manucharita. Dhurjati wrote the
Kalahasti Mahatamya.

As in art and architecture the Mughal
period also saw great developments in
literature, Many Mughal emperors and
members of the royal family were great
menofletters, Babar, the first Mughal ruler,
was one of the pioneers of Turkish poetry
and also the author of a very valuable
autobiography in Turkish, Babar Nama,
which was later translated into Persian.
Gulbadan Begum, sister of Humayun,
wrote the Humnayun Nama. Jahangir, the
great connoisseur of painting, wrote his
autobiography, the Tuzuk-i-Johangiri.
Aurangzeb also was a prolific writer and
the last Mughal emperor Bahadur Shah
'Zafar' was a notable Urdu poet.

Hindi literature made significant
progress during Akbar's reign. Tulsidas,
who has already been mentioned, and the
famous saint Surdas wrote in this period.
Keshavdas, a great poet, wrote on themes
of love. Rahim's dohas or couplets are
extremely popular in many parts of the
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country, ltwasalsoin Akbar's time that the
great Sanskritwork on styles of writing, the
Alankarashekhara by Keshava Misra, ap-
peared.

This was a period of many notable writ-
ings in the Persian language. Abul Fazl
wrote the Afi-i-Akbari and the Akbar Namna,
Ain-i-Akbari gives details of indian cus-
toms and manners, religions and philoso-
phy, economic conditions and almost ev-
eryother aspectoflife. Asahistorical work,
it is perhaps unparalleled. Abul Fazl's
brother Faizi was a great poet of Persian
and was responsible for the translation of
many Sanskrit works into Persian. Akbar
had started a whole department for trans-
lation of works like the Mnhabharaia, the
Ramayana the Atharva-Veda, the Blagvad
Gita and the Pancliatanira,

Many important historical works were
produced under the emperors after Akbar.
Some of the most important historians of
this period were Abdul Hamid Lahori,
Khafi Khan, Muhammad Kazim and Sujan
Rai Bhanclari. Literaturein modern Indian
languages also continued to grow. The
famous book of Bihari Lal called the Satsai
in Hindi belongs to this period.

One of the most significant develop-
ments during the medieval period was the
birth of the Urdu language. This new
language soondeveloped one of the richest
literatures asa modernIndian language. It
produced great poets like Wali, Mir Dard,
Mir TaqiMir, Nazir Akbarabadi, Asadullah
Khan Ghalib and, in the twentieth century,
Iqbal and others. Urdu prose also devel-
oped early in the eighteenth century when
the translation of most of the historical
works from Persianand Sanskritinto Urdu
began. At the same time many original
prose works in Urdu were written like
Muhammad Husain Azad's Darbar-i-
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Akbari. The Urdu novel was one of the
earliest to develop in the Indian languages.
Urdu became the Tanguage of the urban
people of novthern India and the Deccan
and is one of the best examples of the
growth of a common culfure.

MUSIC AND DANCE

Asinarchitecture, painting, languages and
literature, signs of growth and synthesis
are visible in the evolution of alher aspects
of culture. Governed by almost the same
basic ideas, the nusic and dances of India
developed a very rich variety on the foun-
dations faid in the ancient times. The ear-
liest traditions of Indian music canbe traced
back to the Vedas which preseribed the
pitch and accent for the chanting of Vedic
hymns, The music of the Vedic chant
sucvives to this day. The earliest known
treatise of Indian music, dance and drama
is as old as second eentury B.C. This is
Bharata's Natyashastra, Much of the nusi-
cal terminology used tili today is derived
from DBharata's treatise. Another major
work composed over a thousand years
later was Matanga's Brifinddesi. The con-
ceptofragn wasdiscussed at great lengthin
this work, A thirteenth century work,
Sarngadeva's Sangita-retiakara, mentions
264 rages. Indian music, both vocal and
instrumental, developed with seven basic
notes and five others. A variety of string,
wind and drum instruments were later
invented. Music has, from times immemo-
rial, been one of the most cherished arts of
India. DBesides praviding patronage to
rmusicians, many rulers themselves were
accomplished musicians. We see, for ex-
ample, Samudragupta's coin in which the
king himsel( is shown playing on the Vina,
Music was also associaled with the wor-
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ship of gods and goddesses and in its per-
fection ithas received the same devotion as
worship.

The medieval period wilnessed further
developments in music. Music was nota
partoftheoriginal Islamic tradition (though
the form of recitation of the Quranic verses
is mwusical), but it developed under the
influence of the Sufis and became a part of
court life, Many new forms and instru-
ments were developed.  Amir Khusrau,
about whose contribution to literature and
historical writing you have read, is be-
lieved to have invented some of these mu-
sicalinstruments. He was the originator in
India of the early form of the popular mu-
sical style known as Qawwali. Khayal, one
of the most important forms of Indian clas-
sical music, is also believed to be his contri-
bution. Then there are the legendary fig-
ures of Baz Bahadur, the ruler of Malwa,
and his queen Rupamati in the sixteenth
century. They werenotonly accomplished
musicians but also introduced many new
ragas. The most notable figure in music in
medieval India was Tansen, the court musi-
cian of Akbar. His atlainmenls in music
have become a legend and his memory is
deeply cherished by every musician to this
day. The patronage of music continued at
the courts of rulers in the eighteenth cen-
tury and the tyaditions evolved through
the centuries were kept alive. The contyi-
bution of the Bhakti and Sufi saints in the
development and promotion of music is
very important.

The growth of Indian classical music
has been a major force of India's cultural
unity. For hundreds ol years, most of the
words and themes of the Indian classical
music have been derived from Hindu my-
thology but some of the preatest masters of
this music have been Muslims, [t is inler-
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esting to mention here the Kitah-i-Naurns, a
collection of songs in praise of Hindu dei-
lies and Muslim saints, which was written
by a seventeenth century ruler Ibrahim
Adil Shah 1L

Both in vocal and instrumental music,
two main classical styles have evolved-
Hindustani and Carnatic, Some of the
greatest figures in Carnatic music were
Purandaradasa, Thyagaraja, Muthuswami
Dikshitar and Syamasastri whose compo-
sitions continue to dominate Carnatic mu=
siceven now. These lwo styles have many
thingsin comman and eachhasa variety of
forms. The rich heritage of classical music
that has come down to us has been further
enriched in the hands of masters in India
today and has won admirers all the world
over. Besidesclassical music, Indian people
havedeveloped rich braditions of folk music.

Indian dance has also developed a rich
classical tradition. It has become the me-
dium of expression of emations, of telling
a story and of drama. The story of Indian
dance can be seen in the temple sculptures
of ancient and medieval times. The popu-
lar image of Shiva in the form of Nataraja
symbolizes the influence of thisart formon
the life of the Indian people. Ttreceived the
patronage of emperors and kings as also of
the common people. Some styles of classi-
cal dance that have evolved through the
centuries are Kathakali, Kuchipudi, Bharat
Nalyam, Kathak and Manipuri. All these
styleshave developed over a longperiod of
time. Practically every region and area in
the country has also developed rich tradi-
tions of folk dances. The rich variely in
music and dance forms, classical and folk,
is a major component of India’s cullural
heritage,

Through their music and dance, Indian
people have expressed their joys and sor-
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rows, their struggles and aspirations, and a
myriad other emotions. While at work and
during their hours of leisure, they have
danced, sung and played music. These art
forms have been inspired by life and in turn
have enriched life.

In this chapter, only a few components and
aspects of India's cultural development
have been described. Indians throughout
their history, made significant advances in
various felds ofknowledge suchas science
and mathematics, medicine and surgery,
and philosophy. You have read about
some of the achievements in these fileds in
earlier chaplers of this book (Vol. ). Some
of the great names in Indian science, math-
ematics, medicine and surgery are
Aryabhata, Brahtagupta, Charaka and
Sushruta. A prominentfigurein Lhe field of
science in the sixteenth century was
Fathullah Shirazi. Inall these fields, India's
achievements reached olher countries.
Many works of these men of science were
translated by the Arabs and through the
Arabs they reached the Europeans. You
are already familiar with the story of the
Indian numerals. Indians also benefited
from the scientific achievements of other
cultures, particularly in astronomy and, in
medieval times, also in medicine. Science
in India failed to keep pace with scientific
development in some other parts of the
world only from about the sixteenth cen-
tury when modern science began to de-
velop in Europe. In technelogy, this situa-
tion came even later. The comparative
backwardness of Indian science and tech-
nolopy grew mare acute as science and
technology made rapid progress in the
West, This, as you have seen, had disas-
trous consequences.

In philosophy also, India made signifi-
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cant-advances in ancient and medieval
rimes, Many distinct schoolsof philosophy
prew, both idealistand materialist. Inlater
times, however, there was toco much em-
phasis on writing commentaries on earlier
philosophical works rather than develop-
ing new thinking. Though India’s heritage
in this area of intellectual life is of great
importance and has been a significant in-
fluence in philosophical writings in other
counlries, the neglect of certain develop-
ments in philosophy had a negative effect
on Indian intellectual life. These develop-
ments, particularly of scientific, humanis-
tic and rationaiist thinking, began to be
imbibed in Indian intellectual life in the
nineteenth century.

Flis in brief is the stoey of Indian cul-
tural development through the apes.
Through the long years, people living in
India and those coming to India inter-
mingled with each other. They developed
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a rich and dynamic culture always ever-
growing thraugh its internal evolutionand
through contacts with other cultures. Many
streams of thought, bebief and expression
originating elsewhere have mixed with the
ever-growing streams in India and coa-
lesced to form the ocean of Indian culture,
Many streams of faith and religion, of styles
of architecture and art, and of languages
rich in literature have developed during
the course of centuries. Inits variety Indian
cultureis oneof therichestin the worid. Alf
the diverse streams have developed in this
country and are Indian. This richness has
come about as a result of the freedom
which every region and community has
enjoyed to develop its genius and through
their mutual interactions. It also needs to
be remembered that the culture of any
country is a dynamic and ever-growing
entity whichneeds to be further developed
and enriched by every generation.

EXERCISES

Things {6 Knpw

1. Name the many groups of people who came to Indta and settled down here from about

1500 B.C. to A.D. 1800

2. Name one important work of each of the following persans:
Bana, Kalidasa, Ashvaghosha, Panini, Abul Faz], Jahangir, Amir Khusrau, Kautilya,
Thiruvalluvar, Kamban, Pampa, Tulsidas, Ziauddin Barani, Kalhan.

3. How did the temple architecture begin in India 7 What were the main fearures of its
development in the southern parts of India ? Name some of the tmportant tem ples of the

ancient and early medieval periods.

languapes develop ?

Things to Do
1.

and medieval periods are found.
2.

differences in style.

What were the languages of literature in ancient India ? How did the modern Indian

Onanoutline map of India, show the places where important monuments of the ancient

Visit the monuments belonging to the same or different periods and try to find out
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3. With the help of your teacher, prepara a list of about 100 words belenging to other
languages which have become a part of your mothertongue.

- Things to Think about and Discuss

1. Why do we say that the heritage of Indian culture Is very rich ? Has it something to do

with its diversity ? If so, is it desirable, in your opinion, to have such a diversity of
culture ? Why ? Or why not 7

What lessons do you learn from India‘s cultural heritage ?

3. Whatare the main contributions of the medieval period to religion, artand architecture,
literature and languages ?

4. Is it true that the characteristic feature of Indian culture in different periods of Indin's
history has been "unity in diversity' ? Study more intensively any one period of history

and discuss concretely whether this is true or not.

L



CHAPTER 2

Indian Awakening

Many changes were brought about hy
the Reneissance, the Industrial Revolution
and the socio-political revolutions
which laid the foundations ol the
modern warld in Europe. These changes
led to the growth of rationalism and
scientific thinking, a vast increase in the
production of goods, increasing
participation of people in the government
oftheircountriesand a growing realization
of human equality and respect for the
dignity of the individual. Indian society
during the same pertod was, however, still
living in its old ways, largely uninfluenced
by these developments. It had stagnated
and had topay the price of stagnation when
it failed to resist the onslaught of Brilish
imperialism. ~

Indjan Society in the Eighteenth
Century

Each village produced almost all its bare
necessities of life. Tts relationship with other
parts of the country for its economic needs
was limited. The techniques of agriculture
also had not significantly changed for hun-
dreds of years. Local crafts and apricul-
tural operations were carried out with the
help of simple tools. The economic bonds
that unite a country were weak. Towns and
cities had developed as administrative,
pilgrimage Or commercial centres, The in-
dustries produced luxury or semi-luxu

goods with the help of simple tools. These

goods were produced mainly for the urban
population or for exports.

Indian merchants traded with other
countries and made vast profits. These
profits, however, werenotused to develop
industries. Technological improvements
were not introduced. Some changes were
beginning to take place as a result of inter-
nal and foreign trade. For example, the
domestic system had begun. In course of
time, these forces mighthavebecomestrong
enough to bring about fundamental
changes. However, before this could hap-
pen, India fell a prey to British conquest,
and processes of internal change in India,
however slow, were disrupted,

Theeconomic stagnation was atcompa-
nied by a similar stagnation in the social
sphere. The social system of the Hindus
was predominantly based on the caste sys-
temn which had arisen in anctent times. In
course of time, it had undergone many
changes, but its hereditary and unequal
basis had remained unchanged. The caste
system was one of the most important
causes of social disunity. There were hun-
dreds of castes and sub-castes in the coun-
try which led to the fragmentation of
society. The sense of belonging to a caste or
sub-caste was strong. A large part of the
population was considered by the people
of higher castes as 'untouchable’.

‘The life of the Hindus, in theory, was
governed by the Dharmashastras which
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prescribed different rights and duties for
different castes. But there were several evil
customs and practices whichhad becomea
part of the Hindu social system, such as
sali,infanticide, child marriages, and belief
in superstiions. The status of women in
society had deteriorated. A widow's life
particularly if she belonged to a 'higher'
caste, was miserable. She could not re-
marry even if she became a widow during
her childhood.

TheMuslims werealso divided by caste,
ethnic and sectarian differences. The back-
ward economic system, together with a
social system lacking in cohesion and equal-
ity, retarded the forces of progress. The
political system presented an equally dis-
mal picture. Political loyalties were prima-
rily local or regional. The Mughal empire
had declined after the death of Aurangzeb
in 1707, India was divided into a number
of small and big states fighting against one
another. The Marathas who emerged as the
strongest power in Indiaafter thedeclineof
the Mughal empire had no coriception af 4
united Indian nation. Their conception of
nationality was narrow and limited, and
they thought of dominating over other parts
of the country rather than welding them
into a nation, The concept of 'nation’ as we
understand it today had not developed.

It was in such conditions that the Euro-
pean trading companies, active in India
since theearly seventeenth century, started
interfering in the political affairs of the
country. Taking advantage of the political,
economic, and social weaknesses of Indian

society, the British were able to conquer
-India.

IMPACT OF BRITISH RULE
ON INDIA

The conquest of India, was under-
taken by the English East India
Company eslablished in A.D.1600
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for purposes of trade with India, In 1765,
after the Battle of Buxar, the Company
received the right to collect the revenue of
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, The Britisl power
gradually increased and within a period of
about 50 years, it had emerged as the
supreme power in India.

With the expansion of the British
empire inIndia, theinfluence and the privi-
leges of the Companydeclined and those of
the British government increased. The
Industrial Revotution had already begun
in England and the power of the new class
of capitalists was on the increase. The em-
pireincreasingly served theinterests of this
new class, and India became a vast market
for the consurnptionof manufagtured goods
and a source for raw materials. Thus, ina
matter of a few decades, the character and
purpose of the Dritish empire in India un-
derwent an important change. After the
suppression of the Revolt of 1857, the In-
dian empire passed to the British Crown
and the British government became the
paramount power in the country. Those
states which wereunder the Indian princes
were not sovereign as the British govern-
mentenjoyed vastpowers over them. Thus,
in about a hundred years, the entire coun-
try passed under British control.

The British conquest had many impor-
tant consequences for Indian society
because of its impact on the economic,
social and political system of the country.
The Indian people, under the impact of
British rule and as a reachon te i, started
movernents for thereformand moderniza-
ticn of Indian society, as well as for putting
an end to foreign rule.

Impact of British Rule

A significant result of the British conquest
was the political and administrative unifi-
cation of India even though under and in
the interest of foreign rulers, and the
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establishment of a uniform rule of law.
While this was, nodoubt, done to serve the
imperialistinterests of Dritain, it became a
factor in the rise of modern India.

The economic policies of the Brilish
government in Indiahad evenmore signifi-
cant consequences as they resulted in the
disruption of the traditional Indian spcial
and economic relationships. New social
classes arose. In the areas where the Per-
manent Settiement was introduced a new
class of landlords, some of whom were
veryrich, was formed whichregarded land
as their private property and aimed at
obtaining the maximum monetary gain
out of it. They did not cultivate the land
themselves. The cultivators were mere
tenants withno rights and could be evicted
by the landowners. In areas where the
Ryotwari System came into force, the
peasant was the owner of the land but his
life was miserable. He was very often
heavily in debt and in the clutches of the
meney-lenders who, eventually, came to
control the land and its produce.

Theland revenue assessment wasmade
according to the'size of the holdings and
the revenue demand was fixed in terms of
money, whatever the actual produce. The
collection of fixed revenue in cash had a
far-reaching consequence — agricultural
production was no longer for use in the
village only and much of it was sent to the
market for sale. The production for sale in
the market led to specialization of cultiva-
tion. Crops which could fetch a higher
price in the market were grown in areas

suitable for their cultivation, With the in- -

crease in the demand for raw materials to
- feed the industries in England, cash crops
began to be grown. The specialization and
commercialization of crops further under-
mined the self-sufficiency of the village.
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The peasants now depended for many of
their needs on the market outside the yjl-
lage. The new revenue systems led to peas-
'ant indebtedness and the commercializa-
tion of agriculture worsened it further
They also contributed to the problem of
landlessness,

The British conquest also led to the ruin
of Indian industry and trade. In the seven-
teenth and eighteenth centuries, India was
the principal supplier of colton textiles to
England and other countries of Europe,
With the growth of Lhe cotton industry in
England following the Inclustrial Revolu-
‘tion, and with growing restrictions on im-
potts into Europe, the policies the British
government pursued destroyed Indian in-
dusfry, Within a few decades, India was
reduced from the position of a principal
exporter to that of one of the largest con-
sumers of foreign products. It produced
raw materials to feed the British industries.
Restrictions were imposed on the growth
of Indian industries. The Indian traders
had been eliminated from the foreign trade
of India, Gradually, they were reduced to
a minor position in internal trade also.
Internal trade between different parts of
the country also suffered a decline. The

" development of the means of transportand

communication, particularly of railways,
was designed to facilitate this process and
to destroy the traditional pattern of the
Indian economy. In the second half of the
nineteenth century, a few modern indus-
tries began to be developed in India. The
principal among these were cotton, jute,
and coalmining. Though the growth of

_these industries was lopsided and many

restrictions were imposed on them, the
beginning of modern industry was a land-
mark in Indian history.

In the early nineteenth century, some
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Dritish administrators of India were in-
spired by the liberal ideas popular in the
West at that time, and lried to introduce
themin India. This was reflecled in some of
the social legislation of the British govern-
ment in India, and in the introduction of
modern education. Some of the important
measures taken were the abolition of sati,
ban on infanticide and granting the legal
right to widows to remarry. The educa-
tional system was reorganized and though
it was done with a view to training peaple
for clerical and other lower services, it
brought the educated people into contact
with the modern ideas of democracy and
nationalism. The beginning of the Press, in
spite of the severe restrictions placed upon
it from time to time, helped progressively
to spread modern ideas to a large number
of people.

Another effectof the British rule was the
emergence of new social classes in India
which played an important part in the
awakening of the people. A significant
development was the emergence of a
middle class, People of this class received
modern education and became interested
in public services. With the beginning of
modern industry, a class of industrialists
as well as of big and small traders alsv
started growing. There were also the money-
lenders in the villages. Another significant
group which emerged was that of profes-
sional people who constituted the intelli-
gentsia —officials, lawyers, doctors, teach-
ers,journalists, technicians and others. This
group, mainly drawn from the new social
classes mentioned above, was very impor-
tant in the society, It was more liberal in
outlook because it drew its position and
strength from professional competence
rather than hereditary privilege. By reason
of its acquaintance with the intellectual
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currents in other parts of the world, it
became the leading group in the demand
for modernization.

Some other classes also became impor-
tant in course of time. The British rule
created a vast mass of landless peasants.
The movements of the landless for tenancy
rights and against exploitation, and move-
ments of peasanis began to surface. The
industrial working class became socially
signilicant later-—— in the twentielh century,

The British conquest thus had a far-
reaching impact on the Indian society. Lt
was as a result of this impact and as a
reacliontoit that the people of India started
examining their social set-up in order to
reform it and to lay the foundations of
modernization. Thenineteenth century saw
the rise of a series of religious and social
reform movements. They paved the way
for the growth of national consciousness
and a nalional movement aiming at the
independence of the country and recon-
steuction of society.

RELIGIOUS AND SOCIAL REFORM
MOVEMENTS

Social and religious relorm movements
arose among all communities of the Indian
people. In religion, they attacked bigotry,
superstition and the hold of the priestly
class. in social life, they aimed at the
abolition of castes, child marriage and other
legal and social inequalities.

Rammohan Roy and the Brahmo Samaj

Raja Rammobhan Roy (1772-1833) wasthe
central figure in the awakening of modern
India. Basing himself on a rational and
scientific approach and the principle of
human dignity and social equality, he was



Rajn Rannohan Roy

the first to take the lead in the direction of
social reformyand had been called the 'fa-
ther of modern India’, He waswell-versed
inSanskrit, Persianand Englishand knew
Arabic as well as Latin and Greek, He had
mastered ancient Indianand Curopean phi-

losophy as well as the ideas of the eigh-*

teenth century Enlightenment, and com-
bined in himself all that was best in the
phitosophies of the Bast and the West
Deeply devoled to the work of religious
and sooial reform, he founded the Brabhmo
Samaj in (828

In religion, he condemned polytheism
and idol worship, and propagated the
concept of ‘one God of all religions and
humanity'. His religious ideas had assimi-
laled clements from Islam, Christianity,
the Upanishads and modern European
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liberal philosophy. He advocated a ratio-
nal approach toreligionand ad vised people
to read the scriptures themselves and nol
depend on the intermediary brahmanas,
For this purpose, he translated ancient
Indian works on religion and. philosophy
into Bengali.

Rammohan Roy attacked the caste sys-
tem. He campaigned to persuade the gov-
ernment to abolish sati and child marriage.
He stood for equal rights for women, advo-
cated the right of widows to marry and the
right of women to property. He stood [or
modern education and the introduction of
English education for the propagation of
science in India.  All his efforts were de-
voled Lo the spread of modern knowledge
and to the modernization of Indian society.
He justified his views not merely on the
basis of ancient scriptures but by the light
of reason and humanitarian principles and
was prepared to break with tradition. He
had imbibed the humanitarian ideas of the
‘age of reason’. For example, he said: "If
mankind are broughtinto existence, and by
nature formed to enjoy the comforts of
society and the pleasure of an improved
mind, they may be justified in opposing
any system, religious, domestic or politi-
cal, which is inimical to the happiness of
society, or calculated to debase the human
intellect”. He was an internationalist and
supported the cause of freedom every-
where. When the uprising in Naples to
unify Italy failed in 1821, he cancelled all
his social engagements. He celebraled the
success of the 1830 Revolution in France
and condemned the conditions of people
who were suffering under British rule in
Treland.

The work started by Rammohan Roy
was continued by the organization he had
built —the Brahmo Samaj. The Samaj was
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ihe first attempt by Indians in the nine-
teenth century to relorm Hindu society. It
did signal work in the field of removal of
caste distinctions and improving the con-
dition of women, particularly widows.
Although there were many dissensions in
the Samaj, it won a large number of adher-
ents and became an important influence in
the life of Bengal. Under the leadership of
Keshalb ChandraSen, the work of the Samaj
expanded throughout the country and as
many as 124 institutions were set up in
different parts of [ndia.

Another ountstanding reformer in Ben-
gal was [shwar Chandra Vidyasagar (1820-
91, A scholar of great depth, he dedicated
himself to the cause of the emancipation of
women. [Ewas due to his efforts that legal
obstacles to the marriage of widows were
removed througha law in 1856, He played
a leading role in promoting education of
girls and started and helped the setting up
ofanumber of schools for givls. Vidyasagar
was also the leading figure in promoting
modern Bengali language and prepared
primers for teaching it.

Spread of the Reform Movements

Similar movements soon started in other
parts of the country. After Bengal the maost
important region where the movement for
reforms spread was western India, The
most signilicant activities of the various
organizations in western [ndia were in the
field of women's educalion, widow remar-
riage, raising the age of marriage, condem-
nation of caste barriers and idolatry. In
1867, the Prarthana Samaj was [ounded in
Bombay. The social and religious reform
activities of the Prarthana Samaj were simi-
lar to those of the Brahmo Samaj. Many
national leaders like Mahadev Govinda
Ranade (1842-1901) joined it.

fits)

Ranade was one of the founders of the
Indian National Congress, but his greatest
passion was social reform. As a judge in
Poona, he took anactive part in the activi-
ties of Lhe Sarvajanik Sabha which was a
leading organization for mobilizing public
opinion. An all India organization, the In-
dianSocial Conference was formed in 1887.
Ranade was the soul of the Conlerence and
served asits General Secrelary [or 14 years.
Under Ranade's leadership, the Confer-
ence worked as a secular organizalion and
campaigned for various reforms atming at
modernization of Indian society. Some of
the demands of the Conference were the
abolition of caste, intercaste marriages, rais-
ing of the marriageable age, discourage-
ment of polygamy, widow remarriage,
women's education, improvement in the
condition of the so-called outcastes, and
settlement of religious disputes between
Hindus and Muslims by the appointment
of Panchayats. Ranade was a great intellec-
tualand took a broad view of the problerns.
He was convinced that the nation neeged
to progress in all spheres of life —sacial,
educational, political and economic, He
said: "You cannot have a good social sys-
temwhen you find yourselflow in the scale
of political rights nor can you be fit to
exercise political rights and privileges, un-
less your social system is based on reason
and justice. You cannot have a good eco-
nomic system when your social arrange-
menls areimperfect. If your religious ideas
arelow and grovelling, youcannotsucceed
in the social, economic or political spheres.
This inter-dependence is not an accident
but is the law of our nature”. Under his
leadership, the work of social reform was
made more broad-based and was extended
all over the country.

The leading role in the awakening of the
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oppressed castes in Maharashtra was
played by Jotitao Govindrao Phule. He
was popularly known as Mahatma Jotiba
Phule. He questioned the supremacyof the
bralunanas and the authority of the scrip-
tures. In 1873, he organized the
Satyashodhak Samaj to mobilize the so-
called lower castes and other oppressed
sections in a movement for equality, and
played a leading rolein the spread of edu-
cation of girls, patticularly of the oppressed
casles. Similar movements arose in olher
paris of the country. Kondukuri
Veeresalingam (1848-1919) pioneered the
movement in support of widow remar-
riage and girls” education in Andhra,
Shri Narayana Guru (1854-1928) led the
movement against caste oppression in
Kerala. In 1903 he founded the 5ri Narayana
Dharma Paripalana Yogam (SNDP) ta carry
on the work of social reform, the awaken-
ingof the oppressed casles and to promote
among the people fraternity without dis-
tinctions of caste and religion.

The Arya Samaj

Another movement to reform Hindu soci-
ety was started by Dayanand Saraswati.
He founded the Arya Samaj in 1875,
Dayanand was born ina brahmana family
of Kathiawar and at a very early ape ve-
belled against idol worship. At the age of
22, he ran away from home. He turned to
the Vedas for reforning Hinduism, His
mostimportantwork Satyartha Prakash was
published in 1879. He had met the leaders
of the Brahmo Samaj and had become
familiar with their ideas. He attacked child
marriage as being conirary to the Vedas. In
his book, he also denounced ofher estab-
lished religions. According to Dayanand,
the Vedas were infallible and Hinduism
should be purified byreturning to the Vedas.
The achievements of the Arya Samaj in the
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field of social and religious reform were
significantand perhaps more than those of
other contempaoraiy reform movements.
The influence of the Brahmo Samaj was
limiled te mainly the intelligentsia. Some
other reformers mentioned earlier ques-
tioned the authority of the scriptures. Be-
cause of its emphasis on the infallibility of
the Vedas and its condemnation of other
religions, it is said that the Arya Samaj
encouraged revivalist tendencies and was,
in its thinking, not so forward-looking in
some respects as some other reform move-
ments of the nineteenth century.

The AryaSamaj repudiated the author-
ity of the brahmanas and condemned a
number of religious rites and idol worship.
[t opposed the existing caste system as it
was based on heredity, though it was not
opposed to the caste system as such, It
advocated equal rights for men and women,
However, the greatest achieverments of the
AryaSamaj was in the field of education. A
large number of schoals and colleges were
started, both for boys and girls, all aver the -
country. The medium of instructionin the
schools was Hindi, and English was com-
pulsory in the higher classes. The influence
of Arya'Samaj was most felt in the Punjab
where its work in spreading education to
all sections and in ridding Hindus of many
superstitions was particularly notable.

Vivekananda and the Ramakrishna
Mission

Ramalaishna Parambamsa had a tremen-
dous influence on the Hindus. He was a
saint who popularized Vedantic philoso-
phy, mysticismand the palh of devotion to
God. His greatest disciple was Swami
Vivekananda (1861-1902). He believed in
revivingall the best traditions of Hinduism
and not merely the Vedas, After the death
of Ramakrishna, he founded the
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Ramakrishna Mission to propagate the
teachings of his master. The Mission estal-
lished several educational institutions in
the country. During his tour of America, he
argued thal Vedanta was the religion of all
and not of the Hindus alone. Though: reli-
gion was his mission in life, he was keenly
interested in the improvement of all as-
pects of national life. e expressed his
concern for the condition of the people and
said that neglect of the masses is a sin. He
was impressed by the economic prosperity
of the West and the status women enjoyed
there. Vivekananda combined in him dy-
namism and nationalismand greatly influ-
enced the younger generation to take pnde
in their country.

Annie Besant and the Theosophical
Society

The theosophical movement was intro-
duced by Madame Blavatsky in India in
1882 with its headquarters at Adyar in
Madras . The supporters of the theosophi-
cal movement claimed that theosophy
embodied in itself the truths which under-
lay all religions. Annie Besant came to
India in 1893 and became the leader of the
movement. In the beginning, she devoled
herself to the revival of Hindu religion with
its philosophy, rituals and modes of wor-
ship. Though her ideas were used by those
who were opposed Lo social reforms in
theirconflict with the reformers, they helped
toimpart to the educated Indians a sense of
prideintheir own country. Heractivitiesin
the field of educalion were more signifi-
cant. She founded the Central Hindu Col-
lege at Banaras which she later handed
over to Banaras Hindu University. The
headquarters of the society at Adyar be-
came a centre of knowledge with a library
of rare Sanskrit books.
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Annie Besant later threw herself into
the work of social reform and politics. She
organized the Flome Rule League during
the First World War. After her detention,
she became President of the Congress in
1917, Although the theosophical movement
did not enjoy mass pepularity, its work
under the leadership of Annie Besant for
the awakening of the Indian people was
remarkable, She wrote: "Theneeds of India
are, among others, the development of a
national spirit, an education founded on
Indian ideals and enriched, notdominated,
by the thought and culture of the West'".
She thus contributed a great deal to the
development of thenational spirit of India.

Other Reform Movements

The movements for religious and social
reform arose in other communities and
other parts of the country. The reform
movements in the Muslim community be-
ganin the later half of the nineteenth cen-
tury. These movements developed laie
amongMushmsbecause the Muslim middle
class came later and was weak. The British
conquest had dispossessed most of (he
Muslim jagirdars. These jagirdars could
not reconcile themselves to the new situa-
tion and shied away from modern educa-
tion. Many Muslims were skilled workers
and were ruined as a resultof the economic
impact of British conquest. In the Revolt of
1857, the Muslim masses and religious lead-
ers fought against the British. Afler the
Revolt was crushed, the British govern-
ment took repressive measures againsl
Muslimsand regarded themas its enemies,

holding them responsible for the Revolt.

The British governmentfollowed adeliber-
ate anti-Muslim policy and discriminated
against them. [ialso promoted feelings of
separateness among thern. The remaininy;
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Muslim jagirdars were feudal in outiook.
They lived their lives in the old way,
unmindful of the changes that were taking
place.

After the Revolt, the need for modern-
ization was increasingly felt by the Muslim
community and resulted in the rise of a
number of movements. Most of these
movements were concerned with impart-
ing mddern English education to the Mus-
lim communily, campaigning against po-
lygamy and the purdah system and
reinterpreting religion in the light of mod-
ein ideas. Some of these movements de-
voted themselves to political opposition to

"lhe British government. In many ways,
they helped inawakening the peaple to the
need for change.

'The beginning was made in Bengal by
Nawaly Abdul Latif. He founded the Mo-
hammedan Literary Society in Calcutta in
1863 for advocating the learning of the
Enplish language and modern sciences.
The society started a number of educa-
tionalinstitutions throughout Bengal. Soon,
however, more widespread movements
arose which greatly influenced the Mushim
community.

Syed Ahmed Khan and the
Aligarh Movement

The most influential movement of reform
was slarted by Syed Ahmed Khan (1817-
99}, Generally known as Sir Syed, he had
been in the service of the British govern-
ment and, like many contemporary reform-
ers, was a suppor ter of the British rule. He
wanted to remove the bitter emunity be-
tween Muslims and the British govern-
ment, to interpret Islam and bring it in
conformity with modern science and phi-
losophy, and to persuade Muslims to re-
ceive modern education and enter the ser-
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_vices. In the beginning, he devoted himself
‘mainly to theological questions, re-inter-

preting Islam and stressing the humani-
tarianism of Islam, In 1862 he founded the
Scientific Society to translate and publish
scientific works in Urdu to familiarize the
peoplewithmodernscience, Hiscrowning
achieverment was the establishment of the
Mohammedan Anglo-Oriental College at
Aligarh in 1875 which later developed into
the Aligarh Muslim University. It was
because of this that the movement of re-
form started by Sir Syed is known as the
Aligarh Movement. Aligarh Muslim Uni-
versity became one of the mostimportant
breeding grounds of new trends in the
political, social and cultural life of the
Muslims. .

In his educational and literary activi-
ties, Sir Syed had served all the people of
India. Various organizations, including
Brahmo Samajand Arya Samaj, expressed
their gratitude for the work he did. How-
ever, he insisted on the cooperation of the
Muslims with the British government and
looked at all political movements with dis-
trust. Thus when the Indian National Con-
gress was formed, he opposed it. He re-
garded ‘education and education alone as
the means of national progress'.

His opposition to the Cangress shacked
other Muslim leaders who, beginning with
moderate reform activities, had joined the
Indian National Congress and were work-
ing for the building up of a secular move-
ment for national repeneration. One of the
reasons for his attitude was his belief thatin
view of the backwardness of the Muslim
community, theMuslim interests would be
harmed if they stared taking partin pohh-
cal agitation.

Another reason was the extreme upper-
class attitude. On the Congress demand



INDIAN. AWAKENING

Str Syed Almed Khan

for having elected representatives in the
Provincial Legislative Councils and for
holding civil service examinations in India
(which were thenheld in England), he said:
"You will see that, in one of the necessary
conditions of sitting at the same table with
the Viceroy, the person concerned should
have a high social status in the country.
Will the members of noble [amilies in our
country like it that a person of lower class
or low status even if he liad taken the D.A.
or M.A. degree and possessed the neces-
sary ability, should govern them and
dispose of their wealth, property and
honour 7 Never".

In spite of these limitations, Sir Syed
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was, more than any other leader, respon-
sible for awakening the Muslims to the
realities of the modern world and prepar-
ing them to meet the challenge. He re-
garded Hindus and Muslims to be one
Qaum and, using the term in the sense of
'nation’, said, "For ages the word Quint has
been used for people of a country though
they may consist of distinct groups. ' O,
Hindus and Muslims ! are you the resi-
dents ofany other country butIndia? Surely
youliveand dieon the same land. Remem-
ber that Hindus and Muslims are religious
terms. QOtherwise, Hindus, Muslims and
Christians who live in this country are by
virtue of this fact one Qanm, Now, whenall
these groups are called one Qaunt, they
should act as such for the common good of
the country which is goed for all of them."

Other Muslim Reform Movements

There were many other movements which
in one way or the other helped the national
awakening of the Muslims. Mirza Ghulam
Ahmed had founded the Ahmediya Move-
ment in 1899, Under this movement, a
number of .schools and colleges were
opened all over the country, imparting
madern education. In religion, it empha-
sized the universal and humanitarian char-
acter of Islam and wanted the establish-
ment of cordial relations by its members
will people of all communities.

Another important movement is asso-

. ciated with the centre of a religious school

at Deoband near Saharanpur in Uttar
Pradesh. It was founded by some Ulema,
the Muslim theologians, and their follow-
ers who had fought against the British rule
in 1857. It was also a centre of political
revolt against the Dritish rule, and im-
parted to its students love for political
freedom. When Sir Syed advised Muslims
to keep away from the Congress and join
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the pro-government Patriotic Association,
about 100 Ulema from all over the country
and even from Medina and Baghdad is-
sued afatwa forbidding Muslims to join the
Association and permitting them to join
the Congress. The Deoband school and
many similar movements kept alive the
spirit of freedam.

There were other more thorough-going
movements of social reform amongst the
Muslims, These movements worked for
the emancipation of women, combated the
system of purdah, polygamy and child-
marriage. These movements were particu-
larly strong in western and southern India.
Badruddin Tyabji (1844-1906) was the most
outstanding leader of these mavements.
He was the first Indian bar-at-law to start

practice in the Bombay High Court. Along .

with other social reformers and national
leaders, he was active in the Indian Social
Conference of which youhave read before.
He joined Pherozeshah Metha and others
in founding the Bombay-Presidency Asso-
ciation to promate common national inter-
ests. He was one of the founders of the
Congress and its third President.

There were many other leaders belong-
ing to various communities who played an
important part in the awakening of Indian
society. Behramji Malabari and Pandita
Ramabai were two other putslanding lead-
ers who played a leading role in move-
ments for women's uplift. There were re-
form movements among Parsis initiated
by Nauroji Furdonji and Dadabhai Naotji,
The Singh Sabhas played a leading role in
the spread ofeducationamong Sikhs. Later,
a powerful movement arose among the
Sikhs to put an end to the control of the
Gurudwaras by corrupt Mahants,

In the twentieth century, when the na-
tionalist movement under the leadership
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of Mahatma Gandhi became a mass move-
ment social reform became an integral part
of the struggle for freedom.

Impact of the Reform Movements

Asaresultof these movements, significant
advances were made in the field of eman-
cipation of women, Some Iegal measures
were introduced to elevate their status.
The practice of sali and infanticide were
made illegal. In 1856, a law was passed
permitting widow remuarriage. Another
law, passed in 1860, raised the marriage-
able age of girls to ten which was a signifi-
cantadvance in those days. Many supersti-
tions also began to disappear. At the close
of the century, it was no loriger considered
sinful to travel to foreign countries and
expiatory rituals for being accepted back in
the community were no longer thought
necessary on one's return.

. The reform movements that grew dif-
fered from each other in many ways, but
they all helped in awakening the people to
the need for change. Most of these move-
ments, as you have seen, were religious in
character and appealed to one's own reli-
gious community. This is understandable.
As-most of the social evils had become
associated with religious practices, these
social reform movements had inevitably to
be religious as well.

The reform movements contributed a
great deal to the birth of Indian national-
ism. These were country-wide movemenls
influencing people everywhere and not
justin isolated areas. The reform activities
united people and the attack on institutions
like caste which hampered social unity
created a sense of oneness in the people.
Therefore, they played antmportant rolein
the rise of nationalism.

But most of these reform movemenls
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had certain limitations. The questions to
which they gave primacy concerned only
small sections of Indian society. Some of
them also failed to emphasize or even re-
cognize that colonial rule was basically
inimjcal to theinterests of theIndian people,
Most of them also worked within the
framework of their respective communi-
ties and, ina way, tended to promote iden-
tities based on religion or caste. Many of
these limitations were sought to be over-
come during, the course of the national
movement with which many social and
teligious reformers were closely associ-
ated, Indian nationalism aimed at the re-
generation of the entire Indian society irre-
spective of caste and community, It was no
longer necessary to confine the movement
of social reform to one's own community.
Thenationalistmovement tackled all social
evils on a national basis and did not deal
with them community-wise.

The awareness of the exploitative na-
tureof the colonial rule alsobegan toemerge
inthelater half of the nineteenth century, A
pioneer in this regard was Dadabhai
Naoroji, who has been referred to in con-
nection with the reform movement in the
Parsi community. He was one of the
founders of the Indian National Congress
and was thrice its President. He was the
first Indian to be elected to British Parlia-
ment. Heinfluenced the economic thinking
of the intelligentsia through his book Po-
erty and Lin-British Rule in India. In this
book, he exposed the disastrous conse-
quences of British rule on Indian economy.
His theory of the British drain of Indian
wealth provided the basis of the campaign
against British rule, He was loved and
respected by the people as the Grand Old
Man of India. Besides Dadabhai Naoroji,
the other leaders who played a prominent
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rol¢ in promoting an awareness of the eco-
nomic exploitation of India by the British

were M.G. Ranade, G. V. Joshi and R.C.
Dutt.

CROWTH OF EDUCATION

As you have already read, almost all re-
form movements aimed at the spread of
modern education in India because of the
part it played in the modernization of soci-
ety.

During the early years of the nineteenth
century, the government of the East India
Company followed a policy of indifference
in the matter of education, which was not
regarded as a part of the responsibility of a
commercial company. The traditional edu-
cational system consisted of smallpathshalas
and yadrasgs in temples and mosques and
was confined, besides teaching the three
R’s, mainly to religious education. This
system suffered a decline under British
rule. The first efforts at imparting modern
education were made by Christian mis-
sionaries and individuval officers of the
Company. The missionaries opened
schools and started printing presses. They
printed many books, Though they aimed
primarily at the spread of Christianity
throughtheirecucationalinstitutions, they
did much pioneering work in the spread of
modern education.

Beginnings of Modern Education
Many Indians had started realizing that

. modern education was necessary to meet

the challenge of modern times. They put
pressure on the government to starteduca-
lionalinstitutions, Someadvance was made
with the help of individual government
officials and other Europeans. One ol the
most important achievemenls was the
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founding of the Hindu College at Calcutta-

in 1817. Rammohan Roy was associated
with the founding of this college along with
many liberal Europeans like David Hare. It
created anew intellectual climatein Calcutta
and was the centre of the most radical
movement of the time called the Young
Bengal Movement, The leading personal-
ity in this movement was Henry Louis
Vivian Derozio, aPortuguese-Indian youth.
He joined the Hindu College as a teacher of
philosophy in 1826 at the young age of 17.
A whole generation of youth came under
his influence and learned to think for itself
inarationaland scientific way. Heinstilled
in his students love for independent think-
ing, liberty and patriotism. He was a poet
and expressed his love for India in his
poelry.

He was removed from the staff of the
college for preaching atheism and, soon
after, died, His life symbolized the new
intellectual almosphere which was devel-
oping as a result of the beginning of mod-
ern education., Indian students were be-
coming familiar with the revolutionary
ideas of the French philosophers and the
democratic thought of other countries of
Europe. Many Indians had also started
schools and colleges for imparting modern
education.

The British Government's

Educational Policy

The British government, however, was the
chief agency in spreading modern educa-
tion after the initial indifference. One of the
reasons for the change was the need for
educated Indians in minor administrative
posts. With the consolidation of the British
rule, the work of administration had in-
creased and itwas not possible toget people
from England for all jobs, People to man
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minor jobs in administration, commercial
work and industries were needed. Law-
yers, doctors, teachers, and other profes-
sional people were also required. To meet
all these requirements, it was necessary to
impart English education to some Indijans.
The zeal of many British administrators in
spreading European culture, which they
considered superior toall other, also played
a part in the decision to introduce English
education. In this, they were supported by
many Indians like Rammohan Roy who
realized the importance of English educa-
tion as a means of bringing modern know-
ledge to the pecple of India.

The frst step by the government was
taken in 1813 when it was decided to set
apart a sum of hot less than one lakh of
rupees’ for education. This immediately
led to the controversy between two groups
called the Anglicists and the Orientalists.
The Anglicists led by Macaulay advocated
the teaching of western learning with En-
glish as the medium of education. Some
Orientalisis advocated the encouragement
of Sanskrit, Persian and Arabic learning,
and others wanted the teaching of modern
knowledge through local languages. The
government ultimately decided in favour
of the Anglicists and clearly stated that il
of the funds be henceforth employed in
imparbing to the native population a know-
ledge of English literature and science
through the medium of the English langu-
age’ Soon after, the use of Persian in the
courts of law was discontinued and the
government started giving preference to
English-knowing candidates for govern-
ment jobs.

The traditional educational system of
the country had suffered as a result of
British conquest. This system had assured
at least the knowledge of the three R's toa
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large number of people. The British gov-
ernment, however, did not take any re-
sponsibilily to spread education to the
people. Consequently, primary education
was neglected.

The next advance came in 1854 with
what is known as the Wood's Dispatch.
Under this Dispatch, the government un-
dertook lo pay moreattention to the spread
of education. Local languages along with
English were made the media of instruc-
tion at the school stage and English at the
college stage. The aim of education as
stated by the Dispatch was the spread of
western culture; itwould seek to foster and
promote loyalty to the State among Indian
studentsand prepare them for administra-
tive responsibilities.

It was only towards the end'of the cen-
tury that significantadvances took placein
the spread of education. By then, the role
of Indians themselves in opening educa-
tional institutions became important, The
Deccan Education Society was established
inBombay and did useful work. The activi-
ties of many reformers in the field of edu-
cation, including the education of women,
have already been mentioned.

Influence of Education

In spite of the activities of the missionaries,
the British government and Indians and
their organizations, education remained
confined to a small minority of people.
Primary education was neglected and this,
combined with the decline of the tradi-
tional system of education, led to illiteracy
of the vast majority of the Indian popula-
tion. The promoters of English education
had hoped-at creating a class of Indians
whowould be English in their thinking and
habits, However, although English educa-
tion ereated a hiatus between the English
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educated and the rest of the population, it
brought Indians into close contact with
rational and scientific ideas and with sci-
ence and technology. Even though it was
done to train peaple for minor ad ministra-
tivejobs, it facilitated the growih of knowl-
edge and the spread of the ideas of demac-
racy, nationalismand, in the twenlieth cen-
tury, socialism, Anotherimportantchange
was that it was not confined to any one
caste or sect. It was open to all. However,
English education was not an unmixed
blessing. The educational system was not
designed to promote thinking in the inter-
est of the Indian people and tended to
create a group of people who fell them-
selves tobe different and a class apart from
the rest of society.

Rediscovery of the Past

Modern education, in course of time,
evoked interest in the correct understand-
ingofIndia’s past. Attempts weremade to
rediscover and re-study the past of India lo
enhance the understanding of the present.
Laudable efforts were made by many Eu-
ropean scholars and enlightened govern-
ment officials in this direction. The first
significantbeginning was made by William
Jones who came to India .in 1783 and
founded the Asiatic Society in1784. The
aim of the Society was enquiry into the
history and anliquities, arts, sciences, and
literature of Asia." The Saciety built up a
rich collection of old manuiscripts in vari-
ous languages and published the learned
Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. Wil-
liam Jones himself translated Kalidasa's
Abltijnanashakuntalam. Many other ancient
works like the Bpagavad Gita, the
Upanishads, the Dharmashastras and the
Vedas were translated. Useful work was
done on ancient Indian history. James
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Prinsep, for example, discovered the clue
to the inscriptions of Ashoka which led to
the discovery of the achievements of that
great emperor. Ancient scripts were deci-
phered and thestudy of the ancient inscrip-
tions opened new horizons for the study of
Indian history and civilization. Preserva-
tion of ancient monuments, paintings and
sculpture started, and a proper apprecia-

tion of Indian art began. The study of

Sanskrit was taken up on scientific lines.
Scholars from many other countries of
Europe, notably Germany and France, were
attracted to the study of the ancient art,
history and philosophy of India.

To rule India, the British government
felt that the knowledge of Indian history
sociely, religions and culture was neces-
sary. Thus the government encouraged the
study of Indian institutions and many Eu-
ropean scholars and government officials
wrote books on Indian society and history.
Some of these works were tendentious and
tried to show that the Indian past was one
of misery, and British rule, & blessing' to
the Indian people, They also fostered dis-
sensions between the Hindus and the Mus-
lims.

Much of the new knowledge about
India’s past gave a sense of pride to the
Indian people and helpedin their awaken-
ing, Many Indian scholars took up the
study of Indian history and culture in a
systematic way and the appreciation of
India from a specifically Indian point of
view began. Although some of this Jed to
glorification ofeverything ancient, ithelped
Indians regain pride and confidence in
themselves' and prepared {hem for the
struggle for national independence and
reconstruction that lay ahead.

Modern Indian Art and Literature
Although Indian languages were subordi-
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nated to the study of English by the British
government, their growth was stimulated
under theimpactof modernideas. Modern
Indian languages which had started grow-
ing about a thousand yeats earlier had
become mature and fecund. These lan-
guages were further enriched in the nine-
teenth century. Writers ventured forth into
new literary forms and modes such as the
novel and the drama. The new develop-
ment was not merely in the use of new
forms butalso incontent. Novel and drama
became increasingly concerned with cur-
rent problems. Even historical novels and
dramas were written with an eye on the
present. Nevl Dirpittl, the flrst Bengall po

litical drama, presented the story of the
'brutality of the English indigo planters. It

was banned by the British government.
Mythology was increasingly replaced by
social and realisticliterature. Inpoetry also
there was a change. It was no longer
confined to devoticnal songs, and increas-
ingly adopted secular and national themes.
New literature came more and more to be
related to the rising national conscious-
ness. By the twentieth century, new forms
of literature became fully developed and
played an important part in revolutioniz-
ing popular attitudes.

There was a revival in the art of paint-
ing. The traditions of Ajanta and of the
Mughal arid Pahari paintings which had
been forgotten’ were revived and devel-
oped. Later, trends in art appeared which
were largely influenced by contemporary
Western styles. The developments in art
and literature contributed to the growth of
modern culture.

Growth of the Press in the Nineteenth
Century

The Press is an important integrating force
insociety. [tkeeps peopleliving inone part-
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.formed of the developments in other
parts of the country. It is an important
mnedium for the dissemination of informa-
iononvarious problems. Itisalsoameans
to mobilize public’ opinion on important
issues of the day. Ttis a great-help in the
ampaigns for social reform and to influ-
enceactivities of the state. It canbe used as
aforum for the expression of popular opin-
ion on matters of public interest.

InIndia, the growth of the Press started

eatly int the nineteenth centary and played
animportant part in the awakening of the
people.
" The first newspaper in India was the
Beneal Gazette started in 1780. However,
ihe real development of the Press came
earlyin thenineteenth century. Rammohan
Roy started two papers, Sambad-Kaumudi
in Bengali and Miratul-Akbar in Persian,
which were devoted to propagaling the
casefor social reform. Many other national
leaders and social reformers were also as-
sociated with the growth of the press in
India, DadabhaiNaorojiedited Rast Goftar,
and Ishwar Chandra Vidysagar started
Shome Prakash. In 1890, an English weekly,
the Indian Socinl Reforiner, was started in
Bombay to propagate social reforms. -

In the second half of the nineteenth
century, many English dailies were started;
many of these are still among the popular
newspapers in India like the Times of India
started in 1861, the Piowneer in 1865, the
Madras Mail in 1865, the Statesman in 1875,
These papers usually supported the British
government’s policies. There were other
dailies which voiced Indian opinion like
the Amirita Bazar Patrika started in Bengalin
1868 and the Hindn started in Madras in
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1878. There were many newspapers and
Journals in Indian languages also. By the
end of the nineteenth century, about 500
newspapers and journals in Indian lan-
guages and English were published in dif-
ferent parts of the country. With the growth
of thenational movement, the Indian Press
also grew and played an important part in
rousing the national consciousness of the
people. The bi-weekly' Kesari, a Marathi
journal, started by Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
was one such journal. '

The British government passed many
Acts from time to time fo introduce censor-
ship over the Indian Press. In the twentieth
century when the nationalist Press grew
stronger, the freedom of the Press was
further curtailed. However, in spite of the
suppression, thé Press played the role of
awakening the people to the need for re-
form, helped inthedissemination of know-
ledge and became one of the instruments in
the growth of nationalism.

The social and religious reform move-
ments were an expression of the awaken-
ing of the Indian people. Education, in
spite ofits limited nature, promated aware-
ness of new ideas and of the world and
nurtured ideas for reconstruction of India.
The rediscovery of India’s past and the
growth of new literature were an expres-
sion of the awakening consciousness and
contributed toits further growth. Allthese
changes were an expression of the national
awakening of India and contributed to its
further development, Nationalism came to
embody the aspirations of the Indian pepple
for independence and a new order based
ondemocracy and social equality. You will
read about this in the next chapter.
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EXERCISES

Things to Know

1.

2.

g T s o

Explain the meaning of the following terms: Domestic System, Anglicists, Orientalists,
Sati, Permanent Settlement, Ryolwari System.

With which organizations were the following persons assoclated 1

M.G. Ranade, Rammohan Roy, Derozio, Dadabhai Naoroji, Dayanand Saraswatj,
Sir Syed Alimed Khan, Badruddin Tyabji, Vivekananda, Annie Besant, Nawab Abdul
Latif, Keshab Chandra Sen, Jotiba Phule, Sri Narayana Guru.

What were the new social classes that argse in India after the British conquest ?
Describe the social ills against which the social reform mgvements were directed.
What were the poinls of controversy between the Anglicists and the Orientalists ?
Describe the main phases in the spread of modern education in India in the nineteenih
cenlury. Whatwere the agencies which helped in the spread of English educatior in the
same period 7

Name some newspapers which were started in the nineteenth century and which are
coming out even today.

Things to Do

1.

2,
3

Arrange the various organizations of social reform in order of their formation and list
important leaders associated with each.

Write an essay on the life and work of Rammohan Roy.

In a scrap book collect pictures and sayings of the leaders of the social refarm
movemen!s.

Things to Think abont amd Discuss

1.

2

3.

What do you understand by the tetm 'modernization’ ? In what respects was Indian
society not 'modern’ in the early nineteenth century ?

Do you think it was necessary or desirable to mix religion with the vrork of social
reform ? Why ? Or why not ?

How far, in your opinion, were the movements of social reform effective in ridding
Indian society of social evils ? What social evils do you think need to be combated
today ?

Did madarm edvcation help in the awakening of India 7 Discuss,

Read Parts 1II and IV of the Constitution of India on the Fundamental Rights and the
Directive Principles of State Policy. How far have these two parts imbibed and carried
forward the aims of the nineteenth century reformers ?



CHAPTER .3

India's Struggle for Independence

THE heroic struggle waged by the people
ofIndia toliberate themselves from foreign
rulewas the resultof the riseand growthof
Indian nationalism. Indian nationalism
took birth in the nineteenth century as a
result of the conditions created by British
rule. Dritish rule was intended only to
serve the interests of the ruling classes of
Dritain. This was the cause of the funda-
mental antagonism between the British
government and the Indian people.

The rise of nationalism marks a definite
slage in the development of human societ-
ies everywhere in the world. The British
conquest had disrupted the evolution of
Indian society through internal processes,
Nationalism, therefore, arose in India, asin
other countries which were victims of im-
perialist canquest, under conditions cre-
ated by foreign rule. With the growth of
nationalism, the demands of the Indian
people assumed an increasingly national-
ist character. Beginning with the demand
tohave a share in administration, it devel-
oped into the struggle for complete inde-
pendence. The character of the struggle
was also gradually transformed. DBegin-
ning with constitutional agitation by small
sections of educated people, it gradually
turned into'a revolutionary struggle, peace-
ful though not constitutional, of the over-
whelming majority of the people of India.

Besides being a struggle for political inde-
pendence, it also became a struggle for the
reconstruction of Indian society on Lhe ba-
sis of democracy and social equality.

THE REVOLT OF 1857

The people in different parts of India, right
from the beginning of the British conquest,
never acquiesced in their political subjec-
tion. Nota year passed without an armed
resistance fo British rule in one part of the
country or the other, Some of these revolts
were those of the Sanyasis in Bengal and
Bihar (1763 onwards), of the peasanis
(Midnapur in 1766, Rangpur in 1783,
Mysore in 1830-31, Khandesh in 1852), of
the chiefs and other landed sections (for
example, those of the Poligars of
Ramnathapuram, Sivaganga and other
places during 1795-1805, of Velu Thambiin
Travancore in 1808-09, of Rani Chinnanmyma
of Kittur during 1824-29, etc)), and of the
tribal people {natably of the Bhils during
1817-31, the Kols during 1820-37, the Khasis
under U. Tirot Singh during 1829-33, the
Santhals during 1855-56, etc.). There were
also mutinies, for example, at Vellore in
1806, All these revolls were, however,
sporadicand localized and though some of
them lasted many years, they did not pose
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a scrtous challenge to British rule. The
preatest of the revolts, which shook the
very foundations of British rule, occurred
in 1857,

The revoll began at Meerut on 10 May
1457, with the uprising of Indian sepoys of
the Britisharmies inTodia. twas the resull
of accumulated resentment, which had been
wrowing since the beginning of British con-
quest, but was triggered off by the greased
cartridges incident. In factthe causes were
much deeper than this.

You have read in the previous chapter
alout ihesocial and economic consequences
of British rule. Peasants had been dispos-
sessed of their lands and artisans had been
ruined. The British policy ol annexation of
territory had led to lhe dispossession of
many Indian rulers. As a result of these,
discontent was widespread.  Dalhousic,
who came to India as the Governor-Gen-
vral, annexed eightnew stales in the course
of eight years of his stay in office. There
was alsoa fear inthe minds of many people
that the Brilish government was out to
torcibly convert them to Christianity. That
the British government paid scant regard
to the religious beliefs of the [ndian people
is clear from the use of the greased car-
tridges. Thus the British government had
alienated vast numbers of people -- com-
mon people as well as former rulers-- and
the resentment had been building up for
some time. Lord Metcalfe, who was the
Governor-General in 1835-36, had writlen:
All india is at all Lime looking oul for our
downfall. The people everywhere would
rejoice, or fancy they would rejuice, at our
destruction. And members are not want-
ing who would promute it by all means in
their power.' A littlevver 20 years afier, the
revolt broke out,

The revolt soon spread over northern,
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central and eastern India. The rebels de-
clared Bahadur Shah1f, thenominal Mughal
king, the Emperor of Hinduslan., Hindus
and Muslims fought shoulder to shoulder
against Lthe British. The deeds of valour of
rebels, like the Rani of Thansi, Maulvi
Ahmadulla, Kanwar Singly, Bakht Khan
and Tantia Tope, have become proud lep-
ends and have inspired the later genera-
tions.

The revolt was suppressed afler bitter
fighting for over a year, though peace was
not restored until 1859. The Brilish rulers
followed a ruthless and indiscriminate
palicy af vengeance. Thousands of peaple
were hanged in Delhi, Lucknow and other
places. The inhuman reprisals of the Brit-
ishgovernment provoked resentmenteven
in England. Many Englishmen protested
against the barbarities of the British rulers
and expressed their sympathy and support
for the Indian peaple. The vevolt and its
cruel suppression lefta legacy of billerness
and hatred amongst the people cf India.

The revoltmarked a turning pointin the
history of India. The rule of the East India
Company came to an end and the control
passed to the Dritish Crown. The Brilish
government promised not 0 annex any
wmore Indian states, The Indian states ac-
cepted the paramountey of the British gov-
ernment and became loyal allies of the
British rule.

Therevolt made the Indian people more
politically conscious than before. The move-
ments of social reform and modernization
had already siarted. These movements
gathered momentum. The hald of Whe [u-
dian princes on the Indian people declined
and it was increasingly realized thal na-
tional independence would be attained
through a movement of the peaple them-
selves and not under the leadership of the
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old rulers of India. The strugpleapainst the
rulers of Indian states itself became a part
of the national struggle for independence.
The most valuable legacy of the revolt was
the memory of a united struggle. Soon
India was to witness the growth of the
nationalist movement aiming at national
independence, democracy, social equality
and national development.

RISE OF INDIAN NATIONALISM
EARLY PHAGSE 1858-1905

Nationelism is a phenomenon which
appeared in worid history after the close
of the Middle Ages, Nationalism, was
the result of new social and
economic forces, which had put an end to
feudalism. Nation-states had begun to be
formed with definite boundaries, with a
definite political systemn within these bound-
aries, with the uniformity of laws and with
the people inhabiting the state living under
the same political, social and economic
system and sharing common aspirations,
The middle class had played a significant
role in the formation of nation-states. In
many countries of Europe, like Ttaly and
Germany, nationalism emerged as a pow-
erful force only in the nineteenth century.
The French Revolution of 1789 had added
a new element to the phenomenon of na-
tionalism. Itidentified the nation with the
people. This meant that, in a nation, the
people were savereign. Wherever, after
1800 or so, new sovereign states have been
called into existence or wherever existing
states have experienced a violent or abrupt
change of political order, they were best
explained as conjunctionof these two forces
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at work —nationalism and democracy.
The growth of Indian nationalism staried
in the nineteenth céntury. Political unifica-
tion of the country, destruction of India's
old social and economic system, the begin-
ning of modern trade and industry and the
rise of new social classes laid the basis of

nationalism. The social and religious re-

form movements and popular anti-British
revolts contributed ko the growth of na-

" tonalism.

DBritish rule was inimical to the interes(s
of almost allsections of Indian soctety. The
peasants were suffering under the new
land-tenure systems introduced by the Brit-
ish. The Indian industrialists were not
happy because of the economic policy of
the British government. For example, all
import duties on cotton textiles were re-
moved in 1882 which harmed the nascent
Indian textile industry. The educated
people suffered because they were dis-
criminated against. Almost all sections of
Indian society realized that their interests
wereantagonisticto Britishrule, The people
of India became aware of the fact that the
development of their country was not pos-
sible unless British rule was ended. All
these factors forged the peopleof Indiainto
anation, and this consciousness expressed
itself in the struggle for national indepen-
dence,

Several other factors helped in the
growth of national consciousness amongst
Indian people. The exploitation of India by
theBritish rulers and the dislocationcaused
by their policies worsened the condition of
the already impoverished masses, There
was a series of famines, which took a toll of
millions of humanlives, due to theindiffer-
ence of the autocralic Dritish administra-
tion. The British government made use of
Indian resources to pursue its imperialist
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aims in other parls of Asia. The Governor-
General (now also the Viceroy) was the
supreme anthority in the country, respon-
sible anly to British parliament thousands
of miles away. He was assisted by execu-
tive and legislative councils, which con-
sisted of persons, mostly Englishmen, ap-
pointed by him, Indian people had no say
- the administration of Lhe country. The
Indian Civil Service, which ran the admin-
istration of the country, also consisted
mostly of Englishmen. Though Indians
could appear forcompetitive examinalions,
itwas difficult tor them Lo get selected. The
examinations were held in England and
few could afford to appear for them,
Another factor was the practice of racial
discrimination. Before the revolt of 1857,
many Englishmen, olficials and others, were
not averse to mixing socially with Indians.
After the revelt, the feeling of raciai supe-
riority grew and everylhing Indian ap-
peared inferiorand barbaric to them, There
were exclusive clubs and railway coaches
for Buropeans where the entry of Indians
was prohibited. AsJawaharlal Nehru put
it, "India as a nation and Indians as indi-
vid uals were subjected to insult, humilia-
tion and contemptuous treatment.” The
feeling of racial superiority may be seen
from the failure of the llbert Bill in 1883,
The bill sought to bring Indians and Euro-
peans onparas lar as the criminal jurisdic-
tion of courts was concerned and to with-
draw the privilege enjoyed by Europeans
of being lried by a judge of their own race
only, The Europeans laurtched an agitation
against the bill and it was withdrawn.
The British governmentconsistently fol-
lowed a policy of repression after 1857,
Many measures of the government pro-
voked widespread agitation. Two of these
were the Vernacular Press Act of 1878 and
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the Arms Act of 1879, The former Act
imposed severe vestrictions on the free-
dom of the Press and the latter forbade the
possession of arms by Indians,

Thus, various factors contributed to the
rise of thenationalistmovement. In thelast
quarterol thenineteenth century, the move-
ment started assuming an all-India form.
Beginning with the demand for small con-
cessions, the nationalist movement became
a movement for compiete independence of
India. The American War of Indepen-
dence, the French Revolulion, the wars of
[talian unificationand the ideas of Valtaire,
Rousseau, Thomas Paine and of Garibaldi
and Mazzini (who were the leaders of the
struggle for Ilalian unification} provided
mmspiration to Indian nationalists. In the
twentieth century, the ideas of socialism
and internationalism influenced them,

Eatly Political Movements and the
Indian National Congress

A number of political organizations came
into existence in the later half of the nine-
teenth century. Asearly as 1851, the British
[ndian Association was formed in Bengal
to represent Indian grievances to the Brit-
ish government. In1470, Surendranath
Banerjea founded the [ndian Associationin
Benpal. Dadabhai Naoroji had started the
Bombay Assaciation. Some of the olher
associations were the Madras Native Asso-
ciation formed in 1852, the Poona Sarvajanik
Sabha and the Madras Mahajana Sabha set
up in 1870 and 1B84, respectively, At-
tempts were made to form an all-India
organization. In 1883, Surendranath
Banerjea called an All-India National
Conference which was described by its
President as the first step to a National
Parliament. In 1885 was founded the In-
dian National Congress. In the founding of
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Surendranath Banerfea

the Congress, a retired English civil ser-
vant, A.O. Hume, played an important
part. The Governor-General, Lord Dufferin,
blessed the Congress. Fe thought the Con-
gress would be a good forum for the gov-
ernment to keep itself'informed regarding
the best Indian public opinion.’ Soon, how-
ever, the Congress was to becomearevolu-
tionary organization leading the Indian
people to independence.

Even at the firstsession of the Congress,
held in Bombay, under the Presideniship of
W.C. Bonnerjee, all regions of India were
represented. Persons attending the session
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belonged to different religious faiths. The
problems that were discussed concerned
all Indians, irrespective of their religion,
caste, language and region. Thus the In-
diannationalistmovement, which the Con-
gress vepresented, was from the startl, an
all-India secular movement embracing
every section of Indian society. It was
attended by such eminent persons as
Dadabhai Naoroji, Badruddin Tyabji, W.C.
Bonnerjee, G. Subramanya Aiyer,
P. Ananda Charly, Behramji Malabari and
N.G. Chandavarkar.

The Congress followed a moderate
programme during the firs( few yearsof its
coming into existence. The atm af the Can-
gress, as oullined by its President, W.C.
Bonnerjee, was to 'enable the waorkers i
the cause of national progress to become
personally known to each cther' and to
unite the people of India for common po-
litical ends irrespective of 'differences in
tespect of race and language, or social and
religious institutions'. The Congress held
its session once a year and passed resolu-
tions for the corfsideration of the govern-
ment. They demanded not independence
but representative institutions. Some of
the early demands of the Congress were for
elected representalives in the provincial
and central legislative councils, holding of
the Indian Civil Service examinations in
India and raising the minimum age of en-
try, the reduction of military expenditure,
the spread of educatios, industrial devel-
opment of India, relief in agricultural in-
debtedness, and the amendment of the
Arms Act.

The leadership of the Congyess, which
included leaders like Surendranath
Banerjea, M.G. Ranade, Gopal Krishna
Gokhale, R.C. Dutt and Pherozeshah
Mehta, had faith in the justness of their
demands and in the British government.
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They believed that, as soon as the British
government was convinced of the justness
of their demands, these would be accepted.
They wanted not separation but associa-
‘tion with Dritain. Surendranath Banerjea,
for example, said: "It is not severance that
we look forward to but unification, perma-
nentembodiment as an integral partof that
great Empire that has given the rest of the
world the models of freeinstitutions™. How-
ever, criticism of the government gradu-
ally increased at the sessions of the Con-
gress and more radical demands were
made. At the second session of the Con-
gress, one speaker said, "Self-government
is the arbiter of nature and the will of
Divine Providence, Every nation must be
the arbiter ofits destiny. Butdo we govern
vurselves 7 No. Arewe notliving theniman
unnatural state ? Yes." With the growth of
these radical ideas in the Congress, the
government became hostile to it. Govern-
ment seryants were barred from attending
the Congress sessions. Lord Dufferin re-
ferred to it contemptuously as represent-
ing a 'microscopic minotity' and being
unworthy of attention.

In the early period, the Congress was
dominated by what were called 'moder-
ates'. Its demands were primarily the de-
mands of the educated middle class and
rising Indian industrialists, However, it
played an extremely significant role in the
early stages of the growth of the Indian
nationalist movement, Its emphasis on na-
tional unity, its criticism of the drain of
Indian wealth, its demand for representa-
tive institutions and Indianization of ser-
vices, its opposition to repressive mea-
sures like the Arms Act and its constant
underscoring of people's poverty as the
basic factor of Indian politics helped to put
the nationalist movemernt on sound foun-
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dations. This phase of the movementlasted

" till about 1905.

INDIAN NATIONALIST MOVEMENT
1905-1919

Even the moderate demands of the Con-
gress were not accepted by British rulers,
The non-fulfiiment of demands, combined
withtherisingawarenessamong the people
led to the growth of a radical wing in the
Congress which advanced (he movement
further. A new phase began in {he history
of the Indian nationalist movement. New
demands were made and new methods of
struggle adopted with increased mass
mobilization.

Rise of Extremism

At the turn of the century, a new trend
developed which has been called “extrem-
ism'. Under theinfluence ofithe new trend,
thenationalist movernent gave up the prac-
tice of merely issuing appeals to the gov-
ernment and adopted new radical ways of
political agitation The demands put for-
ward also assumed a more radical charac-
ter. Severalnew factors contributed to this.

Curzon came to India as the new Vice-
roy in December 1898. Duringhis period of
Viceroyalty, he imposed extremely unpopu-
lar measures which intensified the opposi-
tion to British rule. He had said that he
would assist in the' peaceful demise’ of the
Congress. When he left India, the Con-
gress and the nationalist movement were
stronger than ever before and had, in fact,
assumed new dimensions.

His most unpopular act was the parti-
tion of Bengal, The object of the measure
was given out as administrative conve-
nience, The leaders could clearly see that it
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was actually a measure to divide the
people. East Dengal was to be a Muslim
majority province and the West a Hindu
majority province. The partition was de-
signed to distupt Hindu-Mustim unity and
thus weaken the nationalist movement.
However, the effect of the measure belied
the hopes of the British government. It

provoked an agitation and such angry .

reaction against British rule that the parti-
tion measure had to be annulled.

International events also contributed to
the growth of vigorous nationalism,
Russia was defeated by Japan in 1905, This
was the firstvictory of an Asiannation over
an European nation. Although Japan her-
self was turning into an imperialist power
and the war had been fought forimperialist
gains in China, Japan's victory gave confi-
dence to the Indian nationalists in their
struggle against Britain. The defeat of
Russia was followed by the 1905 Revolu-
tion in Russia about which you have read.
Therevolutionhad aimed atthe overthrow
of the Czarist autocracy but had been sup-
pressed, This revolution also influenced
the thinking of Indian nationalists.

The group which led the ‘extremists' in
the Congress consisted of Dal Gangadhar
Tilak, Bipin Chandra Pal and Lala Lajpat
Rai. It was usually referred to as “Lal Bal
Pal'. They extolled the past of India in
order to inculcate self - mfidence and na-
tional pride in the Indian people. Tilakhad
been active in the Congress since 1890. In
1897 he was prosecuted and sentenced to
18 months’ rigorous imprisonment for his
‘seditious’ writings and speeches. As you
have read earlier, he had started a paper,
Kesari, in Marathi through which he con-
ducted his nationalist campaigns. He re-
vived the Ganapati and Shivaji festivals
and madle use of them for arousing national
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feelings. He exhorted people to action
which, according to him, was the true mes-
sage of the Bhagavad Gita. Inthisperiod, the
‘extremist’ wingcame to be moreand more
concerned with arousing pride in Indian
culture. In Bengal, the cult of the goddess
Kali was adopted. The ‘extremists’ con-
demned theold leadership of the Congress
for their praise of Western cultureand their
faith in the British government.

There was a wide divergence between
the views of the ‘extremists’ and the "muod-
erates’ on the means to achieve political
rights. Tilak summed up the difference
thus; “Politicalrights will have to be fought
for. The moderates think that these can be
won by persuasion. We think that they can
only be got by strong pressure”. The
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‘extremist’ leaders drew masses into the
struggle, particularly in urban areas. The
mobilization of the people, particularly the
youth, for the struggle was a major contri-
bution of the ‘extremists’.

The Boycott and Swadeshi Movements

The partitionof Bengal created widespread
indignation all over the country. In the
turbulent atmosphere that followed, the
baycott and the Swadeshi movements
startec.  Swadeshi, literally meanmg ‘of
one's own country’, aimed at the promo-
tion of indigenous industries. Along with
Swadeshi, boycott of British goods was
organized. The Swadeshi and boycott
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were powerful instruments divected against
foreign rule. They attacked the British rule
whereilhurtmost. AboutSwadeshi, Laj pat
Rai said: "I regard it as the salvation of my
country. The Swadeshi movement ought
tomake us self-respecting, self-reliant, self-
supporting and last, not least, manly. The
Swadeshi movementoughtto teachus how'
to organize our capital, our resources, our
labour, vur energies and our talents (or the
greatest pood of all Indians irrespective of
creed, colour or caste. Itought to unite us,
our religious and denominational differ-
ences notwithstanding. In my opinion,
Swadeshi ought to be the common religion
of the United India." On the boycott move-

Bal Gaugadhar Tilak addressing the jury during lis riel i1t 1908 — a painting.
He wnas sentenced to siv years’ imprisonment st Ehis trial,
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ment, he said, “Themeaning of the boycott
isthis.... Theprimary thingis prestige of the
government and the boycott strikes at the
root of that prestige. The illusory thing
they call prestige is more powerful and
potent thanauthorityitselfand we propose
to do this by boycott.... We desire to turn
awayour faces from the Government House
and turn them to the huts of people".

It was at the height of nation-wide pro-
testmovement against the partition of Ben-
gal that the annual session of the Conpress
was held at Caleuttain 1906. At this session
Dadabhai Naoroji sponsored the new
programme of the Congress which had
been advocated by the 'extremists’,
Dadabhai's support for the stewardship of
the programme led to its general approval.
Forthefirst time, it declared the attainment
of Swaraj as the aim of the Congress. Swaraj
or self-government was defined as the sys-
tem of government obtaining in the self-
governing British colonies, The Swadeshi
and the boycott movements were favoured
as the means of resistance, Promotion of
national education was declared as an aim
of the Congress.

The Swadeshi and boycott movements
spread to many parts of the country. Shops
selling foreign goods were picketed. Stu-
dents played an important part in the
Swadeshi and boycott movements. Meet-
ings were held all over the country and
associations were formed. The govern-
ment resorted to repressive measures.
Meetings were banned, the chanting of the
national song Bande Mataram composed by
Bankim Chandra Chatterjee was prohib-
ited, recognition was withdrawn from
schools and grants were stopped,
pracessionists werelathi-charged and vari-
ous attempts were made o strike terror in
the people. However, all the measures of
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oppression were of no avail. The popular
upheaval was so intense that many people
came o believe that the end of British rule
was near. It was at this time that Tilak
wrote: "Repression is repression; if it is
legal itmustbe resisted peacefully,butlf it
is illegal, it must be illegally met"'. He also
gave Congress the slogan "Swaraj is my
birthright and I shall have it"", The move-
ment continued into the year 1907. The
nationalist newspapers were banned and
theireditors prosecuted Many leaders were
irnprisoned.

In1907, the 231dses51on0f the Congress
was held at Surat. Here the 'moderates’
and the ‘extremists' came into conflict. The
‘moderates’ wanted to modify the resclu-
tions on Swadeshi and boycott passed at
the Calcutta session in the previous year.
They also wantad to write into the constitu-
tion of the Congress a clause that self-
government was to be achieved through
constitutional means and by relorming the
existing system of administration. They
were opposed to the intensification of the
movement. Tilak iried to caplture the lead-
ership of the Congress. There ensued dis-

.orderly sceries and the session broke up.

The twogroups later met separately. Lead-
ership of the Congress remained in the
hands of the 'moderate’” group. The 'ex-
tremists’ worked separately until the re-
union in 1916. .

Meanwhile the repressive measures of
the government continued. The repression
was particularly brutal in Bengal,
Maharashtra, Punjab and Tamil Nadu. In
1907 the Seditious Meetings Actwas passed
to preventthe holding of meetings “likefy to
promote disturbance of public tranquil-
lity'. In 1910, the Indian Press Act was
passed which gave the authorities wide
powers to punish the editor of any paper
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‘which pubiished matiter which in their
view was incitement to rebellion’. The
government deported people without trial
under a century-old law. A number of
papers were barmed and leaders impris-
oned and deported. Tilak wassentenced to
stxyears’ imprisonmentand deported to
Mandalay for two articles which he had
~ published in his paper Kesari, His arrest
was widely resented and led to one of the
earliest strikes in the history of India by the
textile workers of Bombay.
Thus in the first decade of the twentieth
'century, the nationalist movement entered
anew phase. More and more people were
drawn into i, and they were no longer
salisfied by appeals to the government.
The association of religion with the move-
ments in some places encouraged commu-
nal thinking and proved harmful.

Morley-Minto Reforms

“In 1909, the government announced the
Morley-Minto Reforms to conciliate the
“moderate’ nationalists. In 1861, six non-
official members had been added to the
legislalive council. The council had no
powers and only considered matters which
were referred to it. The Indian members
who were nominated were drawn from the
families of princes and big landlards. By
the Indian Councils Act of 1892, the mem-
bership of the central and the provincial
legislative councils was enlarged and non-
official Indtan members were added. Asa
result of the movement following the par-
titionof Bengal, the Morley-Minto Reforms
introduced further chanpes in 1909, As
usual, the new measures were Lo little and
too late. The memberships of the central
and- provincial legislative councils were
enlarged and a few more elected members
were added. However, tlte elected mem-
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bers were not popularly elected. They
were elected by landlords and chambers of
commerce. Separate electrorates were in-
troduced for the Muslims. The introduc-
tion of separate electorates was a calcu-
lated move in accord with the imperialist
policy of 'divide and rule’. Communalism
was openly introduced into Indian politi-
cal life.

The councils had no real powers and
were not popularly elected bodies. The
'moderate’ leadership welcomed the re-
forms as constituting an advance but ex-
pressed 'its strong sense of disapproval of
the creation of separate electorate on the
basis of religion.' The reforms were con-
demned by the 'extremists'. Many Muslim
leaders condemned the separate elector-
ates. Gradually, even the 'moderate’ lead-
ers of the Congress realized theinadequacy
and, in some respects, the harmful nature
of the reforms. At the session of the Con-
gress in 1909, one delegate said: "We pro-
testagainstitbecauseit means the partition
of the whole living India, an affair much
moreserious than the partition of the bound-
aries of Bengal."

The reforms were not meant tobea slep
in the direction of self-government for In-
dians. Morley, Secretary of State, who had
framed the reforms along with Minto, the
Governor-General who had succeeded
Curzon, disclaimed any intention of be-
stowingself-governmentonindia. Hesaid
that if these reforms 'led directly or indi-
rectly to the establishment of the Parlia-
mentary System in India, I for one would
have nothing to do with it'.

Revolutionary Movement

Aleng with the dpen political movements,
there arose in the first decade of the twen-
tieth century various revolutionary groups
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in different parts of the country. These
early revolutionaries, active mainly in Ben-
gal, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Punjab,
had no faith in constitutional agitations.
They believed that by terrotizing British
officials, they would be able to demoralize
the entire machinery of the government
and bring about freedom. After the gov-
ernment suppressed almost all open politi-
cal agitation and imprisoned a large num-
ber of nationalist leaders, the activities of
the revolutionary groups were intensified.
Therevoluhonary groups organized as-
sassination of unpopular pelice officials,
magistrates and approvers, committed
dacoities to collect money for their activi-
ties and looted arms. Attempts were made
"on the lives of two Viceroys, Minto and
Hardinge. Suchmovements were organized
outside India, in Europe and Arnerica also.
Of these, the most prominent was the
Ghadar (meaning “mutiny') party. These
movements collected money for use by
revolutionaries in India, tried ta smuggle
arms into India and fomented mutinies of
Indian soldiers in India as well as those
stafioned In Burma and Singapore. Al-
though the methods of individual terror-
ism could not be effective against a mighty
empire, the heroism and self-sacrifice of
these revolutionaries were a source of in-
spiration to the people and helped in the
growth of popular nationalist feelings.

Formation of the Muslim League

After the Revoltof 1857, the British govern-
mentfollowed apolicy of'divide and rule".
Elphinstone had frankly said, " 'Divide et
impera' was the old Roman motto, as it
should be ours."" In the beginning, Mus-
lims were discriminated against. They
were kept out of the army and the services.
However, when the nationaiist movement
arose, the policy of the government under-
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went a change. The povernment branded
the Congress as a Hindu movement and
encouraged the upper class Muslims to
start their own separate organizations
against the Congress. When the partition
of Bengal led to a united protest move-
ment, Curzon himself toured eastern Ben-
gal and addressed Muslims oq the advan-
tages that would accrue to them as a major-
ity community in East Bengal. However, at
the Calcutta session of the Congress in
1906, a large number of Muslim delegates
participated. Mohammad Ali Jinnah, who
later led the movement for a separate state
of Pakistan, wasalso present. Hemoved an
amendrhent oppasing reservation of seats,
which was accepted. Moving the amend-
ment, hesaid: “The foundation upon which
the Indian National Congress is based is
that weare all equal, that there should beno
reservation for any class or any commu-
nity, and my whole object is that the reser-
vation should be deleted''.

However, in spite of the fact that many
Muslims had joined the united nationalist
movement, the influence of the communal
elements among Muslims became strong.
Many leaders still looked for concessions
from the government to promote the inter-
ests of the newly emerging middle class
and upper class economic interests. The
leadership feared that, by opposing the
British government, the Muslim middie
and upper class economic inlerests would
suffer, Another reason was the suspicion
which theHindu revivalismassociated with
some “extrernist' leaders of the Congress
had created in the Muslims,

The encouragement given by the gov-
ernment to upper class Muslims and thus
to communal politics is evident from the
events which led to the formation of the
Muslim League. On 1 October, 1906, a
Muslim delegation led by the Agha Khan
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met Governor-General Minto at Shimla.
The Agha Khan, the religious head of a
Muslim sect, was an exceedingly wealthy
person. He led a life of luxury, mostly in
Europe. Another important leader was
Nawab Salimullah of Dacca (now Dhaka).
The Governor-General encouraged the
deputationists and within three months,
on 30 December 1906, the Muslim League
.was formed. The objects of the League
were:

(a) topromaote amongst the Mussalmans
of India feelings of loyalty to the British
government and to remove any miscon-
ceptions that may arise as to the intentions
of the government with regard toany of its
measures,

(b} to protect and advance the political
rights and interests of Mussalmans of India
and respectfully to represent their needs
and aspirations to the government,

(c) to prevent the rise among
Mussalmans of India of any feelings of
hostility.towards other communities with-
out prejudice to the cother objects of the
League.

However, in spite of the “promotion ...
of loyalty' by the Muslim League, more
and more Muslims were drawn into the
nationalistmovement. In1912, Abul Kalam
Azad founded the Al Hilal and Maulana

"Mgharned Ali started the Comrade in En-
glish and Hamdard in Urdu, These papers
started by eminent nationalists carried on
their advocacy of the popular cause and
infused the masses with their fervour. The
Muslim League also, in 1913, adopted the
goal of self-government for India., In 1913
Jinnah joined the Muslim League. He did
s0 to 'bring the policy of the League into
line with the progressive and national aims
of the Congress'. The outbreak of the war
brought the Muslim masses into the na-
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Maulana Abul Kalam Azad

tionalist movement on an even greater
scale.

Nationalist Movement during the
Firat World War

When the First World War broke out, the
British government declared India an aliy
and abelligerent, Indian peopleand Indian
resources werg used for fighting the war.
The strength of the Indian army was raised
to 1,500,000 and compulsory recruitment
of Indians was resorted to. Millions of
pounds were taken from India to be used
by the British government for its war ex-
penditure. Indian soldiers were sent to
fight in far-off lands.

Alarge number of Muslims were drawn
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into the anti-British struggle during the
war. British imperialism was inimical to
the Turkish empire which was ruled by the
Caliph (Khalifa). The defence of the Ca-
liphate (Khilafat) became an important
question for Muslims in many countries.
Muslims in India were also drawninto the
movement for the defence of Turkey and
against. the British. Peasant unrest also
grew during the war years and peasant
movements during this period helped pre-
pare the ground fora mass movement. The
nationalist movement grew strong durmg
the war years. Tilak was released in 1914
and in 1916, he formed the Home Rule
Leapue. Annie Besant formed another
Home Rule League a few months later, In
1916 at the Lucknow session of the Con-
gress, the “moderates’ and the “extremists’
were united. Equally significant was the
unity between the Congress and the Mus-
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sion, C.R. Das said: "I do not think the God
of hurmanity was crucified only once. Ev-
ery outrage on humanity at the hands of
tyrants and oppressorsis a frestinail driven
through his sacred flesh,"

The statement of the Secretary of State
after the outbreak of war that 'the goal of
the British policy is progressive realization
of responsible government in India'
prompted many nationalistleaders, includ-
ing Gandhiji, to support the British war
campaign in the hope of attaining self-
government after the war. Gandhiji later
said: "In all these efforts at service, Iwas
actuated by the belief that it was possible
by such services to gain a status of full’
equality for my countrymen." Thereforms
that were announced at the end of the war
came as a disappointment. The resulting
frustration led to an unprecedented up-
surge of nationalist sentiments.

lim League achieved at Lucknow in 1916. .-

According to the pact, the Congress and
the League agreed to join their efforts to
demand (i) that a majority of the members
of the Legislative Councils be elected;
(i) that the Legislative Councils beinvested
with wider powers than heretofore;
(iii) thatatleasthalf the seatsin the Viceroy's
Executive Councilbe filled by Indians: The
Lucknow Pact, as the Congress-Muslim
League united programme was called, was
an important achieverment.

Meanwhile the Home Rule campaign
was being intensified. Many ‘moderate’
leaders like Motilal Nehru and C.R. Das’
came outinsupport of Home Rule. Repres-
sive measures followed. The papers men-
tioned before, Al Hilal, Comrade and
Hamdard, werebanned. Annie Besant was
interned, and her paper, New India, was
forfelted The government action enraged
the people. Protesting against the repres-

NATIONAHST MOVEMENT BECOMES
A MASS MOVEMENT, 1919-1927

Gandhiji's Leadership

Thenationalistmovementgréw intoawide-
spread mass anti-imperialist movement at
the end of the war, Many factors contrib-
uted to this development. Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi cameinto prominence
at this time and became the undisputed
leader of the nationalist movement. After
studying law in England, he had gone to
South Africa to start his legal practice. In
the struggleagainst thediscriminatory and
racialist policy of the government of South
Africa, he perfected his philosophy of ac-
tion. It consisted of non-violent resistance
and, when applied to the Indian scene, it
served to bring millions of people into the
movement for Swaraj. Powerful mass



70

movements were launched under his
leadership. Theseinvolved defianceof laws,
peacefuldemonstrations, boycottof courts,
stoppage of work, boycott of educational
institutions, picketing of shops selling li-
quor and foreign goods, non-payment of

taxes and the closing of vital business. .

These non-violent but no less revolution-
ary methods influenced millions of people
belonging to all sections of society and
infused in them bravery and self-confi-
dence, Millions now braved the repression
resorted to by the government, boldly
courted imprisonment and faced lathi-
charges and firings. Gandhiji lived the
simple life of an ascetic and talked to the
people in a language they could under-
stand. He came to be known to the people
of India as Mahatma Gandht.

Gandhiji made soctal reform a part of
the programme of the nationalist move-
ment, His greatest achievement in the field
of social reform was the campaign against
the inhuman institution of untouchability
which had degraded millions of Indians.
His other achievement was in the field of
cottage industries, He saw in the charkha,
the spinning wheel, the salvation of the
village people, and its promotion became a
part of the Congress programme. In addi-
tion to infusing people with the spirit of
nationalism, it provided employment to
millions and created alarge group of people
who were ready to throw themselves into
the struggle and court imprisonrnent, The
charkha became so important that it even-
tually becamea part of the flag of the Indian
National Congress.

Gandhiji devoted himself to the cause
of Hindu-Muslim unity. Heregarded com-
manalism as anti-national and inhuman,
Under his leadership the unity of the na-
tionalist movement was secured and the
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peopie of India marched on in their quest
for independence.

Consequences of the War and
Repressive Measures

Apart from Gandhiji's leadership, several
other factors led to the growth of national-
ist movement into a mass movement. The
war expenditure imposed on India had
further impoverished the masses. The
spread of influenza epidemic took a huge
toll of human lives. The war was followed
by anupsurge of nationalism in many coun-
tries, Three autocracies had been over-
thrown —Hohenzollern in Germany,
Habsburg in Austria and Romanov in Rus-
sia. The fall of. autocracies had a healthy
effect on the political climate of the world.
Indian nationalistleaders were also deeply
influenced by the Russian Revolution. The
Soviet government of Russia proclaimed
the right of subject nations to indepen-
dence and gave up the imperialist gains
which the Czaristregime had acquired. All
these developments influenced the con-
sciousness of the Indian people and in-
spired them to plunge themselves into the
nationalist struggle with greater vigour.
The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms,
which became the Government of India
Actin 1919, clearly defined the jurisdiction
of the central and provincial governments.
The central legislature now consisted of
two houses with elected majorities. How-
ever, the franchise was limited and the
legislaturehad noreal powers, Int the prov-
inces, a system called ‘dyarchy' was intro-
duced. There were elected majorities in the
legislative councils, the franchise being
based on property qualifications and com-
munal electorates, There were certain pro-
vincial subjects which were under the juris-
diction of the legislative councils but the
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overnorshad wide powers of interference
and the legislatures were, for all practical
purpases; powerless. The reforms intro-
duced werea far cry from the aim of Swaraj
mdwerecondemned both by the Congress
and the League. The reforms further an-
geted the masses and were condemned as
unsatisfactory.

The defeat of Turkey in the war and the
dismemberment of the Turkish empire
angered the Muslim masses and led to an
outburstof popular teeling against the Brit-
ish government.

The Dritish government resorted to re-
pressive measures. In 1919, the Rowlatt
Act was passed in spite of being opposed
by all Indian members of the legislative
council. The Act authorized the govern-
mentto imprison people withouttrial, Three
Indianmembers—MadanMohan Malaviya,
Mohammad Ali Jinnah and Mazharul
Haque — resigned’ from the council in
protest, The Rowlatt Actaroused a wave of
popular indignation and led to the massa-
cre at Jallianwala Bagh. All the repressive
measures, however, only added fuel to the
fire of nationalism.

The Massacre at Jallianwala Bagh

The Rowlatt Act came into effect in March
1919, Voices from all over the country
swelled the chorus of pratest. On 6 April,
there were strikes, harfals, and
demonstrations at many places. In Punjab,
the protest movement was particularly
stcong. The government resorted to lathi-
charge and firing in many places. On 10
April, two outstanding leaders of the
Congress, Dr Satya Pal and Dr Saifuddin
Kitchlew, were arrested and taken to an
unknown place. To protest against the
arrests, a public meeting was held on 13
April in Jallianwala dagn, a small park
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enclosed by buildings on all sides, in
Amritsar. General Dyer with his British
troaps entered the park, closed the only
exit and, without giving any warning,
ordered the troops to fire. The meeting had
been peaceful and there had been no
provocation, Among those who had come
to the meeting were women, children and
old persons. The firing lasted about 10
minutes and about 1600 rounds were fired.
As the exit, which was a narrow passage,
had been closed, no one was allowed to
escape. After some time, Dyer left with his
troops. About 1000 dead, according to
unofficial estimates, and about 2000
wounded persons lay unattended to in the
Bagh, The monstrous act: provoked
unparalleled indignation throughout the
country.

Dyer's 'unexampled act of brutality’
and 'deliberately calculated massacre’
shocked the conscience of many English-
men.

Immediately after the massacre, mar-
tial law was declared throughout Punjab
and a reign of terror was let loose, How-
ever, the terror failed to crush the move-
ment and the 'moral effect’” which Dyer
hoped to create failed to materialize. Soon
the Khilafat and the Non-Cooperation
movements brok'élout.

Khilafat and Non-Cooperation

Movements

The Khilafat movernent was organized by
the famous Alibrothers, Mohamed Aliand
Shaukat Ali, and others in protest against
the injustice done to Turkey after the war.
Infact,itbecamea partofthe Indian nalion-
alist movement. The Congress leaders
joined in the Khilafat agilation and helped
in organizing it throughout the counlry.
In 1920, the Congress adopted the new
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programme of nen-vielent Non-Coopera-

tion under the leadership of Gandhiji. The

aims of the Non-Cooperation, movement

- were to redress the wrongs doné to Punjab
and Turkey, and the attainment of Swaraj.
It was to proceed in stages, beginning with
the renunciation of titles, to be followed by
the boycott of the legislatures, law courts
and educational institutions and the cam-
paign of non-payment of taxes.

It was decided to organize a corps of
150,000 volunteers to carry on the cam-
paign of Non-Cooperation.

The Non-Cooperationmovement was a
great success. In the elections to the legisla-

" tures, about hwo-thirds of voters did not
vote. Educational institutions were de-
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serted. A new programme of national edu-
cation was started. Such institutions as the
Jamia Millia and the Kashi Vidya Peeth
were established. Many Indians resigned
their government jobs. Foreign cloth was
burnt in bonfires. There were strikes all
over the country. In Malabar, the Moplah
rebellion broke out. Hindus and Muslims
participated in the movemerit as one, and
scenes of fraternization were witnessed all
over the country. Amongst the Sikhs, there
was a movement to dislodge the pro-gov-
ernment and corrupt mahants from
gurudwaras. Thousands of persons en-
rolled themselves as volunteers. In the
midst of the movement, the Prince of Wales
arrivedinIndia. On theday ofhisarrivalon

Delegates to Indian National Congress session held at Amritsar in Deceniber 1919, Seated on chair,
right to left, are: Madan Mohan Malaviya, Annie Besant, Swami Shradhanand, Motilal Nehru
APresident), Bal Gangadhar Tilak and others. Sitting on the gronnd, Teft to right, are: Jawaharlal
Neliru, S.Satyamurti and others
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17 November 1921, he was 'greéted’ by
general strikes and demonstrations. At
many places, policeresorted o firing at the
demonstrators, The repression continued
and by the end of the year all the top
leaders with theexception of Gandhiji were
arrested. By the beginning of 1922,
about 30,000 persons were in jail,

At the height of the Non-Cooperation
movement and the repressive measures of
the British government, the annual session
of the Congress was held at Ahmedabad in
December 1921, The Congress, under the
Presidentship of Hakim Ajmal Khan, de-
cided to confinue the movement until the
Punjab and Khilafat grievances were ve-
dressed and Swaraj attained. The mood of
the people canbegauged from the fact that,
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at this session, many people werenolonger
safisfied with the slogan of Swaraj which
did not mean complete independence,
Maulana Hasrat Mohani, an eminent na-.

tionalist leader and a leading Urdu poet,

proposed thatSwaraj should be defined as
“Complete Independence free from alj for-
eign control'. The proposal was not ac-
cepted but it showed the dynamics of po-
litical consciousness at work in the people.,

Harly in February, Gandhiji decided to
launch a no-tax campaign in Bardoli dis-
trictin Gujarat. However, inChauriChaura
(in Uttar Pradesh) people turned violenl
and set fire to a police station causing the
death of 22 policemen. When the news
reached Gandhiji, he decided to call off the
Non-Cooperation movement. The Work-

Seatéd on chair, right to left are : Mohnmed Ali, Bharti Krishna Tirathji ( S!mnknmchnlryn‘of Shardn
Peeth) and Shankat AL, Seated on the ground is Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew. They were .tFIEd in1921 at
Knrachi and Ali Brothers and Dr Kitchlew were sententced to bwo years' imprisonient.
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iy Conunittee of the Congress met on 12
Vebruary 1922 and decided to concentrate
on the popularization of charkha, promo-
tion of Hindu-Muslim unity and combat-
ing of untouchability.

‘Thoseleaders of the Congress who were
injailwere unhappy to learn that the move-
ment had been called off. Gandhiji himself
was arrested and sentenced lo six years'
irprisonment. However, he was released
within two years and started his construc-
tive programme for the popularization of
charkhy, promotion of Hindu-Muslimunity
and combating of untouchability, He also
took up the cause of the promotiorni of
. national education. A section of the Con-
press led by Motilal Nehru and C.R, Das
formed the Congress Khilafat Swarajya
Party and decided to participate in the
¢lections to the various legislative bodies
which had been boycotted earlier, and to
wreck them from within until thedemands
ofthepeople weremet. Subsequently, some
of them, led by Madan Mohan Malaviya
and [ajpatRaiopposed the policy ofwreck-
ing thecouncils from withinand decided to
offer Responsive Cooperation to the gov-
ernment. '

Communalism and its Dangerous
Liffocts

Anunfortmate development after the call-
ing aff of the Non-Cooperation movement
was the growth of communal tension and
ihe occurrence of communal riots. Move-
ments of tabligh and shuddhi were started
which resulted in the growth of communal
tension. The tabligh movement was started
by Muslim communalists to promote con-
version to Islam. The shuddlii movement
was started by Hindu communalists to
reconvert to Hinduism persons who had
been converted to other religions. Commu-
nalism implied the starting of political
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movements in the name of promoting the
interests of one's owncommunity and pro-
testing against the real or imaginary ad-
vantages enjoyed by other communities. It
was based on the view that the political,
economic, social and cultural interests of
the people belonging to different religious
communilies were not only separate and
different from oneanother butalso antago-
nistic to one anothet.

However, the communal patties did
not advance the interests of their commu-
nities, Theinterests of one communily could
not be separated {rom the interes(s of the
entire nation. The communal parties were
not concerned with the freedom of the
country but wanted to get concessions for
the upper classes of their communities.
You have already read about the Muslim
League which cut itself off from the Con-
gress in the 19205 and started pursuing its
communal demands. Meanwhile, several
Hindu communal organizations had also
been formed. The most important of these
was the Hindu Mahasablia which had been
formed in 1915. [t demanded special privi-
leges for Hindus in provinces where they
wereinaminority justas theMuslim League
demanded special privileges For Muslims
in provinces where they were ina minority,
Both playad into the hands of British impe-
rialism.

These tendencies hampered he nation-
atist movement. They diverted the atten-
tion of people from the need for indepen-
dence from foreipn rule, The communalists
belonging to various communities had
many things in common. They attached
more importance to gerting more seats in
the legislatures than to the independence
of the country. Bothlooked up to the British
rulers for patronage. They did not concern
themselves with questions affecting the
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common people —poverly, social reforms
and equality. They were concerned only
with the rights and privileges of the upper
classes of Ltheir community and were united
intheir opposition to radical social reforms
and changes.

Communal thinking also influenced
some sections among the Sikhs. Various
caste organizations in different parts of the
country also played a disruptive role simi-
lar to the one played by the Hindu, Muslim
and Sikh communal organizations.

Many communal riots occurred in vari-
ous parts of the country as a result of the
activities of communal organizations and
the encouragement they received from the
British government.

FROM SWARAJ TO COMPLETE
INDEPENDENCE, 1927-1939

After the calling off of the Non-Coopera-
tior movement, for a few years there were
no nation-wide political campaigns or agi-
fations and the constructive programme of
Gandhiji was taken up. But soon this Jull
was over. The Congress adopted the slo-
gan of Complete Independence and a
mighty movement known as the Civil Dis-
obedience movement was launched to
achieve it. The nationalist movement now.
assumed a wider character and adopted a
comprehensive programume for the social
and economic reconstruction of Indian so-
ciely anceindependence wasattained. Thus
the struggle for polifical independence be-
came a prerequisite for the reconstruction
of Indian society,

Next to Gandhiji, the central figure in
the new phase of the nationalist movement
was Jawaharlal Nehru, After receiving his
education in England, Jawaharlal returned
{o India in 1912, Spon he came under the
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Sutihis Chandra Bose and Jawaharial Nelri fu
Calcuttta in 1937

spellof Gandhiji and threw himself into the
nationalist struggle. His contact with the
peasants of Uttar Pradesh, whiclthe devel-
oped inthe 1920s aroused the degpest emo-
tionis in him and made him a life-long
champion of the oppressed. He wroteabout
his experience: "I was filled with shame
‘and sorrow at the degradation and over-
whelming poverty of India. A new picture
of India seemed to arise before me, naked,
starving, crushed, and utferly miserable.”
This ‘discovery of India' made his nationai-
ist thinking all the more intense, and na-
tional independence and the strupgle to
improve people's condition became one to
him. In December 1921, he was arrested
along with Motilal Nehru, his father, and
other nationalist leaders. He was released
for a few weeks, then re-arrested and again
released early in 1923, Then he went fo
Nabha, which was a princely state, to ob-
serve the demonstration of Akali Sikhs
against the corrupt mahants. He was ar-
rested and sentenced after the pretence of
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a trial. His experience of Nabha opened his

eyes to the other India, the India ruled by

the Indian princes. [t was no better than
British rule and, in many respects, even
worse. He became the champion of the
rights of the people of the princely states.
Within a few years, the movement of the
people of these states against the oppres-
sion by their rulers became an tntegral part
of the nationalist movement. He became
one of the general secretaries of the Con-
gresswhen MaulanaMohamed Aliwas the
President.

Another important leader to rise in this
pericd was Subhas Chandra Bose. Edu-
cated at Calcutta and Cambridge, he was
selected to the Indian Civil Service but,
instead, plunged himself into the national-
ist strugple. He orpganized student and
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youthassociations throughout the country
for the strengthening of the nationalist
movement and, in 1924, was arrested on
the charge of organizing terroristactivities.
Jawaharial and Subhas became the leaders
of the radical wing in the nationalist move-
ment and the idols of youth all over the
country.

The Simon Commission
InNovember 1927, the British government
appointed the Simon Commission to look
into the working of the Government of
India Act of 1919 and to suggest changes.
The Commission consisted of Englishmen
withoutasingle Indianrepresentative. Also
its terms of reference did not hold out
hopes of anything remotely like Swataj.
At the Congress session at Madras in

A confemporary illusiration depicting the police assanlt on deiionstrators led by Laln Lajpat Rai,
protesting against the Sinzore Conmission at Lahore. Lala Lajpat Roi diedof the injuries suffered by
Hiny during tie assault,
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December 1927, a resolution calling for
Complete Independence was passed. This
was the first time that a resolution de-
manding complete independencehad been
passed by the Congress. By another resolu-
tion , it was decided to boycott the Simon
Commission.

The Commission arrived in India in
February 1928 and was met witha country-
widehartal. Even the majority of the mem-
bers of the Central Legislative Assembly
boycatted the Commission. Anti-Simon
Committees were formed all over the coun-
try to organize demonstrations and hartals
wherever the Comunission went. Peaceful
demonstrators were beaten up by the po-
lice at many places. Lala Lajpat Rai was
assaulted and scon after died. Govind

Bailabh Pant received a lathi blow which:

disabled him for life.

Two other events droused popular re-
sentment in this period. In March 1929, 31
labour leaders were arrested on the charge

of conspiracy. The leaders included three
Englishmen who had helped in the organi- .

zation of the workers' movement in India.
They were taken to Meerut and were tried.

The trial which lasted four years is known

as the Meerut Conspiracy Case. Many
defence committees were formed all over
the country and even in England and other
foreign countries. The nationalist leaders
provided legal defence tothe accused. Some
of them were acquitted while others were
convicted, The workers' organizationshad
been growing and played an active part in
the natiopalist movement. Many British
socialists helped in organizing the work-
ers. The- British government got scared,
and in'1929 issued the Public Safety Ordi-
.nance to remove from India persons it
considered “British and foreign communist
agents'. The government had also enacted
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a law to curb trade union activities, -
Another case is known as the Lahore
Conspiracy Case. After the withdrawal of
the Non-Coopeérationmovement, there had
been a revival of revolutionary activities.
Fourrevolutionaries, including Ram Prasad
Bismil and Ashfaqulla, belonging to the
Hindustan Republican Association had
been hanged after their trial undec the
Kakori Conspiracy case. In 1928, Chandra
Shekhar Azad, Bhagat Singh, Sukh Dev

" and others had founded a new revolution-

ary orgartization called the Hindustan Re-
publican Socialist Association. On 8 April
1929, Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt
went to the Central Legislative Assembly
and threw a bomb at government benches
and raised slogans of ‘Long Live the Revo-
lution’. There wereno casuaities and prob-
ably nonewas intended. BhagatSinghand
Dutt surrendered and were taken into cus-
tody. Many other members of the associa-
tion were arrested later and a bomb work-
shop, unearthed. Except for Chandra
Shekhar Azad (who was later killed in an
encounter with the police), ail the promi-
nent members were arrested and charged
with the murder of the Superintendent of
Police of Lahore also. The prisoners were
brutally treated injail. [atin Das died after
a hunger sirike lasting 64 days. Bhagat
Singh, Rajguru and Sukh Dev were later

. sentenced to death. Theirexecutionaroused

a wave of indignation all over the country.

Lahore Congtess and the Civil
Disobedience Movement

In December 1929, the Congress session
was held at Lahore with Jawaharfal Nehru
as the President. The Congress declared
the attainment of Complete Independence
as its aim and decided to launch a Civil
Disobedience movement under the leader-
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ship of Gandhiji, It was decided to cel-
ebrate 26 January as the Independence Day
all over the country, On 26 January 1930,
meetings were held all over the country
and the Congress tricolor washoisted. The
people took the 'Pledge of Independence’at
these meetings. The Pledge stated: "The
British government in India has not only
deprived the Indian people of their free-
dombuthas based itself on the exploitation
of the masses, and has ruined India eco-
nomically, politically, culturally and spiri-
tually. We believe, therefore, that India
must sevel the British connection and at-
tain Purna Swaraj or comglete indepen-
dence. We believe it to be a crime against
manand God to submitany longer toa rule
thathas caused this fourfold disaster toour
country. We recognize, however, that the
most effective way of gaining our freedom

SOCIAL SCIENCE - PART |

is through non-violence. We will, there-
fore, prepare our selves... for civil disobe-
dience, including non-payment of taxes"

Because of its significance in the nation-
alist struggle, 26 January was chosenas the
day to mark the birth of the Indian Republic
in 1950. So Independence Day of the pre-
independence years has become Republic
Day in Free India.

The Civil Disobedience movement be-
ganwithwhatis knownas the DandiMarch.
Gandhiji, along with 78 of his followers,
started from his ashram at Sabarmati ona
march to Dandi on the sea-coast on foot
and broke the law by making salt. In April,
he gave instructions to launch the move-
ment. “Let every village fetch or manufac-
ture contraband salt, sisters should picket
liquor shops, opiumdensand foreign cloth
dealers' shops... Foreign cloth should be

Gandhifi, along with i followers, diering his mnrch from Sulerutati Ashntne fo Dandi
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burnt. Hindus should eschew untouchabii-
ity... Letstudents leave government schools
and colleges and government servanis re-
sign their service... and we shall soon find
that Purana Swaraj will come knocking at
our doors,"

Assoonas the Civil Disobedience move-
ment started, all the important leaders in-
cluding Gandhiji and Jawaharlal Nehru
were arrested. By the beginning of 1931,
90,000 persons were in jail and 67 papers
had been baruted. In April and May 1930,
three dramatic incidents had taken place.
At Peshawar, Indian soldiers refused to
open fire on the demonstratars *when or-
dered to do so. In Sholapur, martial law
had to be imposed to suppress the mass
upsurge, In Chittagong, the revolutiortar-
ies captured the armoury and there was a
pitched battle between the government
troops and the revolulionaries

In January 1931, Gandhiji and some
other leaders were released. In March an
agreewent knownas the Gandhi-lrwin Pact
was signed under which the movement
was called off. The government promised
toreleasealt political prisonersexcept those
charged with acts of violence. The Con-
gress agreed to participate in the Second
Round Table Conference which had been
called to consider a scheme for a new con-
stitution for India.

In 1931, the Congress met at Karachi. It
approved the Gandhi-lrwin Pact. Themost
significant contribution of the Karachi ses-
sion was a resolution it passed on Funda-
mental Rights and Economic Policy. It
outlined a plan for the reconstruction of
Indian society after mdependence, and was
fo furnish many aims and ideals for the
Constitution of India and the social and
economic policy of the Indian Republic.

The Civil Disobedience movement was

)

revived on Gandhiji's return from the
Round Table Conference in London, when
Lord Willingdon, the new Viceroy, de-
clined to grant even an interview to
Gandhiji. Gandhijiwas arrested. The move-
ment continueed for two years. The repres-
sion of the government was more severe
than it had been before. By April 1933,
about 120,000 persons had been impris-
oned. In May'1934 the entire Civil Disobe-
dience movement was called off.

The Civil Disvbedience movement had
involved millions of people, young and
old, men and women, people belonging to
allregions and communities. The commu-
nalorganizations, bothof Hindusand Mus-
lims, during this period concentrated on
getting more seats in the legislatures and
refraired from an active role in the inde-
pendence movement. They bad no sub-
slantial following and did not seriously
affect the course of the movement.

Influence of Socialist Ideas

In 1920 was founded the All India Trade
Union Congress. The trade union move-
mentenjoyed the support of many national
leaders. Besides working for improve-
ments in the living conditicns of workers,
it mobilized the workers in the cause of
independence. '

The peasants were drawrt into the na-
tionalist struggle towards the end of the
First World War. The economic grievances
of the peasants ngainst landlords and the
government inevitably drew theminto the
nationalist struggle. In 1917-18, Gandhiji
Jaunched whatis knownas the Champaran
Movemnentin Biharagainst the indigo plant-
ers. During the Non-Cooperation move-
ment, peasants all over the counkry op-
posed the heavy land revenue they had to
pay and this becamne an integral part of the
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struggle for Swaraj. Later on, many peas-
ant organizations were formed, These or-
ganizations participated in the struggle for
freedom, campaigned against heavy land
taxes and advocated the abolition of the
zamindari system. Many nationalist lead-
ers led peasant struggles. The participa-
tion of peasants in the freedom struggle
helped in making il more broad-based and
extensive, and land reforms to alleviate the
sufferings of the peasants became oneofits
important aimns.

The ideas of socialism also gradually
gained ground in the nationalist move-
ment. The Russian Revolutionhad madea
deep impact on the thinking of the nation-
alist leaders. Many leaders were socialists
in their ideological beliefs and advocated
the adoption of socialist policies. The most
outstanding of these leaders was Jawaharlal
Nehru. He had been influenced by the
ideas of Karl Marx and other socialist think-
ers and had developed close relations with
socialist leaders of Europe. He popular-
ized the ideas of socialism and persuaded
the Congress toadoptaradical programme
of social and economic reconstruction.
Although the Congress was not wholly
comrnitted to his idea of socialism, his
ideas influenced the policies of the nation-
alist movemenl with regard to social and
economic matters. With the support of
Nehru the Congress Socialist Party was
formed in 1934, It worked within the In-
dian National Congress and advocated the
convening of a Constituent Assembly to
decidethe future of India and the establish-
mentof asocialist socie

1925 and exercised a powerful influence
"over industrial workers. It wanted the
nationalist movement to be based on the
economic demands ofworkers. Manyofits

. The Communist
Party of India had been formed earlier in-
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later leaders came from the Congress So-
cialist Party and worked in the Indian Na-
tional Congress.

The States People's Movement

There were about 600 states in India which
were ruled over by Indian princes. They
covered aboutone-third of India's territory
and about one-fifth of India's population.
Many of these states were 50 small as to be
no more than zamindaris. There were
some like Hyderabad, which were large
and had a population of several million
people. These states were allowed to con-
tinue after the Revolt of 1857 though they
were at the mercy of the British govern-
ment. As they owed their existence to the

‘Dritish government, they were loyal sup-

porters of the British rule in India. These
states were ruled by the princes in a most
authoritarianmanner. Peoplesuffered from
extreme economicand political disabilities
in these states, They had no civil rights and
no law except that of the ruler and had to
perform forced labour. While the people
were oppressed, therulersled opulentand
degenerate lives, Any attemnpt at political,
social and economic reform in these states
wasmostruthlessly putdown. Thenation-
alist movement could not be fully national
unless it concerned itself also with the lib-
eration of the people of the Indian states
from the oppression of their rulers. The
Congress for along time did not pay much
heed to the sad plight of these people.
However, the peoplein several states orga-
nized themselvesand demanded civilrights
in the states. In 1927 the All India States
People's Conference was formed. The
Conference focused the attention of the
Indian people all over the country on the
conditions prevailing in the states. In'a
statement, the Conference pointed out; “In
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Jazwakiarlal Nelwzn boing baken in 0 procession iy
Ludltiana in 1939, The All India States People’s
Conference which held its session there was
presided over by lim.

these states, big or small, with very few
exceplions, personal, autocratic rule pre-
vails. There is no rule of law and taxation
is excessive and unbearable. Civilliberties
are crushed, The privy purse of the rulers
is usually not fixed and even where it is
lixed, that is not adhered to. On the one
hand, theve is the extravagance and luxury
of the princes; on the other, the extreme
poverty of the pecple.

“With the hard-earned money of the
poverty-stricken and miserable people, en-
joxment is bought ‘and luxury is flaunted
by their rulers in foreign countries and in
India, This syslem cannot continue. No
civilized people can tolerate it. The whole
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argument of hislory is against it; the tem-
per of the Indian people cannot submit to
"

The Congress gradually veered round
to this view and gave recognition to the
rights of the people of the states. It de-
clared: “The Congress stands for the same
political, social and economic freedom in
the States as in the gest of India and consi-
ders the States as integral parts of India
which cannot be separated. Purna Swaraj
or complete independence which is the
objective of Congress is for the whole of
India, inclusive of the States, for the integ-
rity and unity of India must be maintained
in freedom as it has been maintained in
subjection,”” Thus the ending of the op-
pressive rule of the Indian princes became
a part of the nationalist movement's
programme and the aimofbuildingaunited
India was firmly laid down.

The Natlionalist Movement and
the World

Throughout its history, Indian nationalist
movement was intimately connected with

‘developmentsin othercountries. Youhave

read earlier about the influence which the
Russo-Japanese War, the First World War
and the Russian Revolution had exerted on
the nationalist movement., Many people
outside India supported the nationalist
cause. Youhave already seen how, as early
as 1857, there were groups in England
whica tried to rouse the conscience of the:
people of England against the atrocities
committed by the British government in
India. In the twentieth century, several
otganizations were eslablished in various
countries by Tndians with the help of en-
lightened people there to propagale the
causeof Indianindependence in those coun-
tries. One of the most important of these
organizalions was the India League in En-



81

gland which did significant work in mobi-
lizing British opinion against the British
government's policies inIndia, Many Brit-
ish labour leaders actively campaigned for
Indian independence.

Our leaders also gradually became
aware of the freedom movements in other
countries and'made common cause with
them. Jawaharlal Nehru played animpor-
tant part in developing the consciousness
of the Indian people on international is-
sues. [n1927, whenhe had pone o Europe,
he attended the Congress of Oppressed
Nationalities, which had been called at
Brussels by the well-knownscientist Albert
Einstein, the writer Romain Rolland and
many others. An organization called the
League against Imperjalism wag formed
and the Indian National Congress was af-
filiated to it. The League campaigned for
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putting an end to imperialism everywhere,

When the Japanese invasion of China
started in 1931, the people of India ex-
tended their support to the peopleof China.
The 1920s and 1930s saw the growth of
fascismin Europe, particularly in Germany
and Italy where the fascist parties came 1o
power and destroyed even the elementary
liberttes of the people. Democracy and
freedom all over the world were endan-
gered even more than under the old impe-
rialism when the fascist countries started
planning conquests. The Indian national-
ists understood the danger which fascism
posed to the peoples of the world. The
Congress opposed fascism and supported
the peoples struggling against it. The fas-
cists of Spain were supported by Hitler's
Germany in their revolt against the demo-
cratic government of Spain. The other

Jawalarlal Nelirnt addressing a public ineeting in support of the Spanish Republicans at Trafalgare
Square, London, 1938
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countries of Europe were indifferent to the
civil war in Spain and the bombing of
innocent people in Spanish villages and
towns by German planes.

The Spanish civil war had aroused the
conscience of the people everywhere and
warned them of the danger which fascism
presented. An international brigade of
yolunteers formed by ordinary citizens of
theworld foughtshoulder to shoulder with
the Republicans inSpain. Jawaharlal Nehru,
who was in Europe at the time of the civil
war, visited Spain and extended the sup-
port of the Indian nationalist movement to
the people of Spain in their hour of need.
WhenMussolini, the fascist dictator of Italy,
expressed a desire to see Jawaharlal Nehru,
Nehru refused to see him. He also had no
illusions left regarding the democratic pro-
fessions of Western countries. They had
betrayed Spain and were soon to betray
Czechoslovakia and hand it over to Ger-
many. Jawaharlal Nehru said about the
governments of Western countries when
they betrayed Czechoslovakia: "History
long ages hence will remember this infamy
and will not forgive them".

Under Jawaharlal Nehru, the cause of
freedomand democtacy in other countries
became dear to the Indian people strug-
gling for the independence of their coun-
try, This fraternity -with the. oppressed
peoples all over the world was to become
the basis of independent India's foreign
policy. Atthesame time, under the leader-
ship of Mahatma Gandhi, Indians fighting
for independence learned that their con-
ffict was with the British government and
not with the British peaple,

Const{tuonal Developments

The British government promulgated the
Government of India Acton 2 August 1935,
This Actenvisaged an All-India Federation
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of British Indian Provinces and Indian states
and the establishment of provincial au-
tonomy in the federating provinces. Atthe
centre a central legislative assembly and a
council of states were to be formed. The
Indian princes were to be given dispropor-
tionately high representation in the two
houses at the centre. The provisionregard-
ing the formation of the federation never
came into operatiop and the new constitu-
tion was introduced only in the provinces.

The Nationalist Movement, 1935-3%

In April 1936, the Congress session was
held at Lucknow under the Presidentship
of Jawaharlal Nehru. In 1934, the Congress
had demanded the formation of a Con-
stituent Assembly elected by adult fran-
chise to decide the constitution for India. In
December 1936, at a special session, the
Congress in a resolution rejected the Gov-
ernmentof India Actof 1935 and stated that
the Constitution that had been imposed on
India was against the declared will of the
people. It reiterated its resolve regarding
the Constituent Assembly.

Although the Congress condemned the
Government of India Act, it decided (o
parficipate in theelections to the provincial
lesgislatures which were to take place in
1937, The. Election Manifesto of the Con-
gress demanded the convening,of a Con-
stituent Assembly. It also agvocated land
reforms to save the pe:\aants from ruthfess
exploitation, equal rights for men and
women, and improvementin the condition
of workers.

The elections were held in 1937 and
about 15.5 million people cast Lheir votes.
Besides the Congress, many other parties
including the Muslim League participated
in the elections. The Congress swept the
polls in most parts of the country. It six
provinces, it won an abgolute majority and
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in three other provinces, it emerged as the
single largest party. There were 482 seats
reserved for Muslims. Of these, the Mus-
lim League, which claimed to represent all
the Muslims in India, won only 108 seats.
In four provinces, including the North-
West Frontier Province where Muslims
constituted the majorily community, the
League failed tosecureasingle seat. In that
province, the nationalist movement under
the leadership of the veteran leader, Khan
Abdul Ghaffar Khan, secured significant
victories and the Muslim League, which
wanted todivide the nationalist movement
on the basis of religion failed to have any
influence there,

After theelections, the question of form-
ing ministries in the provinces arose, Many
leaders were opposed o the forming of
ministeies by the Congress. Haowevey, it
was decided by a majority vote to form
ministries wherever the Cangress had a
majority. InJuly 1937, on the assurance of
the Viceroy that the governors would not
interfere in the administration, the Con-
gress formed its ministries in six provinces
-- United Provinces, Central Provinces,
Bihar, Orissa, Madras and Bombay. In the
North-West Frontier Province and Assam,
the Congress formed its ministries later
and, in Sind, a ministry was formed with
the support of the Congress.

These ministries took some important
steps immediately after coming to power.
Political prisoners were released and bans
onnewspapers werelifted. Importantsteps
were also taken in the field of education.

In 1938 the Congress with Subhas

Chandra Bose as its Presidentexpressed its .

total opposition to the scheme for a federa-
tion at the cenire proposed by the British
gavernment and prepared to launch a
movement to gain independence immedi-
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ately. It was proposed that the British
government be presented with an ultima-
tumtoagree toindependence, failing which
a movement would be launched. But the
following year the radical and the moder-
ate sections of the Congress were divided
ont this issue, and Subhas Chandra Bose
decided to contest against the moderate
candidate for Presidentship at the Tripuri
session of the Congress. This was the first
time that the office of the Congress Presi-
dentwas contested. Subhas Chandra Bose
was elected President but was asked to
form the Working Commiltee in consulta-
tion with Gandhiji. The two leaders could
not agree and Subhas Chandra Bose re-
signed. He later formed the Forward Bloc
tomobilize radical elernents in the country.

Indian Nationalist Movement during
the Second World War

In September 1939, the Second World War
broke out and the British government de-
clared India a belligerent. Indian opinion
was not sought and by a unilateral deci-
sion, India was made a party to the war.
As soon as the war was declared, the
Congress clearly stated its attitude. Itcon-
demned the apgression committed by fas-
cist countries — Germany and Italy and
their ally, Japan —and expressed its sym-
pathy with the victims of aggression, Brit-

‘ain, which claimed to be fighting for free-

dom, had destroyed the freedom of the
Indian people and had dragged India into
the war. The Working Committee of the

Congressinaresolution stated: “The people

of India have, in the recent past, faced
grave risks and willingly made great sacri-
fices to secure theiy own freedom and es-
tablish a free democralic state int India, and
their sympathy is entitely on the side of
democracy and freedom. ButIndia cannot
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associate herself in a war said to be for
demacratic freedom when that very free-
dom 15 denied to her, and such limited
freedom, as she possesses, taken away from
her",

The Congress demanded the establish-
ment of an Indian government responsible
to the Central Legislative Assembly and
the promise that independence would be
given as sooun as the war was over. The
British government did not agree even to
this. In November 1939, the Congress min-
istries in the provinces resigned because it
was now clear that Brifain was pursuing
her own imperialist ends in the war, An-
other similar offer by the Congress in 1940
was also rejected by the government.

In October 1940, the Individual
Satyagraha was launched by Gandhiji.
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Selected individuals broke the law by mak-
ing anti-war speeches in public and offered
themselves for arrest, Vinoba Bhave was
chosen as the first person to offer the
Satyagraha, Soon theIndividual Satyagraha
became a nation-wide movement. Within
six months, about 25,000 persons were in
jail,

The movemeni was progressing when
Germany attacked the U.5.5.R,, and JTapan
attacked the U.5, naval station at Pearl
Harbor, and started advancing in South-
Last Asia. These developments
led to the widening of the war into a
world war, In January 1942, the Allied
countries, including U.8.A., the Soviet
Union and Britain, issued the United
Nations Declaration. The Atlantic
Charter which had been issued by the

Gandhifi aud fawaharlal Neliru at the meel'ﬁrg of the All India Congress Conunitiee in Hombay

o 7 Augusk 1942, The historic ‘Quit lidin’ Resol

wtion was passed at this meeting on 8 August 1942,
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United Statesand Britainin 1941 was agreed
to by all members of the United Nations.
This Charter declared: “They (the United
Nations) respect the right of ail peoples to
choose the formof government under which
they will live; and they wish to see sover-
eign tights and self-government restored
to thase who have been forcibly deprived
of them”, The Prime Minister of Britain,
Winston Churchll, however, declared that
the Charter did not apply to India but was
concerned with those countries of Europe
which had been occupied by Germaeny.

Nationalist leaders including the Presi-
dent of the Congress, Abul Kalam Azad,
and Jawaharlal Nehru were opposed to
(ascism and condemned itas the enemy of
the freedom of peoples everywhere. They
expressed their sympathy and support for
victims of fascist aggression, The Indian
nationalist movement pledged to fight
against fascismsideby side with the United
Nations but this could happen only if the
Indian people wete in control of the gov-
ernment of their country, Many countries,
allies against fascism, put pressure on the
British government to concede the demand
of the Indian pecple.

InMarch 1942, Sir Stafford Cripps came
to India to hold talks with the Indian lead-
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A scene of tear-gassiug of detnonstrators in
Bowmbay on 9 August 1942
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ers, However, the talks broke down as the
British were not willing to promise inde-
pendence even after the war was over and
rejected the Congress proposal for the for-
mation of a national government during
the war.

After thefailure of the talks with Cripps,
the Congress prepared to launch the third
mass movement against British rule. (The
first was the Non-Cooperation movement
and the second the Civil Disobedience
movement.) In August 1942, Gandhiji gave
forth the slogan "Quit India’, The Congtess
passed aresolution onB August 1942 which
stated that the ‘immediate ending of British
ruleinIndia’ was'anurgent necessity both
for the sake of India and the success of the
United Nations'. The Congress resolved to
launch a mass civil disobedience struggle
on the widest possible scale “for the vindi-
cation of India's inalienable right to free-
dom and independence', if the British rule
did not end immediately. The day after the
resolution was passed, the Congress was
banned and all the important leaders were
arrested,

Thearrestof thenationalist leaders pro-
voked a wave of indignation among the
people. "Quit India’', the pithiest call to
action, resounded throughout the country.
There were spontaneous demonstralions
at many places, and people resorted to the
use of violence to dislodge the foreign rule,
The government used police and army to
suppress the movement. Hundreds of per-
sons were killed and gver 70,000 arrested
in less than five months. Despite the
government's ruthlessness, the struggles
continued throughout the period of the
Second World War.

In 1941, Subhas Chandra Bose had es-
caped from India and had reached Ger-
many. He carried on activities for India's
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reedom from there and made broadcasts
pehorting the people of India to overthrow
British rule. In July 1943, he came to
Singapore. Rash Behari Bose, an Indian
revolutionary who had escaped from India
lo Japan in 1915, had set up the Indian
Independence League. After the Japanese
had defeated the BritishinSouth-East Asia,
the Indian National Army was organized
from among the Indian soldiers who had
beentaken prisonerby theJapanese. Subhas
Bose took over the leadership of the Indian
Independence League and reorganized the
Indian National Ariny (Azad Hind Fauj) to
liberate India from British rule. On 21 Oc-
tober 1943, he proclaimed the setting up of
the Provisional Government of Free India.
In 1944, three units of the INA along with
the Japanese troops moved into the Imphal-
Kohima region of north-eastern India. The
attack was, however, repulsed. Even
though the attempt to liberate India failed,
the activities of Subhas Bose and the INA
served to strengthen the anti-imperialist
struggle in India. It may, however, be re-
membered that both Germany and Japan
were agpressor countries with ambitions
of world domination. The Indiannaiional-
ist movement had never viewed them as
friends in its strugple for freedom and its
sympathies, {rom the very beginning, had
been with the victims of the German ag-
gression in Europe and of the Japanese
aggression in Asia,

The Demand for Pakistan

You have read earlier about the rige of
communal parlies. These parties were or-
ganized pn{hebasis of religionand claimed
lo be working for (he promotion of (he
interests of their respective communities.
In reality these communal patties played
into the hands of the British rulers and
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hampered the cause of freedom. During
the period when the nationalist movement
was at its height, these parties were swept
away and failed to get the support of the
people. The Muslim League fared badly in
the elections of 1937. So did the Hindu
communal organizations. Flowever, soon
communalism raised its head again, this
time in a more sinister form and led to
tragic consequences for the peopleof India.

The new development in communal
politics in India was the propagation of
what is know as the “two-nation theory'.
According to this theory, theMuslim League
led by Jinnah claimed that India consisted
of two separate nations — Hindus and
Muslims, Politics based on this theary led
to iragic incidents and ultimately the
partition of the country.

The 'two-nation theory' was a total fal-
sification of the entire history of the Indian
people. In medieval times, Hindus and
Muslims had developed a conunon cul-
ture. They were one people. In the nine-
teenth century, before, during, and after
the Revolt of 1857 they had fought as one
people to free themselves from foreignrule.
In the twentieth century, when the national
movement became a mass movement,
people of both communities, Hindus and
Muslims alike, suffered repression as one
people and one nation. The nationalist
movement was a strupgle of the enlire
Indian nation involving all the communi-
ties living in India. Now the 'lwo-nation
theory' attacked the entire basis of Indian
nationalism. The Hindu communal lead-
ersalso advocated this theory by asserting
that only Hindus of India constituted Lhe
nation.

In 1940, at the Lahore session of lhe
Muslim League, the demand for a separate
state of Pakistanwas madle. Jtwasbased on
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A scente of anti-British protest in Bombay during the wmutiny of the ratings of the Royal
Indian Navy in 1946

the “two-nation.theory’. The Muslim
League demanded "that the areas in which
the Muslims are numerically in a majority
as in the North-Western and Eastern Zones
of India should be grouped to constitute
‘Independent States' in which the constitu-
ent units shall be autonomous and sover-
sign'.

The demand for a separate state was
opposed by large sections of Muslims who
wereagainst any separatistdemand. Many
nationalist leaders like Maulana Abul
Kalarm Azad, who had always been in the
forefront of the national movement, stoutly
opposed the demand fora separate state as
anti-national and detrimental to the inter-
ests of Muslims and the people of India as
awhole. Many Muslimorganizations were
also opposed to the demand for a separate
stale and fought against communal ten-
dencies and for the freedom of the Indian

people. Of these the more prominent were
the Khudai Khidmatgar in the North-West
Frontier Province organized by the veleran
leader, Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, popu-
larly known as ‘Fronter Gandhi', the Watan
Party in Baluchistan, the All-India Momin
Conference, the Ahrar Party, the All-India
Shia Political Conference and the Azad
Muslim Conference. These organizations,
along with the Congress, led a large num-
ber of Muslims in the struggle for indepen-
dence,

The Muslim League was encouraged by
the British government to pressits demand
for a separate state and played the game of
British imperialism which had the effect of
disrupting and weakening the movement
for independence. When the Congress
withdrew from the provincial governments
in protest against Dritish aititude to the
demand for independence, the Muslim
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League celebrated the event by observing
what it called the ‘Deliverance Day’, and
tried to form ministries in the provinces
although they did not have a majority in
any provincial legislature.

Nationalist Upsurge after the
Second World War

The Second World War was fought in the
name of freedom and democracy by the
countries of the United Nations. The con-
science of vast multitudes of peoples had
been stirred by the war against fascism.
The demand for independence of colonial
peoples swelled to a crescendo after the
War. Thepeoples of Asinand Africa charged
forward in a crowning bid for indepen-
dence, The political climate of the world
had changed. In this general world-wide
struggle against imperialism, the struggle
of the Indian people shone forth unique
and exemplary.

The war had changed the entire picture
of the world. The old imperialist countries
—PBritain, France, Holland and others—had

been weakened by the war. They were no.

longer powerful enough to withstand the
onward march of the nationalist move-
ments, Britain was no longer the world
power it had been for centuries and her
supremacy was gone for good. The
U.5.5.R., which had suffered most heavily
during the war, emerged stronger. Many
countries of Europe, which had been occu-
pied by Germany, had become socialist
after the defeat of Hitler's Gerpany. Thus
in the war while fascism had been des-.
troyed, imperialismbad alsoreceived leavy
blows. :
In Britain itself, the Caonservative Parly,
*which was opposed to the demand for the
independence of India, lost heavily in the
elections. The war-time Prime Minister,

HE)

Winston Churchill, who had disclaimed
any intention to ‘preside over the dissolu-
tion of the British Empire' was no longet
the Prime Minister. There were many
people in the Labour Party, which had
come to power under the leadership of
Altlee, who were opposed to the continua-
tion of British 1ule over India. Conditions
were ripe for the end of imperialism in
India.

In India the resentment againsk Dritish
ruleranat a high pitchat this time, Indians
had suffered a great deal during the war.
The British government had shown callous
indifference to the famine-stricken people
during the terrible famine thathad raged in
Bengalin1943 inwhich three million people
died. Attheend of thewar, all this pent-up
resentment broke out in dealing a final
blow to foreign rule.

In November 1945, three officers of the
Indian National Army were tried at the
Red Fortin Deihi, They were charged with .
the “crime’ of conspiring against the King,
that is, the British empire. They were
defended by the barristers among the
nation's leaders. But they were sentenced
to transporlation for life. The sentences
which were later revoked provoked wide-
spread popular upsurge all over the coun-
try. The armed forces were also affected.
Thousands of ratings of the Royal Indian
Navy revolted. There were demonslra-
tions, strikes and hartals all ever the coun-
try. The British government saw the writ-
ingon the wall. Itwas nolonger possible to
hold the Indian people in subjection,

|
Achievement of Independence, 1947

[ February 1946, the British government
sent the Cabinet Mission to India to hold
discussions with Indian leaders. The
British Prime Minister announced his
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government's willingness to grant inde- Congress had earlier insisted on a Con-
pendence to India. The Cabinet Mission stituent Assembly elected on the basis of
proposed the formation of a UnionofIndia  adult franchise, it agreed to the Cabinet
in which provinces would be grouped in Mission proposal in order to avoid any
four zones with their own constitutions delay in the achievement of independence.
and enjoying autonomy except in matters In July, the elections lo the Constituent
of foreign policy, defence and communica~ Assembly were completed. The Congress
tion. Ttalso proposed the formation of a had won 201 out of the 210 general seats,
constitution-making body, not elected by the Muslim Leagt'le won 73 cul f’f 78 seats
the people, but by the provincial legisia- reserved for Muslims. The Muslim League
lures on the basis of communal electorates.  Poycolted the Assembly and pressed on
The members from the Indian states were  With its demand for a,separate state of
proposed to be appointed by the rulers of Pakistan. The princes also boycotted the
Indian states. The Congress accepled the Assembly. Meanwhile the people of the
Cabinet Mission proposal regarding the states pressed for Lhe integration of the
constitution-making body. Although the statesinto a united India. On 2 September
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1946, the Congress formed the Inierim
Government which was headed by
Jawaharlal Nehru. Later, the Muslim
League also joined the Interim Govemn-
ment,

On 24 March 1947, Lord Mountbatten
was appointed the Viceroy of India and the
British government announced that it
would transfer power to [ndian hands not
later than June 1948,

On3June 1947, Mountbatten presented
a plan for the division of India into two
independent states -- (he Indian Union and
Pakistan, The Indian states were given the
right todecide their own future. Partition

a1

was completed and power was transferred
to the two States of India and Pakistan.
Fakistan comprised West Punjab, TEast
Bengal, Sind, and the N.W.RP.

On 15 August 1947, India became inde-
pendent. Unfortunately, the victory of the
glorious struggle of the Indian people for
independence was tainted by ugly happen-
ings immediately before and after the
achievement of independence. Millions
lost their homes, several thousand persons
werekilled. Gandhiji had been touring the
riot-affected areas bringing sclace and com-
fort to the people. OnthedayIndiabecame
independent, hewas in Calcutta whiclhihad

frawaharfal Nehirn making his famous “Tryst with Destiny’ speech in the Constituen! Asseanbly
me the cve of India’s independence
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been ravaged by communal rioting. He
came to Delhi only after communal vio-
lence had ceased there. He was shot dead
by a Hindu fanatic on 30 January 1948.

Building the New India

The Constituent Assembly had setitself the
task of preparing a constitution of free
India. It started meeting on Y December
1946. The Drafting Committee under the
chairmanship of Dr B.R. Ambedkar com-
pleted its work on 26 November 1949. The
constitution of India came into force on 26
January 1950 when India became a Repub-
lic. Every year we celebrate 15 August as
the Independence Day and 26 January as
the Republic Day.

The task of the Assembly was outlined
by Jawaharlal Nehruin his speech moving
the Objectives Resolution in the Assembly
on 13 December 1946. In the Kesolution
(hat he proposed, the Assembly expressed
its firm and solemn resolve to proclaim
[ndia as an Independent Sovereign Repub-
lic comprising British India, Indian states
and other territories “willing to be consti-
tuted into the Independent Sovereign In-
dia’, In the Independent Sovereign India,
the Assembly declared that justice, social,
economic, and political; equality of status,
of opportunity, and before the law; free-
dom of thought, expression, belief, faith,
worship, vocation, association and action'
shall be guaranteed and secured to all the
people of India.

On 14 August 1947, while addressing
the Constituent Assembly, which func-
tioned also as the Parliament of Free India,
Tawaharlal Nelhru, India's first Prime Min-
ister, spoke these memorable words; “Long
years ago we made a frysl with destiny,
and now the time comes when we shall
redeem our pledge, not whoily or in fuil
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measure, but very substantially. At the
stroke of the midnight hour, when the
world sleeps, India will awake to life and
freedom. A moment comes, which comes
but rarely in history, when we step out
from the old to the new, when an age ends,
and when the soul of a nation, long sup-
pressed, finds utterance. 1tis fitling that, at
this solemn moment, we take the pledge of
dedication to the service of India and her
people and to the slill larger cause of hu-
manity." He spoke about the aims and
dreams which awaited realization and the
future ‘that beckons to us now'. “That
future is not one of ease or resting but of
incessant striving so that we may fulfil the
pledges that we have so often taken and the
one we shall take today. The service of
India means the service of the millions who
suffer, It means the ending of poverty and
ignorance and disease and inequality of
opportunily. The ambition of the greatesl
man of our generation has been to wipe
every tear from every eye. That may be
beyond us, butaslong as there ave tears and
suffering so longwill our work notbe over.

“"And sowehave to Jabour and to work,
and work hard, togivereality toour dreams.
Those dreams are for India, but they are
also for the world, for all the nations and
peoples are too closely knit together today
for any one of them to imagine that it can
live apart. Peace has been said to be indi-
visible; sois freedom, so is prosperity now,
and so also is disaster in this One World
that can no longer be split into isolated
fragments.” .

In the name of the Assembly he ap-
pealed to the people of India "to join us
with faith and confidence in this great ad-
venture.  This is no time for petty and
destructive criticism, no time for ill will or
blaming others, We have tobuild the noble
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mansion of free India where all her chil-
dren may dwell”.

Thus began the effort tobuild "thencble
mansion of free India”. The first task was
to complete the unification of India. Many
rulers of the princely states were dreaming
of establishing independent states of their
own. However, as a result of the move-
mentof he people of the states and the able
stewardship of Sardar Patel, they acceded
to India. In February, 1948, the people of
Junagadh, whose Nawab had fled to Paki-
stan, voted for accéssion to India. The
people of Jammu and Kashmir had been
keeping up the agitation againstautocracy
as a part of the national movement. After
the invasion by Pakistani ralders, the Ma-
haraja of Kashmir and Shaikh Abdullah,
the leader of the National Conference which
had been leading the popular struggle in
Kashmir, requested India to accept the
state's accession on 26 October 1947, The
formal accession of Hyderabad to India
toak place in November 1949, By the end
of 1949, the work of the integration of
princely states had been completed and
they were merged in different states of the
Union.

The only Indian territories which were
still under colonial rule were the French
possessions -—Pondicherry, Karakal,
Yanam, Mahe and Chandernagore —and
the Portuguese possessions — Dadra and
Nagar Haveli, Goa, Daman and Diu. The
Frénch possessions became a part of India
by 1954 and the Portuguese possessions by
1961 when Goawas liberated. With this the
liberation of all parts of India from colonial
rule was finally completed.

With independence, a new era opened
in the history of the Indian people and the
strugple to build a new and prgsperous
India, beganinright earnestand continues,

India's national movement was a glori-
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ous struggle. Through this struggle, the
people of India challenged the mightiest
empire in the world and became indepen-
dent. The movement drew together mil-
lions of people, men and women, belong-
ing to different religious, regional and lin-
guistic groups. It was a struggle which
united all the people of India as nothing
had united thembefore. Unity ofthe people
of different religions, castes and creeds
was the first fruit of the resurgence, The
disruptive communal forces, instigaled by
imperialism, were overcome and the In-
dian people threw off the foreign yoke.
This unity was the best hope for the success
of the struggle. Under the leadership of
great leaders like Mahatma Gandhi,
Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel and
Maulana Azad, this unity was forged. The
courage of standing up to thebrutal repres-
sion which the people displayed and the
solidarity they achieved in the face of divi-
sive power is our most cherished heritage.

Therewere other features of ourstruggle
which make the heritage an even prouder
one. On the whole, it was a peaceful non-
violent struggle. Nocouniry and no people
can fight for or maintain its own freedom
while remaining indifferent or opposed to
the freedom of others. While freedom-
loving peoples supported our slruggle, we
supported the cause of freedom every-
where. Whether it was the peoples of Asia
and Africa, who were trying to free them-
selves from foreign rule or the peoples of
Europe whose freedom was endangered
by the rise of fascism, the cause of freedom;
In every country we valued as our own'
cause. Friendship for all peoples with a
stake in their freedom became a unique
tenet of our foreign policy in the pre-inde-
pendence days and so it has remained ever
since.
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Another aspect of the national move-
ment was its aim to reconstruct our society
on the basis of secularism;, democracy and
social equality. The Indian peoplerealized

. that the backward social system could not
be destroyed and a new one suited to the
needs of people built, unless the people
were frepd from the yoke of imperialism.
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Thus the struggle to reconstruct Indian
society and economy required first of all
the overthrow of foreign rule. Our nation-
alist movement was greatly inspired by the
ideas of socialism. With the achievement of
independence, an even greater struggle of
building anew prosperous India withajust
social order started.

EXERCISES

Things to Kiow

1.

‘What were the basic and immediate causes of the revolt of 1857 ? What were the main
centres of the revolt? Name some important leaders of the revolt.
What were the differences between the 'moderates’ and the ‘extremists’ ¥ Why were the

What were the Khilafat and the Non-Cooperation movements ? Name some important

Whatdid the slogan of Swaraj mean ? How was the slogan of Complete Independence
different from it ? When and where was the slogan of Complete Independence

What was the states people's movement ? Why and how did it become a part of the
What was the attitude of the Indian National Congress towards the Second World War?
When was the Muslim League formed ? Describe briefly the policies of the Muslim
League from 1906 to 1940. When was the formation of a separate state of Pakistan

How were the Cabinet Mission's proposals different from the proposals made earlier by
the British government during the Second World War ? Why were they accepted by the

2,
‘extremists' more popular than the 'moderates' ?
3.
leaders of these movements.
4.
adopted ?
5,
nationalist movement ?
6.
7.
adopted as the aim of the Muslim League ?
B.
nationalist movement ?
9.

Write notes on the following: Partition of Bengal; Lucknow Pact af 1916; Simon
Commission; 26 January 1930; Ghadat Party; India Leapue; Leagueagainst Imperialism;
the Indian National Army; the Meerutand Lahore Conspiracy Cases; Civil Disobedience
Movement.

Thiugs to Do

1.

A

Read Jawaharlal Nehru's autobiography and prepare anessay onhis attitude towards the
following: Non-Cooperation movement; communal parties; Indian princely states;
Fascism; Socialism; nature of British imperialism; his vision of Independent India.
Prepare a chart of the nationalist movement from 1858 to 1947 showing the main stages
in the growthof the movement. The chartshould show theyear, themaineventorevents,
the aims and policies and the important leaders.

Display on wall-papers important resolutions of the Indian National Congress, for
example, the resolutions on Complete Independence and Quit India.
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Things to Think nhout amd Discuss

1.

2.

What do you understand by the terms ‘nation’ and “nationalism' ? Wheu, in your opinion,
did India become a nation ? Give arguments in support of your answer.

Ttis said that the constitutional reforms introduced by the British povernmen! from lime
to time ware always too little and too late. Discuss the statement relating the constitu-
tiorial changes —Morley-Minto Reforms, Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms and the Gov-
ernment of Indja Act of 1935 —with reference {o the nationalist movement.

Discuss the cbasacter of the communal parties and the role played by them during the
struggle for independence,

In the light of what you have read about revolutions ina previous chapter, do you think
the Indian nationalist movement was a revolutionary movement ? Substantiale your
answer witharguments aboutthe political, social and economic policies of the nationalist
movement,

Youhaveread inthe previous chapter aboutvarious reform movements of the nineteenth
century. Was the nationalist movement an advance on the nineteenth century reform
movements as regards modernization of Indian society 7 Give arguments in support of
your answer,

Discuss the altitude of the nationalist movement in India towards developments in other
parts of the world, particularly towardsthe nationalist movernenls in other countries and
towards fascism.

Write an essay on the heritage which the nationalist movement has bequeathed to us.








